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OFFICIAL PAID ARABI REBELLION 1882

Stampless Officer’s Letter
EGYPT 10 LONDON, ENGLAND ABOUT SEPTEMBER 1, 1882

This cover was sent via the War Office rather than through the regular Army Post Office facilities or the Egyptian
civilian post office. On Her Majesty’s Service is crossed out and Egypt Expeditionary Force is written above it.
There is no indication that a T marking or postage due amount has been applied as found on other stampless covers
of the period. It is backstamped LONDON S.W. N SP 6 82 and has the LONDON L OFFICIAL PAID A 6 SP 52
applied on the front. It was received at the War Office at Horse Guards and signed for by W. Macpherson before
being delivered. This is the only cover known to date with these markings.

The enclosed letter is quite illegible but one can make out a few words such as the salutation Dearest Anna. She
was the widow of Arthur Herbert Somers-Cocks, CB, and the mother of Lieutenant Herbert Haldane Somers-Cocks.
Lieutenant Somers-Cocks (1861-1894), educated at the Royal Military College, Sandhurst, was commissioned a 2
Lieutenant in the 2m Battalion of the Coldstream Guards on 16 October 1880 and made 1st Lieutenant on 1 July
1881. He was present at the battle of Tel-el-Kebir and was awarded the Egyptian Medal with Clasp and the
Khedive's Star. He was later a captain in the 4" Battalion of the Worcester Regiment but was invalided out with lung
problems.
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53 Middle Patent Road
Bedford Village, New York 10506
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