An entire letter from an Agent,Nowrosjee Ardaseer & Sos, Bombay to Messrs. Pinet
Cascellon & Co, Cognac,France, concerning shipments of Brandy and Sole Agency. The
letter is dated 27™ November 1868.

The letter left Bombay On the 28" November 1868 and was transported via Suez to
Marsailles. There is the Anglo French Accounancy Diamond GB over 1f66c. The letter was
received in Paris on the 20® December and the transit mark “Paris a Bordeax” also dated 20™
December and the receipt stamp Cognac 1% delivery 24™ December 1868.

Transit time 27 days
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An entire letter from Bombay to France.The letter has no postage paid. The letter was
despatched from Bombay in December 1863 on the reverse had the Bombay handstamp in
RED probably indicating “unpaid” .On the front is the handstamp in Black”INDIA UNPAID
in arectangle. The letter has a Marsailles transit handstamp with the date 2™ January 1864 and
a receipt stamp in Black with the date 8 January 1865. The is also a postage due stamp for Fr
1 66 Cents




An entire letter from Calcutta to Bordeaux,France. The letter was despatched on the 27

on the reverse is the duplex (“Calcutta Unpaid”) with the other part oflihe stamp showing %ﬁglﬁ:lelsgggrixng)
pght to bottom left enclosing the “1”. This resembles the Bombay Local Cancellation (R.L.4h) except that 5
is 1_1npa1d .I can therefore be assumed that this is a Calcutta Local cancel.On the reverse is the Bordeaux
arrival stamp. On the front is the transit stamp in RED and the Green stamp put on bearing letters tp France

Vi et

An outer cover for a letter posted by Amalric & Co., Pomdichery, a
French enclave on the East coast of thelndian peninsular below
Madras.The enclave had its own postal service but mail was usually
sent through British India. The instruction is for it to be sent by
Steamer via Suez & Marsdailles.This cover has the handstamp of the
French post office, Ponditcherry Bureau dated 1 1™ August 1860. It
would appear not to have been sent via Br. India . There is a transit
mark, Suez11th September 1860. A Paris Transit dated 12" September
and a Nantes receipt 13™ September.
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An entire letter from Calcutta to Bordeaux,France. The letter 'is dited 8" March %850. The
forwarding instructions are per “Oriental”’via Suez & “Marsailles”. Qn the front is the ]
rectangular”INDIA (HG Type SD17 in use from 1846-55) and the circular transit stamp 0

i< the “CALCUTTA : G.P.O.; SHIP LETTER ;" dated 8" March
“Marsailles”. On the reverse is the “CALCUTTA ; G.1F. ). SHIP LI TTER ;" dz .
]856 (1le SD21 in use from 1849-54). There is also the circular receipt stamp “Bordeaux 17 April
1850” \

The entire would have.arrived in Bombay and been l?haded on the E.L.C. steamer “S}ZSOShTRIS
which left on the 16™ March arriving in Aden on the 24 mMarch. It was thgn transferr; t30rdt Ae p
P&O ship “«ORIENT”which sailed from Aden on the 27" March arriving In “Suez 0’1’1 t ; g il;ed :
It was carried overland to Alexandria where it was loadgd on the P8iO s}up I_ndus W Mlc s.a;les
for Malta on the 6™ April and then transferred to ghe st%lp”MERLIN' which salle(tih for 'lalrgglo
on the 10™ April arriving in Marsailles on the 14" April and Bordeaux on the 17" Apri .

An entire letter from Calcutta to Bordeaux, France. The letter is dated 8" April 1850.

The letter was posted in Calcutta on the 8™ and on the reverse is the rectangular
“CALCUTTA-G.P.O.-SHIP LETTER-DATE” (HG SD21 in use from 1849-54).0On the front is the
rectangular handstamp “INDIA” ( HG SD17 in use from 1846-55)

The letter left Bombay on the 17" April in the E.I.C. ship “MOOZAFFIR” on the
17™ April arriving in Aden on the 27 April. The letter was then transferred into the P&O ship
“HADDINGTON” which sailed for Suez on the 29™ April arriving on the 6™ May The mail was
then loaded into the P&O ship “Ripon” which sailed for Malta on the 9" May. The mail was then
transferred into the H.M.Packet “Merlin”which sailed on the 10™ May arriving in [Marsailles on
the 17" May 1850. There is the Red arrival stamp on the front: and was delivered in Bordeaux on

i . e i
the 20™ May.(Arrival stamp on the reverse) Transit time 6 weeks.
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A13 entire letter written in French from a company i

g;atd and on the reverse of the letter isa dupleiacgn?elciﬁ(l:;zz 221? é)lrglel?al;x {oI)t(l;Stage -
ype 10 for l}engal and Burma. It consists of a diamond of ten fine lin, ﬁam'e o,

number. In this case the number 1 for the main post office. This was fi ets .

Robs%nﬂlLowe states “ Late in 1862, we find Calcutta with the words “Ir:dit:asle’iilc?’ 1'86;1.

gpauge:cml ;Slfhtz (ivixgls:t,abbite\zfg (t;vo F)(\;i.r;‘les:r};his was of course on letters for abroal(li1 anedl?twer

. C 12 Paid “. There is no ref; “Indi id” but ;

ge assumed that theﬂfwo duplexes were introduced at {hl: s:;tcgl:::. lfllﬁlealtejt?ga o o
espatched on the 6™ November 1'868 and arrived in Bordeaux on the 12 Decezdlfer
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An entire letter from Bombay dated 28" December 1866 and addressed to a company in Cognac,France.
On the reverse is the “Bombay” Dec28 “Despatch stamp (HG X11). Also on the reverse are two
Bordeaux receipt stamps dated 18™ January 1867 and a Cognac receipt stamp dated 19™ January 1867. On
the front is a 1867 transit stamp and an Anglo French Accountancy Mark for 1F 66¢.

Transit Time 19 days.
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A letter from Calcutta to Bordeaux, France dated 8" April 1858. On the reverse ia a Calcutta stamp in

RED (HGG22) in use from !855-60. This was a general post oofice stamp. There is, however, the “India
Unpaid” stamp in black (HG SD29 in use from 1857-62. On the front in RED is the Suez transit stamp
with the date which appears to be 18™ April . On the reverse are the following transit stamps “:Gette a
Toulouse 13% Mai”, “Toulouse a Bordeaux”14"™ Mai “and the arrival stamp”Bordeaux 14" Mai”.. The
indication is that the letter was carried by the P & O ship “Bengal”.This was a steamship of 2185 tonnes
gross launched on the Clyde in 1852. After four voyages to the Mediterranean, she was sent round the
Cape to Calcutta.. The letter clearly went from Calcutta direct to Suez, taking 10 days and was received in|
Bordeaux on the 14™ May. A total ransit time of approx. 5 weeks.

ss BENGAL

built by Tod & McGregor Glasgow,
Yard Ne 67
Engines by the shipbuilder

Port of Registry: London )
Propulsion: Two cylinder, beam geared steam engine, 1084ihp, single screw, 10 knots
Launched: Saturday, 30/10/1852

Built: 1853
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A gntire letter in French from Calcutta to Bordeaux.The letter is dated 5™ December 1840. Posted in Calcutta where the hand stamp was
applied. The rectangular INDIA is HG Type SD16, in use from 1838-45 and the STEAM Postage handstamp showing Steam Pf)stage 9As
and Inland Do 1Rs-7As Total Rs2-00 is a Calcutta despatch stamp HG Type SD13 in use from 1839—'53 .:AH letters sent to C.ontmental Europe
Turkey,Greece,Etc., had to have the steamer postage paid in India and the stamp m red was used to indicate q‘e .amount paid. Up to 1845,
the postage could not be prepaid on letters with a UK. destination , so this stamp is never seen on let?ers to Britain o .

The letter was despatched to Bombay and loaded with the mail on the E.I.C steamer “Vs:ctona’ . This ship was.buxlt_ in Bombay in 1839
(714 tons, with a 230 H.P engine and 5 guns) The ship sailed for Aden and Suez on the 1- Jan}lary 1841 a.nd arnveq in Suez on the 18 )
January. The Rectangular Handstamp “Paquebots de la Meditterranee” was applied at tl-ns point. The mail was r(m:jarrled overla}nfi an.d arrived
it Alexandria on the 23™ January and was loaded into the P & O ship “Orient” which sailed for Maita on thﬂ? 23™ January arriving in Malf:
on the 27 January. It was transferred into the H.M.Packet “ALECTO” and sailed for Marsailles on the 28" January and arrived on the 2
Febiruary . It was delivered in Bordeaux on the 6™ February 1841.Transit time.63 days.
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An entire letter written in English to a Supplier of paper in Bordeaux referring to samples of
letter paper to be sent so that an order can be placed.

The letter from Calcutta written on the 6™ l%lpril 1850.The reverse has a “Calcutta Ship Letter”
despatch stamp (HG —SD21 with the date 8" April 1850. This stamp was in use from 1849 to
1854. There is the usual rectangular INDIA” applied by the G.P.O. Calcutta. The mail left
Bombay aboard the “Moozaffir” on the 17" April and arrived in Aden on the 27% April. It
was then transferred to the “Haddington “ which sailed on the 29™ April for Suez arriving on
the 6™ May. It was then carried overland to Alexandria and loaded into the P & O ship
Ripon, which sailed for Malta and arrived on the 13™ May. It was again reloaded into the H.M
Packet Merlin which sailed from Malta on the 14 May arriving in Marsailles on the 17% May
1850 On the front of the letter is the circular French transit stamp and on the reverse the
Bordeeax receipt stamp. Transit time 41 days.
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| An entire letter from Calcutta to Bordeaux, France. On the front is the rectangular (The

§ rectangle is 35mm X 18mm as per H G Type 1SD16 but the lettering is much heavier). There is

il also rectangular On the reverse is the handstamp

| (HG SD13 in use from 1839-1853). This appears to have
been used in place of the usual SD12.The date of the letter is 22" December 1841. There is also
the Marseilles transit stamp dated 3" February and the Boirdeaux receipt stamp 7™ February 1842.

The letter would have left Bombay aboard the E.L.C. Steamer “Cleopatra” on the 1%

January 1842 and arrived in Suez on the 18™ January. It was loaded on to the “Orient” and sailed
for Malta on the 23rd January arriving in Malta on the 28" where it was transferred to the

;[ “Prometheus” . It arrived in Marseilles on the 3™ February and Bordeaux on the 7" February.
Transit Time. 6 weeks.

Plae . P ) e
| N TH S L perbmsment 1) erpsld - En ot

o o e e 0 <-4

{" §

E% AT YIGNT

C e




