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This replaced the provisional issue 1d of 1880 and was used

until 1901, when the EVII 1d was issupd on Jan 1 1902.
Unlike the 1d provisional the Penny Lilac does not have

corner letters. See sheet recontruction.

.

RS e W b e

Instead of the word POSTAGE it has POSTAGE AND

INLAND REVENUE. This was because it could now be
used for both postage and revenue purposes.
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ed to prepay letters between 1840-1918,

of all the stamps. During 1840-1900
14d (19.5bn) and then the 6d (1.0

The 1d stamp was us
it was the most used

(56.6bn) followed by the
bn).

Numbers issued

Die I (14 dots) 12 July 1881 495,9840,880000
Die I (16 dots) 13 Dec 1881-1901 33.600,000,

(compare to 1d venetian red 1880-81) 1.462.584,000
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¢ Britain’s Penny
Lilgée:tamp served as the
workhorse Of the BrltISh
oost office for 20 years
hetween 1881 and 1901.
This stampP is shown In the
middle in Figure 1.
it replaced the 1d Ve-
netian Red shown on the
eft in Figure 1 (Scott 79)
and preceded the first 1d

scarlet Edward VII stamp
(Scott 128) shown on the

right.
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1d scarlet of 1902 (right).

Continued from page 18
and design, it is often ig-
nored by collectors. How-
ever, several features can
make this common stamp
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rlguro 4. Manuscript cancel-
eax Ons by pen in ink (top) are
lls::'nples of Penny Lilac stamps
as to receipt fiscal tax pay-

nts, while machine cancella-

tions (bottom
for postage n) indicate payment

BN

the first 19 stamp without
corner letters and was the
fmal 1d stamp issued dur-
INg the reign of Queen Vic-
t_oria. An estimated 34 bil-
lion stamps of this design
were printed. .

There are two different
versions of the stamp, die
| and die II.

Die | (Scott 88), shown
on the left in Figure 2,

was in use for only a few

Figure 1. The Penny Lilac (middle) of 1881 replaced the Venetian Red (left) and preceded the Edward VII

months. It has 14 dots, or
pearls, in each corner an-
gle. Die Il (89), pictured on

the right in Figure 2, has 16
dots in each angle.

Why the second die was
modified has never been
satisfactorily explained.

To determine whether a
stamp is from die | or die
ll, collectors do not need
to go through the tedious
task of counting the indi-
vidual dots.

A glance at the “O” in
“One Penny” shows the
“O” of the 14-dot version to
be squat, a little depressed
at the top and bottom. On
the 16-dot version, the “O”
IS more round.

Vol. 1 of the Stanley Gib-
bons Great Britain Spe-
cialised Stamp Catalogue

Tety—

Figure 2. Die | (left) of the Penny
Lilac has 14 dots or pearls in the

corner angles and a squat “0” in
“One.” Die Il (right) has 16 dots

in each angle and a rounder “0.”

iInteresting to collect.

This was the first British
stamp to have control let-
ters in the sheet margins.
An example is shown in
Figure 3. The control let-
ters indicated specific ac-
counting periods of the
printer, De La Rue, and al-
low collectors to establish
the year of printing.

Control letters first be-
gan to appear in 1884, and
they were changed about
every six months. Letters
A through X exist.

Some collectors en-
joy acquiring stamps with
margins showing the con-
trol letters still attached.

British philatelist Ron A.
G. Lee wrote the basic re-
search books for this issue
in two volumes: The Penny
Lilacs: Part 1 in 1963 and

part two in 1990.
| ee estimated that, over

the course of 30 years, he
examined 3.5 million ex-
amples of this stamp. He
identified and illustrated
1,250 major flaws that ex-
ist on printings from 67
plates.

Another way for collec-
tors to make collecting
Penny Lilacs interesting is

to find fiscal uses.
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Stamps to receipt the
collection of small taxes
and fees, and stamps to
pay postage, had been
two separate series un-
til 1881. The Penny Lilac
was the first stamp issued
to serve both postage and
fiscal purposes. .

Note the words “POST-
AGE AND INLAND REVE-
NUE” around the top of the
oval frame of the queen’s
profile.

The two uses can be dis-
tinguished Dby collectors.
Stamps used to pay minor
taxes and duties were usu-
ally canceled in manuscript
with pen and ink, as shown

.....

———— ———

describes the difference: |
“In die I...the ‘O’ of ‘One’

long.”

Because this stamp is |
common and drab in color |

Please turn to page 20

-
-
96000
vipily. . AL .
> » - - -
- - v

l
"X
=S AN S AT

;

Figure 3. The Penny Lilac was the
first British issue to have control
letters in the sheet margin.
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Figure 5. Penny Lilac stamps can

be found overprinted: an inland

revenue Official is shown on the left, a commercial security over-
print for a gas company in the middle, and a British territorial

issue of Bechuanaland on the right.

on the top in Figure 4.
Stamps that paid postage
usually bear post office ap-
plied cancellations, as pic-
tured on the bottom.

The Penny Lilac also was

overprinted. Figure 5 illus-

Figure 6. This trans-Atlantic triple-rate cover to New York from 1890

bears seven Penny Lilac stamps.

trates three types of over-
prints: Official overprints,
such as the Inland Rev-
enue stamp (Scott O4) on
the left; commercial secu-
rity overprints, represented
by the gas company exam-
ple in the middle; and Brit-
ish protectorate overprints,
including Bechuanaland
(Scott 33), on the right.
Collectors of postal his-
tory seek out examples of
how the Penny Lilac was
used by patrons to mail
items. Figure 6 shows a
triple-rated cover totaling
72d mailed from Newcas-
tle-on-Tyne to Olean, N.Y,,
on Feb. 6, 1890, paying
the rate for an ite;n weigh-
ina one and a half ounces.
gAt 34 billion printed, the
Penny Lilac should not be
ignored by collectors. B

1
IS a horizontal oblong and f,
In die Il it is a vertical ob- |
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Cover from the American ambassador to Alfred Austin, posted “South Kensington
S.W. 1:30 PM FE 2 95” with “Ashford Station Office F*P FE 2 95” receiver backstamp. Austin

)

(30 May 1835-2 June 1913) was appointed Poet Laureate in 1896, a post that had been j
vacant since the death, in 1892, of Alfred, Lord Tennyson. a

A Poem — To England :

Now upon English soil I soon shall stand,

Homeward from climes that fancy deems more fair;

And well I know that there will greet me there

No soft foam fawning upon smiling strand, '
No scent of orange-groves, no zephyrs bland: ¢
But Amazonian March, with breast half bare
And sleety arrows whistling through the air,
Will be my welcome from that burly land.
Yet he who boasts his birth-place yonder lies
Owns in his heart a mood akin to scorn .
For sensuous slopes that bask ‘neath Southern skies, E
Teeming with wine and prodigal of corn,
And, gazing through the mist with misty eyes, 3
Blesses the brave bleak land where he was born. '
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REGISTERED | LETTER. =

THIS LETTER MUST BE QIVEN TO | AN OFFICER OF THE POST OFFICE (07 o . v
TO BE REGISTERED, AND A | RECEIPT OBTAINED FOR IT. NEE 2|7
THE ADDRESS MUST BE | WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. [\ © /b
3 3 = = r 3% 5
t,» . 0=, e 4
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A One Penny Lilac pays the inland rate on this registered
£ cover to Bournemouth, posted 25 September 1897. Earlier,
4 on 22 June, the rate of one penny was established for letters
© weighing up to four ounces.
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A pair of One Penny lilacs and a half penny vermillion make up the :
2 ¥ d UPU rate for a letter weighing ¥z ounce or less, sent from . P
London on 10 April 1897. Boxed “ Ship Sailed Prior to Receipt.”
Subsequently, letter was forwarded to Bournemouth. “Bournemouth
3:45am 26 AP 97” back stamp.
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: International Surface Rate to Italy

' 1d Late Fee
n * @.‘Ollﬁlllﬁtq General of. . Switzenlapd,
| ‘ LONQ‘Q}\J;’ o

Office DEPOT:

Cover from the Consulate General of Switzerland, London, posted May 24 1887

to the Swiss consul in Venice, Italy, sent at the 2 % d international surface rate,

with a one penny lilac paying the 1d late fee (Whitney type 7/7 duplex with hex-

agonal datestamp). Backstamped Milan travelling post office, No. 1. on 26 May
and “Venezia 26/5 87 SS” arrival cancel.
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GREAT BRITAIN

Post Card Rate to Germany

EOST CARKD

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

The One Penny Lilac paid the post card rate on this card
of Rochester Cathedral to Germany in 1902. From 1 July

1875 to 12 June 1921, the post card rate from Great Britain

to anywhere in the world was one penny.
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POST CARD GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. :

Cover posted in Bath, December 19, 1897 at the 7 % d rate
for a letter weighing 1.5 ounces, to Austria, with December 21
receiver cancel on reverse.
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Office DEPOT:

GREAT BRITAIN

Post card rate to Crete

A one penny lilac paid the international surface rate for
a post card from Ayr, Scotland to Xania, Crete in December

1901. The picture side is “Rough Sea,” Raphael Tuck & Sons’
post card No. 1506, a scene at the Giant’s Causeway.
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Penny Lilac Overprinted
“British Bechuanaland”

A one penny lilac overprinted for use in British Bechuanaland

uprates this postal card to pay the 2 'z d postcard rate to a foreign
country. Posted at Ramoutsa to Nymphenburg, Bavaria in 1896 to
the well-known German stamp dealer Otto Bickel.
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General has approved of the use, on and after 1** October next, of stamps over-
printed [.LR.Official, for denoting the Postage and Registration Fees on letters

A Post Office Circular dated 26" September 1882 stated that, “The Postmaster-
transmitted by certain officials at Inland Revenue, stationed outside the metropolis...”

Er e

May 1904.

Official stamps, more correctly termed Departmental stamps, were withdrawn
from use on 12"
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ANGLO-BOER WAR - 1d SOLDIER’S RATE

* Colorada
, CO 802

The 1d lilac paid the soldiers’ concessionary rate.
Officer Baid 6d.
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PRINCES  STREET, OXFORD CIRCUS.

SF END BRANGCHES. =2 - ! C LT Y -BRANCHES:

O & 8‘1“305 TRAND D & 65,66 & 67, GRACECHURCH STREET,

J XFORD STR EE T el I o ; = CORNER OF FENCHURCH STREET,

© sy J - —
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NET CASH.

The Stamp Act of 1853 required a tax of one penny to be collected on each receipt of two
pounds or more. The Customs and Inland Revenue Act of 1881 provided that from 1 June
any stamp duty of one penny could be paid by the use of an adhesive postage stamp.
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CasTLe GATE,

NEWARK-ON-TRENT,

o 4000

QUIBELL BROTHERS EQUEST THEIR CUSTOMERS TO

ACCEPT NO RECEIPT UNLESS GIVE[‘I ON ONE OF | |
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Quibell Brothers, Agricultural Merchants, receipt in the amount of 3 pounds
10 shillings 9 pence received from a chemist in Melton Mowbray.
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Machines. Engines, Boilers, Wrought and Cast Pulle, A bttt
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THORNTON & COMPY.

| PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF
| Waterproof and FIndia MRubber Goods.

THE REGISTERED
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G010 dhedal Ulaterproots tor Gentlemen.

78 PRINCES ST *ET, EDINBURGH.
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Qo the Proprictors of the Groshenor Botel To. Limited.

Visitors not having Apartment.s. in the Hotel will be charged 6d. attendance each meal. A charge of 1/6 per
day }Vlll be made to each YlSltor for attendance. The Proprietors will not be responsible for any property
left in the Hotel, unless given in charge of the Manager. Visitors may lock up their Rooms, leaving the

key at the Office. Visitors are requested not to pay any money without a bill, 7o prevent mistakes,
Visutors are requested to settle their Accounts weekly.
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Brought forward
Apartments ...
Attendance ..

Baths ..

Messenger ...
Fires and Lights
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Breakfasts ...
Luncheons, &c.

-

PP

~

(e (

{

1Jinners e
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Dessert and Ices

v

Biscuits and Sandwiches

Teas and Coffee ...
Soups ...
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SUppersis.. ¢
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Arrowroot and Gruel

Servants’ Board

Lok 4

- v

Sherry ...

&‘ .
‘.\

'

P WP

Champagne
Claret ...

Port
Moselle ...
Hocki @ v
Burgundy
Madeira ..

(Chablis and Sauterne

.

~.

Negus
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Brandy ...
Whiskey .
Gin and Hollands.

Rum ok

Liqueurs... ...

Ale, Stout, &c.
Aérated Waters
Cigars
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Laid paper variety
SG Spec. K8b
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bbons Special

1

Deep purple

four shades
Bluish lilac
Mauve
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12 July 1881
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[T v .
Z%vs S KT
IR

. v - . .' A”A’u.\w..
n..- IF > .~» .,....-? :
Al N

M1

*

b e O

L

o

o

- .




[ ] & G Cooper, Ltd. Osborn & Mercer, @l Silber & Fleming,

Guardian
[L.ondon W1 [.ondon

Assurance Co., Ltd. Manchester

Fore Street Spencer Turner & Boldero Ltd. Stubbs Ltd.
Warehouse, Lisson Grove Merchantile Offices l§ Arthur H. Godfrey

Fore Street
[,ondon London NW Birmingham & Co., London EC3

Warehouse, London

Alliance Peninsular & Oriental

J ?grcnés SI}jgolbread BlendelliSilence Assurance Polytechnic Touring ll Steam Navigation Co
0, London & Co., Hull Company Association, London W1 London EC |

HS.amscl),nd& Wm. Cory &
ons Lid. Sons Ltd.

London [London
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