Ceylon Airgraph Stationery Forms

Ceylon to Glasgow: First month of Airgraph service
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Airgraph From: Ceylon To: Glasgow, Scotland  April 21, 1942
Sent from Ceylon within a month of service beginning on the island.
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6. Ceylon Airgraph on South African Form 15
7. After Era Use and Conclusion 16

Exhibit & Scope

This is a Postal Stationery exhibit focusing on
Airgraphs forms used in Ceylon. The Airgraphs are
microfilmed correspondence sent from Ceylon based
servicemen during World War II. Ceylon Airgraph
service began March 27, 1942, and ended July 31,
1945. Airgraph correspondence was processed in
Bombay, India until late in war when processing began
on the island itself. This exhibit focuses on the specific
Airgraph forms used by Ceylon based troops. It is not
an exhibit of the war artist graphics drawn on the
forms, while some are shown to highlight forms used.

Known variations found on Ceylon Airgraph forms
used, as well as new variations not identified in prior
works are shown here. This includes the unusual
Airgraphs from Ceylon written on Indian and South
African Airgraph forms. Near to the end of the war,
Airgraph service was opened to a limited extent to
commercial use, these form types are also shown.

Format

Headings and form variations are bolded. Quotes from
these Airgraph letters are shown in Arial italic gray.
Original research is typed in maroon and underscored.
The exhibit is ordered by Airgraph type and use.

Historical Background

British Navy and Air Force troops were stationed in
Ceylon during WWII because of the island’s strategic
importance in preventing Japanese advances.
Restricted airspace and cargo space shortages caused
Airmail service to take over four months in transit
from Ceylon to England. Airgraphs cut that delivery
time to weeks, not months, and cost less to send.

Airgraphs were used by British forces from April 21,
1941 to July 31, 1945.

Ceylon’s service began
later, on March 27, 1942.
Airgraph mail used the
same microfilming
technology as V-Mail,
developed by the Eastman
U Kodak Company and used

Ceylon, now Sri Lanka, for military mail in World
located just below India. War II




Ceylon Airgraph Stationery Forms
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Exhibit & Scope:

This is a postal stationery exhibit of Ceylon Airgraphs used by forces in Ceylon during World War II. The exhibit
studies Airgraph forms used in Ceylon, highlighting fine differences found on the forms used. Ceylon troops
correspondence was processed in Bombay, India until late in the war, and Airgraphs from the Ceylon troops are
found written on Ceylon and Indian Airgraph forms and rarely on South African forms, all are shown here.
Examples of privately made artistic greetings drawn onto the standard forms are iconic of symbols of the Airgraph
are included, as are the limited forces Commercial Airgraphs. This exhibit includes quotes from the actual Airgraphs
shown, and includes a few photos and a number of Airgraph envelopes to expand the overall interest of the exhibit.
Background:

The island of Ceylon was a key stronghold for Allied troops in keeping back Japanese forces, although very limited
Airgraph communications remain to be collected. Airgraphs played an important role in wartime correspondence.
Axis control of airspace made communications from the far east back to Europe especially delayed. Airmail was
processed by sea vessels going around Africa, and costly airmail letters could take up to four months to arrive.
Airgraphs service for Ceylon was established in March of 1942, a year after service implemented elsewhere in the
British Commonwealth. For Ceylon, Airgraph service greatly improved communication reliability and speed. This
exhibit provides specific quotes from servicemen comparing mail service. As the war drew down, regular Airmail
services resumed and lower rates were established. Airgraph use was discontinued in July, 1945.

What you will not find:

This is an exhibit about the Airgraph forms used in Ceylon and the differences found between them. Interesting
Airgraph items such as: original Airgraph form artwork, a box used for shipping film from Ceylon, a photograph
sent in Airgraph—each of these would be interesting to see, but are not known from Ceylon and not within this
scope. While island bases were active in the war, the role and number of troops and troop access to Airgraph
services were limited. The many censor markings used on Airgraphs in Ceylon is a broad topic and beyond the
scope this single frame. This exhibit is on Forces Airgraphs, the 50c rate civilian form use is not included.

Original Research & Findings:

Form Varieties: While the primary reference on Airgraphs, written by E.H. Keeton, suggests eight Airgraph form
types found on forces mail from Ceylon, personal research shown here presents eleven form types. Through careful
investigation of the form itself, its printing, the process used to print the full sheets of multiple forms and cut those
down to the forms actually used, the identification of varieties work is done. This exhibit’s research updates
Keeton's findings, especially in the area of left margin text form differences.

Foreign Form Usages: With Ceylon’s proximity to India and war time troop movements and challenges, Airgraphs
from Ceylon forces are found on India Airgraph forms. Indian Airgraphs are found on over forty different form
types. Interestingly, certain of these forms have been identified as made for use only by Ceylon forces. Of particular
rarity, four Ceylon Airgraphs on these specific Indian Stationery Forms are presented here. In Keeton’s text, these
are marked as forms INSA, INSA, IN15A, and IN 27A identified as used in Ceylon and as “Not Seen”, these form
types used in Ceylon are each presented here, these are only known usages. Ceylon Airgraphs on other Indian forms
are also included, as is a Ceylon Airgraph on a South African form, quite an oddity.

Rarity:

Limited troops were active on the island of Ceylon, and, as a distant and remote outpost, Airgraph service came later
for these servicemen. The final processing center for Airgraphs was opened in Colombo, Ceylon just as the war was
ending. Fewer Airgraphs were sent and remain for collectors. This exhibit is comprised of original holdings from
the Keeton collection used for illustration in his definitive text. The exhibit also includes as significant items from
long collectors Berman, Cosentini, Stendel and other materials collected over time. No rarity boxes around items are
shown, instead just specific text describes the items. The original forms and Indian only known usages are of note.

Format:

Headings and form variations are bolded. Quotes from these Airgraph letters are shown in Arial italic gray.
Original research is typed in maroon and underscored. The exhibit is ordered by Airgraph type and use following a
general chronology as description best allows.

Highlights Include:

¢ Two Original Blank Forms

¢ Eleven Form Varieties

¢ An Offset Impression Variety

¢ Four Unique Ceylon Airgraphs Sent on Indian Forms
¢ A Ceylon Airgraph Greeting on a South African Form
¢ An Airgraph Form Mailed Shortly After Use Ended



2. Airgraph Mail Process

Airgraph Innovation Introduced to:

*

* o o

Comparing Mail Services:

irgraph  All Air, 100x Two
Ist Priority lighter Weeks
ir Letter Normally Yaoz Weeks to
by Air Months
irmail  BySea& Air Y20z 3to4
Months
From this Airgraph Text >

“I'm sorry about the Airmail, but I haven't given

up hope yet. It takes a hell of a time for some of it
fo get here.”

Airgraph System Process:

®

L4
¢
*

Handle Large Volumes of Wartime Mail
Free Airplane Cargo Space

Avoid Standard Airmail Delays

Address Military Security Needs

How Sent Weight Transit

Forms Given Free to Troops, 20 cents to Mail
Completed Airgraph Passes Censor and Serialized
Completed Forms Sorted & Photographed
Film Rolls Sent by Air to Destination, Saving Space

Airgraph Film Process:

Ceylon Airgraph Standard Form

¢ Film Arrives at Destination and is Printed
¢ Letters Put in Envelopes and Distributed

Airgraph Forms from Different Countries:

¢ Look Similar, but are Not Alike

¢ This is Ceylon’s Standard Form on the Front Side

¢ The 20 cent Postage and Instructions are on the Reverse

From: Ceylon

To: Berks, England

A. Why Airgraphs & How the Process Worked

October 15, 1942

< Microfilm Letter
Small film reduction from
full page original




. Airgraph Mail Process
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om: Colombo, Ceylon To: Surry, England ~ Christmas, 1942
liday Greeting drawn on Standard Ceylon Airgraph stationery form.

rms were mechanically reproduced and preprinted with “Base Post
fice Colombo Ceylon” imprinted.

12.

/
RAF Sienacs Centre
G ANGODAWILLA, 10 OR SO
MILES FROM CoLOMBO

Reverse

B. Carrying the Airgraph Mail

Routing Ceylon Airgraphs with Delivery via the
BOAC Empire Horseshoe Route |

1. From Ceylon to Karachi, Karachi to Cairo, on to London via
BOAC direct route along the north African coast.

2. From Ceylon to India and Persian Gulf, on to Cairo, then via
Khartoum to Lagos, and via the African west coast to England.

Wartime flights flown by the Royal Air Force (RAF).
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Empire Horseshoe Route mimics the British
colonial mail route to Australia of the 1850s.

Ceylon Original Photo. Signal Centre handled Airgraph communications.
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Standard Ceylon Airgraph Form
Ceylon Airgraph Forms Known

For Service and not C

Image of Reverse Side, reduced

Forms Printed first in blue, later in gray.

Image of document front reveals forms “cu
line” in design on right. Forms printed in

large sheets.
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J. Ceyion Ailrgraph Form Variations
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From: Colombo To: Newport, England ~ April 17, 1942
Airgraph variety used within one month of serVice starting.
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Variation Two: =

Missing “e” and no period after address.

¥

Variation Three: -2
Alignment of the “S” of Sender below the
“m” of “message”.

v
_ NEnte (e mssiags veoy By belsw tEE Sae
o - i it e R e
Bender's ¥pkie gnd 18 7P

Variations One Through Three

Introduction to Airgraph Variations
¢ Wording differences in instructions
¢ Alignment differences between text sections
¢ Eight previously identified variations
¢ Three new findings, shown with maroon text
Where Form Differences Occurred
¢ Individual forms created to make a large printed
sheet. For these Airgraphs, 12 forms per sheet.

[ Four Across Three Down
< Variation One:
“Sender’s Address” instead of “Sender’s Name

and Address”

On the Standard Form “S” of Sender is below “t” of the.

From: Colombo  To: Berks, England September 30, 1942

With envelope used for this Airgraph. Single circle cds cancel.




. Ceylon Airgraphs Form Variatiulns  Variations Four & Five

Envelope used for this Airgraph: Blue Postage Paid pre-printed CDS, 1943 with
no date indicated. This was done for faster processing.

Jariation Four: WV
he “S” of Sender below the “e” of “Write”.
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Sender's Nome and Addresas ®R0437 ¢ ri T I V&OR. }

rom: Ceylon  To: South Wales, England

Variation Five: -
The “S” of Sender below the “h” of “the”.

o e " From: ' : Cheshi 13, 194
. ad . o fiﬁ From: Colombo To: Cheshire, England August 13, 1943




3. Ceylon Airgraphs Form Variations
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From: Ceylon To: South Wales, England August 16, 1942

Variations on this Airgraph: -

Variation Seven:
“S” of Sender below “te” of Write.

Wit} the Mtwmmwmm

| |
Th sidress. Variation Eight:
- should be Missing “e” in The & “.”
weristen & Added after address
iaege o
poasibls in

BLOCK lettn*= | Variation Nine:

wholly within Broken “e” in letters
this panel #e——s Newly l«lentiﬁe(l Variation
NOT

be typewritten,

Variations Six Through Nine

Why the Form Variations?
Forms Retyped

Alignment Differences

Missing Characters & Changes
Forms Reprinted

Characters Faded or Misprinted
Wartime Haste & Carelessness
Supply Stock Variability—Paper & Printing

< Variation Six:
“Name and Address” instead of
“Sender’s Name and Address”

Example of Form Retyped Variation

From Airgraph Text Below:
“I'm glad your Airgraphs are showing up
regularly now.”
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November 12, 1942

From: Colombo  To: Glasgow, Scotland




2 \ A 1vO 1 Variations
3. Ceylon Airgraphs Form variations

Variations on this Airgraph -

Variation Ten:
The “S” of Sender below the “e” of “the”.
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Variation Eleven:

Printing at left, “should be written as” lightened.
Newly Identified Variation

7 M P OoAD ,
52 SPoUT LANE q
CALDMORE

WALSALL
STAFEs . L NGLAN

This space should bet be wed,

Variations Ten & Eleven
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To: Burks, England May 28, 1944

From: Ceylon

N From this Airgraph Text:

" “I’'m back from my leave in the hills. I’'ve
seen some of the Lipton’s... I will try to visit
again next time 1 go ‘up Country’.”

€ War Artist Drawn Holiday Greeting
¢ Added Graphic on Censor Area
Graphic Added to Address Box

RAF Censor Marking Preprinted

No Message Space Provided

Imprinted “RAF Postal Service, Ceylon’
at form bottom right

* & o o

b

Ceylon Holiday Greeting professionally printed onto Airgraph Standard Form
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‘eylon Airgraph Form Variations

Commercial Forms

isinesses encountered delayed mail service during wartime, when prior air routes were changed to avoid “no fly” zones. When Airgraph
rvice was extended to Commercial correspondence, new forms were used. Airgraph use was welcomed, as it provided quick and

expensive mail service.

ommercial Use Airgraph Form Type 1943
Larger feathered arrow, top left
Left at bottom line, “CAC Press Colombo”
“CAC Press Colombo” - Commercial only

Commercial Use Airgraph Forms
Only two types known, as shown.

==Ree - GARSON & om::&

24,
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Thi c0a shaehd ol o nsed

rom: Ceylon  To: Liverpool, England October 28, 1943

ea Industry Mail: “ Marshall’s Tea Machinery Co. Ltd.” with
oduction Details: Equipment dried tea at 350 pounds an hour.

Commercial Airgraph Form Type 1944 ¥

¢ Instruction text above address box, centered

¢ “To:-” added to address box

¢ Space and italic “:” after “Sender’s Name and Address”
¢ Follows format of British Airgraph forms
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Hhﬂsmu.l.a TEA MAcnmuy Co:
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GAINSBoROUGH, | g ¢

ENGLAND. )
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Saptesber Z0th. 1944, Bender's Name and Address s D.T.Angus, !bpucuunna.
o Ratnopurs, Ceylon

x| ¥y dear Ridler,

ey T

T sem %o have delayed n very long time in replying to your last
eirgraph of the 25th jortl, At thay time T had not the figurea of the latest
drier srected at 'uuuya a.x A, sten T hed thom. seem to have put the matter off,
Ky apologies.

1 The aew 4 ft. "Juality™ drier turas out under normel conditions

{ 1be an hour uad we are quite satinfisd with that result. It is, of courss,

] ightly under the nutput of the lengihiened "Empire®™ but nmevertheless all thet
-u claimed for £t end all thet was expected. 1 am afraid we heve finished
our drier equipment for gquite a long time but it is very useful to heve this
new machine end its performance tested,

.
{ Things are going on apuce in the west now and -vmbody here
| is begluning to feel more hopeful of proanscts of leave, one or two odd people
S ; have gone and people will ba going now as circunstances permit bubl we are
terribly stort. Trust you ara all well,
|
3

rr v

Youfs sincerely,

N ( i
N ) ' ol

{
N m-mmu--:w-:m';mum proa
N pansL

Ex Keeton

From: Ceylon To: Gainsborough, England September 30, 1944

N From this Airgraph Text:

“Things are going on a pace in the west now and everyone
here is beginning to feel more hopeful of prospects of
leave...people will be going now as circumstances permit.”




Offset Impression of Reverse Side of Form >
Reverse image of form revealed on printed Airgraph:
¢ Two 10c KGVI stamps at left
¢ “For use of Services only” and Correspondence block
¢ Form Use Directions over Correspondence block

Newly Identified Film Printing Variation
Impressions from reverse attributed to photographing process.

Why did this
happen?
Image of stamps
shows from reverse

4 Bright light used
¢ Poor film setting
¢ Thin paper form

Lithograph Print
Showing Through

/N From: Ceylon  To: Dumfties, Scotland May 4, 1943

2 Sewreas Sreaar

DRRUIN® T O
C . DRHA. .

Bonier's Nows ond Addrass;  7O//I2S. Sar. Gv. J

: Clepxont
Lk you /é,é ot OZZ‘M

-

Two Drawn Greetings on Standard Forms. Above form with no
impression from reverse side, to the right with a trace impression.
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5. Ceylon Airgraphs on Indian Forms Form Differences

These Airgraphs were sent from Ceylon based troops, but on Indian Stationery forms.

i Four Indian Airgraph forms were exclusively used for Ceylon Airgraph mail. The reason

o for this is not known, however, Ceylon Airgraphs were processed in Bombay, India until close
Y to the end of the war. Troops moved between India and Ceylon as war conditions required.

Note proximity of The Airgraphs shown here are the only recorded uses.
Ceylon to India

ifferences Between Indian and Ceylon Airgraph Forms:
eylon Forms:

Centered Message Line

Side Bars Diagonal Hatched Lines
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ndian Forms: i '
» Left justified Message Line
» Six Side Bars Vertical Lines,

Fieas e msirustions 4

LAC 126 9GS (/?a o
Kar Chsoen #a

Wrlks (e mesunge vary clearly below e as, Fis

e “-"“

'rom this Airgraph Text: S i 3
We have no pleasure of any description : 4»,(1&, v Al
xcepl the cinemas ten miles away in 7 ‘f ‘Z’f"" % -
"ENSOR .” o 2 s 4,

: 3
Censor removal of town name, as shown below. /{em:%, s
T AT “ G /4.7 K :

~

ﬁ !I st oo ,_ - ' ‘m'/cq.;yé # ¢ o
/2 Secle rd—:jycu *‘ b - & p (a.f» :( Ae/g'(;y)faf bt
4 i 2 g . i Seulled JuMS derod, batl
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ri

‘rom This Airgraph Text: o f
. a;.."”' e
‘[ have to say life here is pretty B | g ~ et
& | i }

shastly.” **With mosquito bites, heat
umps, life seems to be one eternal

«craich... Right behind my billet, in the

ersger] kes of the . From: RAF Ceylon To: S. Wales England July 7, 1942
zmg €, sna ,Ls oy e 1’”’3‘1’ s India form, this one with a long thin arrow pointing at the address box.
variety are in abundance. Only Recorded Use known.




5. Ceylon Airgraphs on Indian Forms

& 1943 Envelope with closed date slug.
Christmas Greeting from Ceylon on an
Indian Airgraph form.

/"t s R STEveEN'S
SO BLENHEIN RO
CEAONG . BECAS,

ENGLIND

e V3 messzgy very elearly belew this lina Flause seo Imstracilous &

§295624 Y & PSTEVFNS :
=y p e AT NN P XBY - 7% BATTN
Das 20/ 10,42 - TE PuUEENS ROVAL REGT R
% &P coOc omgo_// o
DEAR PHYLERESG
T ANKS EOR THE ARGRA S TOU HAVE
BEEN SENLDING, THET N ERE MR T AN VERY
WEL CONE I THAT (T LET NME KNOW EVERY ]
THING IS5 UNKY JOOKY AT o QAL
7/ WAS MAPPY TO MHEAR THAT REE /S
CETTING ON O-K. AND THE YOUNGS TERS ARF
WELL EVEN THOUGH LENNY I8 CATOMING FREDDIE WP
| GET THERE AN HANOFUL NOW ARENT THEY]

You MENTIONED YOU HAD NOT MEARLD FRON NE,
WELL 7 HOPE EY NOW Yo HAVE RECEIVED ~
COUPLE OF SEA ML LETTERS, UT (N CASE Yoo
HOVESNT HAVE DEC OFD TO SEND TENS , and
ngnk you For yoir very j.rmfeﬁb»{s Jn Fhe

; N e
(7:7/-”,‘1

| THINK | SHOULD WISH YOU ALL THE BSST
FOR A VERY HAPPY CHRISTAMAS ~—1 A PROSPEROUS
HAPPY NEW YRAR . ~0% Gy Tl TINE TOU KBS
Fons CHRSTIAS Wikl SE€ VEARY NEAR, =

A shall no doubt send you all xmas gree

BUFr (N THE PMEANWHILE G IV MY LOVE TO ALL
AIGST NOW SAY Ay REVOR" MOR A LT TEE L
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Tide apace shoald and bo wned.

ANFrom: Queen’s Royal Regt. Colombo
; To: Berks, England  October 20, 1942
| India Form with “Corr.64” at top right.
' Only Recorded Use known.

& H.M.S. Ceylon: This Light Cruiser
launched July 30, 1942, the H.M.S. Ceylon
bombarded Japanese held territory.

RPPC Split Back Card. Printed by R.A. Fisk,
Official Photographer for H.MLS. Fleet.




. Ceylon Airgraphs on Indian Forms

pur Indian Airgraph forms were exclusively used for Ceylon Airgraph mail. The reason for this is not known,
it form likely were made for the separate Ceylon use, and the slight differences set them apart.

dian Airgraph Format Shown Below:
nstructional Text Left Justified
\lternating Vertical Side Bars
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- Sonter's wnce and atdens Y374 N0/ flﬁ’ﬂﬂ Date 13-V <4 2.,
A p,,;azv/.rn /[pﬂd.ﬁg c. :
o Dase 70! Qffrce .
Elowie.

Ceylon

1
|

|
p

‘ ) (walss
-om: Colombo, Ceylon To: England  September 24, 1942 ol % /f. &, Dl ‘ ’
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- w— 473G Lppran) oosds| || From: Colombo, Ceylon To: England November 13, 1942

; i India form with India Field and Unit Censor. This form has instruction
{ box text size reduced, and spacing changed.

& [} Welts the mecnegy very deardy Luow s lae, Flesss ¢ o+ metiurtiess o reveres.
s - e e 11 Only Recorded Use known.
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Pa N ke e Indian KFaorme
{,,,C}'Emz All ;,;iﬂguhfg on Indian Korms

her Indian Airgraph forms ended up being used for Ceylon Airgraph mail. The reason for this is likely that
ops moved between places, perhaps picking up a form in India, but sending it out once in Ceylon.
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Write the messago very elearly below this Hae.

Indian Airgraph Format All Have:
Instructional Text Left Justified
Alternating Six Vertical Side Bars
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ndian Airgraphs Forms:

. Used extensively by great numbers of troops
. Many variations used in India

. Common side bar design

. Use began in India one year prior to in Ceylon al- 3t o Mordoll gumondfls.

J}:
xp
18
‘\';\
Y
!

¢
\

At
\

From: Colombo, Ceylon To: Crosskeys, Wales November 1, 1943
Similar India form but without date line, this form is narrower, allowing
more of the form’s six vertical bars on either side to be shown in filming.




i et = Why a South African form?

;.:ég. Provineiar BANK oF I,Z,- /-MD) Troops were moved from South Africa for
TTERS 5 1MITED, e s .
tiries R e ¥ training and deployment in Ceylon.
D ShrAST
e it NorTuern LreLAND. — Zig Holiday Greeting Sent with no Censor Markings from:
o .k z “HMS HighFlyer, Trincomalee, Ceylon.”
Rend lnasructions overiest. Writs the mestage Ia lnk vary plaialy below this line. é"‘
- /) Ml Ew 1N Gy, " = i isti i
un&-ém ”z-; HI‘;U’L";“',‘" e, Dé"' &{7 o . g South African forms have distinct hyphen marks on the side
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Hyphen
Marking

South African Form Message Line and Sender’s
line differs from Indian and Ceylon forms.

;:.u.wv.—m_.......,......‘ - e . .

rincomalee, Ceylon  To: Belfast, Northern Ireland 3
December 13, 1944 ‘ 3

oliday Greeting drawn and mechanically reproduced

1a South African Airgraph stationery form. The

PO in Britain was equipped to handle one million

oliday greetings worldwide via Airgraph in 1943.

NAVAL YARD. TRINGOMALIE. |
‘ard: Naval Yard, Trincomalee :
Jase for HighFlyers in NE Ceylon
J. A. de Jong Photographer
Tuck’s Phototype Card
Bl
iyo .Phnln J. A, de Jong (Copyright)
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7. Conclusion & Epilogue —= Ceylon Airgraphs Service Ends
Only Known Example

The address”™ =

should he -

e | S lLGRENZ Lsa,
DRl ScHUL2E KoADdD
wholly within SO U T H ﬁus T/?F)L/F)

this panel s—00

The address must
NOT
be typewritten,

Write the message very pialnly below this line.

UL T 1 100

Sender's Name and Address; Colomba Broadcesting Unit,
Far Eastern Bureau,
229, Turret Road, Colombo,
CEYLON, ‘
Date; hugust 3rd, 1945,
Dear 8ir,
I have to thank you for your very interesting monitoring
repart of our Station dated June 22nd, 1945, I have checked it
with our log book and found that all the items momitored by you tally
with our programme, broadcasst on that day. I em passing your report
to the Engineering Section, who, I am sure, will be interested to
read it as well, . .

I thenk you once again for the interest you have taken in
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After Era Use:

Airgraph Sent by Airmail.

This Airgraph was sent three days after all Airgraph
service ended worldwide. Backstamped August 3rd.
Franked 16¢ for international postage.
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I HAVE TO ACKNOWLEUGE K
ALHGRAPH UATED 22,.1.45. AND
1 HAVE SENT YOU A AIR MAIL MO
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ARACHRISTMAS GREETINGS 1944 41
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