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Turkey or The Ottoman Empire as it was known until 1923 was a founder member of the U.P.U. The
ancient postal history goes back to about 300 B.C. but not until 1863 did the first adhesive stamps appear.
The original Ottoman Empire had been vast; stretching from the Arabian Peninsular across Africa to the
North of Spain but had been eroded during the middle ages and by the end of the Great War had shrunk to

its present size, becoming a Republic.

1863-64 Each row of stamps on the sheet are placed téte-
béche to the next row, the space between the
stamps is overprinted with a coloured band.

Litho on thin paper, imperf
State printing works, Constantinople.

Thin paper coloured through

1863.

Postage Due
These stamps are not strictly postage dues as they were applied to mail that had been paid but where no stamps were available

1863-64

No coloured bands




1865. The Duloz type
The star and crescent design, typo printed by Poitevin, Paris were overprintedéij a circle in Turkish characters reading “Posts of
the government of Turkey”. The lower group spelled the value but the upper group (Osmanie) always varied for each issue
1* Jan 1865
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The missing rays are fram worn cliches and exist for the 20 paras and 1 piastre.

Postage Dues.
There was a 1€ para prepared but it was not issued




1868-72. The Duloz type for postage due
The star and crescent design, New top character as shown below. Perf 13%
28™ Oct. 1868

#
-

‘4

28" Oct. 1868.
Inscription and barder in red-brown. Perf 13%

1870 perf 5-11% irrigular. |

As above perf 5-11%.




1868. The Duloz type
The star and crescent design, New top character as shown. Printed Istanbul, typo. Perf12%
28" Oct. 1868

March 1871
Sewing machine perf 5-11% irregular.

1873

Perf 12-12%




1867. The Duloz type
The star and crescent design, New top character as shown. Perf 12%

¢ Jun 1867
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Only the 2 and 5 pi. were issued other values sometimes seen c.t.o.

Postage Dues.
For this group only the 20 pa. Brown was issued




stamps issued for local post
within Istanbul by the private

company Linnos
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1865. Liannos local Constantinople locals

Turkish Local posts
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Overprints for official Government locals for Istanbul local post.
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1875. The Duloz type
The star and crescent design, New top character as shown. Perf 12-13
Jan. 1875
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Note the stamp also exists imperf




The Rachak stampo

The Kachak stamps, or “smugglers” and/or “Contraband” stamps were those stamps overprinted with the
Turkish word Kachak, (contraband) that were applied to letters found being carried by travellers and
merchants to avoid postal charges. The word smugger or contraband is unfortunate as these stamps are
actually postage dues. At first a hand stamp Fig. 1 was struck on the letter and the carrier had to pay
double the postage charge. Later remaindered postage stamps of 1869-1888 were overprinted as fig.2 to
5. And these were placed on the letters. The Turkish numerals 1-4 on the overprinted stamps probably
refered to the department dealing with the issue. Later, about 1892 a double lined frame Fig. 6 containing
the word “contraband in both French and Turkish was applied.
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Fig. 6

Blocks with téte-béche Turkish numerals
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Ratekatk stamps of Teunkey.
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. ¢ ‘2.5‘ On Duloz type of 1876-7, with red local overprint
g
1 Piastre, yellow. Perf 13%
Katchak type 1

Black. Red.




Ravehak stampe of Terkey.

Overprinted on Ottoman types of 1884-86. 1 pi, blue.

Katchak type 1
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27" Sept 1876. The Ottoman type
Perf 13%. Typo. Government printing works Istanbul.
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1884-86. The Ottoman type
Single colours.
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The boxed “Tmprimé” 1891-1894 Newspaper and printed matter stamps.

overprint was hand stamped Stamps of the Ottoman type of 1890 overprinted
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1894 Printed matter overprinted in Turkish script.
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Stanps f/ 110 Cancelled i Saloncen , Grocce. 7.41-12.
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