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The Jaffna Rebel Stamps

Years ago | read about the so-called Jafina
stamp said to have been issued in 1961 by
Taml rebels in Ceylon {today's Sn Lanka).
When | finally located a copy of the stamp the
dealer was unable to confirm if it was genuine

or not. | have since been able to add a few

more copies including a block of four. They
were all identical and printed m blue.

[he Jaffna stamps are listed in A
Rourdi’s Les Timbres de Fantaisie. He sta-
tes they were released on April 14, 1961 by
the Jaffna Federal Party. According to Bourdi
the stamps were printed on thin ungummed

per and perforated 10 3/4. He further wnites
that §.000 stamps were printed. Bourdi men-
tions two different versions of the stamp. The
Kayts issue was printed in “bleu-outremer”
and the Chunnakam issue in “bleu-outremer
foncé”. The design of the Chunnakam issue is
said to be slightly different but he does not
provide any details. :
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In 1996 1 spotted an interesting lot in a
New Zealand mail auction listed under the
heading of Tanzania. It comprised an FDC
and two mint stamps of the 1961 Tamil rebel
stamps according to the description. My bid
was successful When the stamps arrived from
New Zealand it turned out that they were dif-
ferent from the ones already in my collection
~ The items had been mailed by a Ceylonese
collector to a NZ exchange partner in late

just north of Jaflna) described the enclosures |

“Some time ago one of our local political |
parties who were fighting for a federal form of
government started a pareliel (illegal) postal
service as part of a civil disobedience cam- |
paigne. A state of emergency was declared,
the party proclaimed illegal & the leaders de- |
tained. The service or what little there was of |
a service lasted 3 days. For what it is worth | |
amsmd'mgyouaFDC&.apaun!‘mml
These stamps are printed in dark blue an |
thus belong to the Chunnakam issue describe: |
by Bourdi Thcstampimagexsmmn‘
31%mm. The top line of letters is 12 mr |
long. The top letters are small and there is |

stop after the last letter. )

The more common Jafina stamps |
ptmledmblmandmuscarcspondlo |
Knytsissne,’l’hemi:mgclsnmn
32mm. The top line of letters is 15 mm I |
mtoplcttmmbigmdﬂmisms
aﬂaﬂwhﬂleﬂa.Mmﬂwmym
differences notably in the design of the ¢
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Ceylon 1961 1st Tamil Revolutionary Govt Of Ceylon, Jaffna
Based Tamil Eelaam 10Cent Stamp Showing Transport,
Agriculture & Industries. Extremely Rare. On April 14, 1961, the
llankai Thamil Arasu Kadchi issued the Tamil Sate-Thamil Arasu,
the national postage stamps, and Chelvanayakam took his seat
behind the counter of the Thamil Arasu Post Office, as Post
Master of Jaffna, and committed the first act of civil disobedience
by selling the first 10 cents Thamil Arasu postage stamp to M
Sivasithamparam, the Tamil Congress MP for the Udupiddy
constituency. Also, with the view to continuing with the violation of
the Postal Ordinance, the Tamil leaders launched the Thamil
Arasu Postal Service. M Sivasithamaparam and V N Navaratnam,
the Members of Parliament for Udupiddy and Chavakachcheri
respectively, volunteered to be the Thamil Arasu Postmen and
delivered letters, which amounted to running a parallel postal
service




(The Jaffna ... continued from page 5)

are Sinhalese. The Tamils comprise some
20% of the population and they live in the
northern part of the island where the Jaffna
peninsula is located. Following the declara-
tion of independence, the Sinhalese parties
gained the political majority in the country
favouring the Sinhalese people. The northem
Tamuls at first wanted Ceylon to become a
federal state. Unrest started in 1958 and it
developed into a full-scale war in 1983. This
civil war is still going on when this is being
written and no political solution to the
problem seems to be possible at this time.
The Tamils are now looking for complete in-
dependence.

The 1961 Jafina stamps were obviously
issued in a bid to mark the Tamil desire for
independence within a federal state. It scems
the stamps were actually used in Jaffna from
April 14 until April 16, 1961. I have heard of
no further Tamil stamps from the Jafina area
in spite of the fact that the Tamil separatists |
have controlled large areas from time to time.




