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RAYBAUDI

EXPERTS
Roma, 1 marzo 1991

EGEQO 1944, occ.ne tedesca: 5 ¢c. + 5 c. lilla rosso, coppia oriz-
zontale con soprastampa "Weihnachten 1944" del I e del II
tipo (Sass. N. 9c) nuova.

A nostro parere la coppia qui sotto fotograficamente riprodotta
ha soprastampe originali e gomma integra. Poiché trovasi tuttora
in ottimo stato di conservazione, & stata firmata.
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The advertising stamps of Italy

By Rebert E. Lana

Do you remember the com-
pany that planned to combine
discount-priced United States
postage stamps with advertis-
ing and offer the finished pro-
duce for sale at convenience
stores? The government suc-
cessfully blocked that
scheme, but many U.S. collec-
tors were upset at the very
idea.

Someone had the same sort
of bright idea in Italy about 65
years ago.

A royal decree issued May
16, 1923, specified that a num-
ber of definitive stamps
would have advertising labels
attached to them as a vertical
tab below the stamp itself.

These unusual stamps were
to be sold to the public, and
especially to businesses, at a
discount from the usual face
value. The post office made
up that difference plus a prof-
it from the fee charged to the
advertisers for the privilege
of promoting their products.

Philatelists around the
world protested. Italian news-
papers that opposed Mussoli-
ni, who had come to power in
1922, took this opportunity to
attack the new fascist regime.

Their protests were to no
avail, and at the beginning of
November 1924, the first ad-
vertising stamps were issued.
Scott catalogs the 19 issued
definitives with labels in chro-
nological order in the Italian
listings for 1924-25 in Vol. 3.

Figure 1 shows two of the
stamps. On the left is a 15-cen-

tesimo Victor Emmanuel III
above an advertising label for
Campari bitters. To the right
is the corresponding 50c de-

Figure 1. Two of Italy’s ad-
vertising stamps of 1924-25.

finitive with a tab promoting
Reinache motor oil.

In all, there are 13 different
advertising vignettes. Each
stamp and label combination
is perforated all around, but
the space between the stamp
and the label is imperforate.

Three 15¢ stamps, five 25¢,
one 30c, nine 50c and a single
1 lire stamp and label combi-
nation were issued in this
fashion.

In addition, two other val-
ues were prepared but not is-
sued — a 20c definitive stamp
and a 60c express delivery is-
sue.

The advertisers were sell-
ing phonographs, four types of
liquors, three brands of linen,
lubricants, light bulbs, a pat-
ent medicine, and Singer sew-
ing machines. As if that
weren't enough, the unissued
express delivery stamp fea-

tured chocolate kisses.

Other stamp-issuing entities
have launched similar experi-
ments in advertising with
stamps, both before and since
the Italian experience. Like
these others, Italy apparently
discovered that the negligible
profit didn’t make up for the
negative public reaction and
the inconvenience of pro-
ducing them.

Production of the advertis-
ing stamps was quietly halted
after 1925.

When all is said and done,

recently.

Italian advertising stamps
0n cover are also prized, such
as the example that is shown
in Figure 2.

The cover is franked with a
pair of 50c stamps with Singer
sewing machine advertising
labels. These have a catalog
value as mint or used singles
of less than §1 apiece, yet this
pair on cover sold in the Unit-
ed States recently for $100.

For the well-heeled special-
ist, Scott catalogs the price of

Hmmerica

2 i o

775:5 _‘,?gwfax-‘e 5 7

Figure 2. A pair of Italian 50-centesimo stamps with Singer
sewing machine advertising labels on a 1925 cover.

are these reviled advertising
stamps collected today? You
bet they are!

One of the scarcer ones, an
unused 50c stamp with a
green Piperno label, sold for
$425 at a European auction

a unused set of the 19 adver-
tising stamps at $3,764.

For those of us on a limited
budget, the same stamps in
used condition, along with the
two unissued values, can be
purchased for about $225. I
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