Airmail of Egypt 1927 to 193/

Purpose of Exhibit: This frame display aims to provide a detailed overview of Egypt's Airmail from 1927-
1937, with comprehensive coverage of the period's historical context, postage rates, and postal markings.

Background:

Section 1: Early Air Travel in Egypt (1927-1931)

In the early 20th century, air travel was still a relatively new concept, but it was quickly gaining popularity as a
faster and more efficient means of transportation. One of the earliest air mail services was established In
Egypt from 1927 to 1931, operated by Imperial Airways. The service was expanded to Basra, Iraq, and flights
departed every two weeks.

In 1931, the Graf Zeppelin made its second flight to the Middle East, offering the first commercial transatlantic
passenger flight service. The airship saluted King Fuad at the Qubbah Palace in Cairo and visited the Great
Pyramid of Giza before flying to Palestine and circling Jerusalem. It was a remarkable feat of engineering and
a significant milestone in aviation history.

Section 2: The Development of Airmail and MISR Airwork (1931-1936)

As air travel continued to develop, Egypt recognized the need for an airmail service in the early 1930s. K.L.M.
and Imperial Airways were approved for transporting mail to Europe, and the Simon Arzt post office in Port
Said played a crucial role in facilitating communication and commerce in the region.

In 1935, the first flight from Cyprus to Egypt took place, followed by flight service from Cairo to Haifa. But the
service was short-lived and was canceled by October of that year, with a forecast that it would be re-
introduced In 1936.

MISR Airwork, a pioneering airline in the Middle East, made history in December 1936 by launching its first
flight from Iraq to Port-Said, Egypt. The flight was a significant milestone in the development of air travel in
the region, as it was the first commercial flight to connect the two countries. Prior to this, travel between Iraq
and Port-Said was primarily by sea or overland, which was a time-consuming and often hazardous journey.

Section 3: The Resumption of Flight Service and Modern Aviation (1936-1937)

In the late 1930s, flight service from Cairo to Haifa resumed, operated by Ala Littoria S.A., the ltalian national
airline. The flights started simultaneously in both directions and lasted until October 1937. At Almaza Airport
in Cairo, two De Havilland DH 89's belonging to Misr Airlines were pictured being refueled, likely for
transporting cargo. These aircraft were a testament to the continued development of air travel, and they
helped to pave the way for the modern aviation industry that we know today. From the early days of air mail to

the first commercial transatlantic passenger flight service and beyond, Egypt played a significant role in the
evolution of air travel in the Middle East.

What is Presented: Iltems of interest are highlighted with Red BOX.

Exhibit Plan: This exhibit is arranged in chronological order to years.
1. Early Air Travel in Egypt
2. The Development of Airmail and MISR Airwork
3. The Resumption of Flight Service and Modern Aviation

Exhibitor contributed several research articles on the subject.
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Early Air Travel in Egypt (1927-1931)

imperial Airways acquired the R.A.F. Cairo-Baghdad air service on January 12th, 1927, and 9xp:nttigc; it htgad
Basra, with flights departing every two weeks. On January 13th, 1927, the inaugural flight arrived at bag ,

followed by Basra the following day. The registered mail takes 3 days 10 arrive to Basra.

/ o ”~
= £ -
. ] | P, I 'NJ
- C 'I,,\ ;'_
3 osa? |
s &
- -
e
‘ﬁ,‘ —— — T W — —_—— — T——

- e  SUPLNUS. I STEY SR a—

From Egypt Cook’s Post Office (CAIRO) CDS, Jan 6%, 1927, mailed to Basra,
fraq, arrived by first flight Cairo-Baghdad-Basrah on Jan 15t 1927.
Franked: Base 25 mills, short 2 mills. Overfranked by 3 mills.
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The Development of Airmail and MISR Airwork (1931-1936)
rn and
Because Egypt has always been a central hub for passengers traveling to India, Asia, and southe

central Africa, it was essential to have the airmail service developed in early 1930's.
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Postcard first flight by Dutch — India Air Line from Port-Said to Berlin, Germany, Port-
Said CDS, November 5, 1931. With red cachet 1%t Flight. Franking: 30 MI. 2" rate.
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Cover sent from Cairo on 23 January 1932, to Cape Town, South Africa. First fllght by
The Famous London — Cape Town Line arrive to Cape Town on February 2nd. 1932.
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On November 1st. 193 i ti ir Li i
: : 1, the Egyptian authorities _(Dutch Air Line) and Imperial
Airways for tran ayp approved the use of both K.L.M. ( ) p

availab| Sporting. mail to Europe. On November 9th. it was announced that the air mail service would be
' ¢ from Alexandria on Fr Idays through Mondays via Imperial Airways.
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First flight EGYPT - SINGAPORE, STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. Alor Star
On December 12t 1933, service extended from Rangoon to Singapore via Bangkok and AlO :
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The flight from Cairo to Haifa called at Port-Said & Lydda which was the aerodrome for Jerusale
flown an tha 1st flinht when service hecame a dailv one. R—
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FIRST AIR MAIL BY

MISR. AIRWORK.

23rd August, 1939.

(By Air, EGYPT-PALESTINE).
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‘Cover t“E)‘R./_\.F Ramleh, also known as ER RAMLE a few miles from Lydda. Franked 25 mills,
Palestine did not qualify for the preferential "Empire" surface rate 15mills, so this is
20mills plus 5mills air mail surcharge. CDS Abu Suwer Aug 22, 1935.

Transit marked Cairo 23 Aug, arrive ER RAMLE 24 Aug 1935
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par Beyrouth

Cover correctly franked 25 mills which includes the Airmail surcharge of 5m. From Cairo
on 23 August 1935 Back of cover: Cancelled MOUVEMENT ETRANGER .CAIF{O 23
August 1935. Transit Mark BEYROUT 26 August, arrived CDS SOFAR 26 Au’gust 1935

A new service was introduced whereby mail for Lebanon and Syria was Flown to Haifa, and then .
overland (by car) to Beirut and Damascus. | el
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| Egyptian authorities were that much later in confirming the service. The first mail from Cyprus being -

on 10th Aug 1935, some 14 days before the first mail flown from Egypt.
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Cover bearing the Cypriot Airmail cachet, and correctly franked canceled Nicosia, 9.30am.
4 Aug 1935. Arrived at Cairo, same date at 5-6pm, takes around 7 hours to arrive.
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Coer sntv from Port-Said to Bagdad on 16 Dec 1936 Canceled by Port-Said Traffic, C/O

Post Master, arrived at BAGHDAD on 17 Dec 1936. Postmarked green cachet FIRST
FLIGHT BY MISR AIR LINES (Sep. 16th. 1936 Port-Said Baghdad, EGYPT-IRAQ) 1st flight.

A Twice weekly Air mail service Port-Said to Baghdad by Misr Airworks was started 16 September 1936. Each
Wednesday and Friday (the 16 was a Wednesday). The Airmail surcharge for a letter of 20gms was 12 mills,
this item is unsealed, so it travelled by Printed Matter rate 4 mills plus 12 mills surcharge.

Less than 10 items believed to exist mailed on first flight to Baghdad with C/O Post Master.
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Ala Littoria S.A. was the ltalian national airline that operated during the fe:zc(;ztr:gle et
1930s and 1940s. A first flight cover of the Ala Littoria to Haifa, this cove

was flown from Haifa by Misr Airworks.
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Cove; senf from Cairo 1 May 1937 to Melbourne - VIC arrived on same date 1
May 1937. Franked 135 mills to cover postal rate.
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Flight In both directions started simultaneously at the beginning of June. Once again, a weekly service
which lasted until 1st October 1937.
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& : Covgr sent from Alexandria to Cyprus on 2 Jun 1937. 1st flight to Cyprus after re-
L Introduced arrived at LIMASSOL on 3 Jun 1937 takes one day to arrive.

First flight Nicosia-Alexandria
~ By Misr Airworks Ltd.
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Cover sent from LIMASSOL to Port-Said on 4 Jun 1
Alexandria, Egypt after re-introduced arrived at

e ——

937. 1st flight from Cyprus to
Port-Said on 5 Jun 1937,




N bty ~Sr) B e
"’ /« K

' 4
ot 7

PAR AVIO

‘/
/.

- '3."‘

Cover from Port-Said, Simon Arzt post office 24 November 1937. Sent 10
Calcutta via Alexandria same day. Arrived at Calcutta 29 November 1937.

By Misr Airworks.

At Almaza Airport in Cairo, two De Havilland DH 89's, also known as
The Rapid, belonging to Misr Airlines, are pictured being refueled.
These aircrafts are likely to have been used for transporting cargo

across the globe.




