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Henry Bishop, Postmaster General, writing on the 2nd August, 1661, in

reply to charges of delay in the post stated that ““A stamp is invented that is
put upon every letter”; but the stamp in question was a date-stamp showing the
date of posting. Handstruck stamps on letters denoting prepayment of postage
have been in use in Great Britain since about 1680. The first adhesive stamps
to be issued for this purpose were the Queen Victoria * penny black ™ stamps

1

which were placed on sale to the public for the first time on 6th May, I 840—
just 107 years ago. Their use was an essential part Qf the poﬂa? i'g/é"ﬂ‘n‘z n,’
Sir Rowland Hill.  His original intention was that, in order to foster prepayment
of postage, special covers or envelopes, bearing a design by Sir William Mulready,
Royal Academician, should be sold to enclose letters. 1 he use of labels, as
stamps were then called, was intended merely to obviate the difficulty where a
letter might be presented at a Post Office unenclosed in a Mulready * envelope
or might be redirected, fresh postage being payable. The public, however,
showed a decided preference for the labels and “ stamps’ were adopted generally
for postal use. The practice quickly spread to other countries. Some

7,000,000,000 stamps are now printed annually for the British Post Office.
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