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After a thorough and careful studg of the item submitted to me for authentication as
EGVPT 1913. 5 mills mse-camgljzz};f: qular issue stamp { chalksurfaced printing of 1902-
' 1913). with black. typographed. monolingual,Official Governmental Service overprint, .......

THE “0.HH.8" VARIETY — OVERFPRINT IN
QUOTATION MARXKS (INVERTED COMMAS’),
USED WITH “NO-VACUE STAMP ON 1914 COVER.
Mile Posr #08d var., Balian #113 var.. Cefer? #8€ var.. Srazlay Grbbons #O79 var..
Sz unlisted. of which an exact-size. color photograph is attixed and embossed to the

reverse of this document. 1 hereby certity it to be

GENUING IN ALL RESPECTS
T dusil

- ¢ = 12" August, 2009

The stamp on the submitred Registered Official cover is one of a very small number of surviving examples of this
very rare Issue, which is known only postally used. Cwly three covers are known, all sent by the Alexandria Porrs &
Cighthouses Administration (one of which shows rhe stamp with an inverted overprint). The overprinted stamp is used io pay
the 5 mills Registration fee (the adjacent “novalug”adhesive indicating that the inland: letter postage is paid). Unlike the
similar 1913 (Novenber) issue, without quotation miarks fenking the lerters of the overprint. the detdils of this “0.H.H.8.7 issue
are somewhar clouded in mystery. Alrhough stamps of the non-quotattor-marked Issue wite. overprinted in full shegts of 240
subjects {four panes of 60), by a forme composed ot 20 stereotyped groups of g,_,_z,"lt now appears to be cerrain thar this
“0 HH.8> overprint was applied to individual, 60-subject panés by a forme composed of 60 loose stereos. randomly blocked
together into a chase. It is probable that thiese * i

0.HH.87 panes were the first to be produced. and that the quotes were found to
be objectionable after only several panes were overprinted (the presence ot the quotation marks Is thought to be the result of a
misinterpretation of the instructions to the typeserrer). The ofteriding quotes were subsequently chiseled or machinerouted oft
the torme (some tncompletely). and overprinting continued on a-small number of panes (stamps overprinted by this corrected
forme — some of them inverted — are known used as early as December of 1913. and are also quite rare). At this poinr it was
probably decided thar a larger overprinting surface was needed <= hence, the 240 subject forme. It appears that mesrof the
rejected “OMMST panes were held back until 1914. and were then placed into vety Jimited usc. One such stamp is recorded
with a 1913 (month Mlegible) “TANTA" postmark. while the remaining recorded examples are postmarked in 1914. at
"ALEXANDRIA" (Ocr.~Nov.). “BANI SUWEF" (Sgpr.). "MINA-EL-QAMH" (Feb.). "PORT TAUFIQ" (Sepr. or Oct.) and
“SOHAG" (month illegibie), The stamp on the submitted cover is tully sound. and is from one the minor vatietal positions on the
B0-subjecr pane. its left-mostinverted comma missing most of its tail tappearing more like a square stop). its final stop being
incomplete. The adhesives on the cover are tied by an “ALEXANDRIA / R.5" postmark of “14. X. 14. 2 10PM". Additionally.
the cover bears the bilingual (English /Arabic official chep of the “ALEXANDRIA / PORTS & LIGHTHOUSES
ADMINISTRATION', struck in biue. The 5 mills stany wirh the “0.RR87 overprint is one of the significant raritles of
the Equptian 'Official Issues. On the reverse of the cover, I have struck my "8 &% Hee” authenticarion mark {in purple ink).
The cover. once in the collection of Dr. William Byam, has alse been certified as “genuing by The Roval Philatelic Society.
Condon (cerr. #22.156, 26 May. 1939). czn.
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