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THE BALLOON POSTS OF THE SIEGE OF PARIS 1870 - 1871:
FRENCH “BALLON MONTE” MAILS TO IRELAND

September 19, 1870 - January 28, 1871
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The Franco-Prussian War started on July 19, 1870, and culminated with the Siege of Paris,
which lasted from September 19, 1870, to January 28, 1871. The siege resulted in French
defeat in the Franco-Prussian War and led to the establishment of the German Empire.

An ingenious method of keeping up communication from Paris to the outside world - at least
unidirectional - was the French balloon posts which were carried in “Ballon Montés” (manned
balloons). During the 4 months of the siege 66 Ballon Montés carried over 3 million letters (as
well as passengers and freight, including carrier pigeons to bring back news from the outside
world). Each Ballon Monté flight was an exciting adventure in itself ... many were captured by
the enemy, many fired at and chased on horseback by the Prussians, many landing in
faraway places such as Norway, some crashed and some saw the first “inflight meal service”.
The flights brought fame to many of the balloon builders and balloonists, like Nadar, Dartois,
Duruof and Albert and Gaston Tissandier. Sadly (for us airmail buffs), no Ballon Monté landed
in Ireland, so “Irish Ballon Montés” always refer to mails carried by a Ballon Monté out of
Paris and forwarded by surface transport to its ultimate destination in Ireland.

The weight of each letter to be carried by a Ballon Monté was limited to 4 grams; enclosures
were not allowed (but went through occasionally). Postage to destinations within France was
20 centimes and appropriately more for other countries. Mails to Ireland required 30
centimes. Some destinations are very scarce to find, especially overseas destinations. Within
Europe Ireland surprisingly seems to be one of the elusive, if not scarce destinations. So far I
have documented about 50 “Ballon Montés” addressed to Ireland. Even after many
discussions with specialised collectors and dealers I don’t have an explanation for their rarity.




BALLON MONTE “CELESTE” MAILS
PARIS - DREUX, FORWARDED TO DUBLIN AND TO NEWTOWNMOUNTKENNEDY

September 30, 1870

Departure: Usine a Gaz, Paris, on September 30, 1870, at 9.30 a.m.

Landing: St. Denis de Monroval, near Dreux (Eure-et-Loir), to the West of Paris,
at 11.50 a.m., covering a distance of 81 km

Aeronaut: Gaston Tissandier, no passengers

Mails: 80 kg of mails and freight, 3 carrier pigeons

Flight history: While overflying the Prussian camps at Versailles, Gaston Tissandier

dropped 10’000 propaganda leaflets.

Posted Paris, Rue St-Lazare,

on September 29, 1870,

carried on September 30

with the Ballon Monté “CELESTE"
and forwarded to Dalkey, Dublin.
KINGSTOWN and DALKEY
arrival postmarks of October 14.
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Posted Paris, Rue St-Lazare, =

on September 29, 1870, : G il ,;%/} /r/:;,
carried on September 30 e 2% 2d o]
with the Ballon Monté “CELESTE”
and forwarded to
Newtownmountkennedy,

Co. Wicklow.
GREYSTONES arrival
postmark of October 3.
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(100% copy of backstamp)

August 22, 2008




BALLON MONTE “ARMAND-BARBES"” MAILS
PARIS - MONTDIDIER, FORWARDED TO LISBURN AND TO ROSCOMMON

October 7, 1870

Departure: Place Saint-Pierre, Paris, on October 7, 1870, at 11.10 a.m.

Landing: Montdidier, near Amiens (Somme), to the North of Paris, at 2.45 p.m.,
covering a distance of 98 km

Aeronaut: Alexandre Trichet

Passengers: Léon Gambetta, Minister of the Interior, and Eugéne Spuller

Mails: 100 kg of mails and freight, 16 carrier pigeons

Posted Paris, Rue de Palestro, on October 4, 1870,
carried on October 7 with the Ballon Monté “ARMAND-BARBES”
and forwarded to Lisburn. LISBURN arrival postmark of October 14.

Posted Paris, Rue Taitbout, on October el ot /A0 )
carried on October 7 with the Ballon Monté “ARMAND-BARBES”
and forwarded to Roscommon.
Without arrival postmark but “Received 16" October 1870" in manuscript.
Letter written in English.

STAMPA_2008_Sheet3c_ArmandBarbes August 22, 2008
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BALLON MONTE “WASHINGTON” OR “LOUIS BLANC” MAILS
PARIS - CAMBRAI OR PARIS - TOURNAI (BELGIUM), FORWARDED TO DUBLIN

October 12, 1870

Note: Mails cannot be distinguished since both the *“WASHINGTON” and the
“LOUIS BLANC” left Paris simultaneously.

Departure: “"WASHINGTON": Gare d'Orléans, Paris, on October 12, 1870, at 8.00 a.m.

Landing: Carniéres, near Cambrai (Nord), to the North of Paris, at 11.30 a.m.,
covering a distance of 158 km

Aeronaut: Albert Bertaux

Passengers: Albert Lefebvre (French Consul) and Louis Van Roosebecke

Mails: 300 kg of mails and freight, 25 carrier pigeons

Departure: “LOUIS BLANC": Place St. Pierre Montmartre on October 12, at 9.00 a.m.

Landing: Hainaut, in Belgium, at 2.45 p.m., covering a distance of 280 km

Aeronaut: Eugene Farcot Passenger: Traclet

Mails: 125 kg of mails and freight, 8 carrier pigeons

Posted Paris, Rue Montaigne,

on October 9, 1870,

carried on October 12

with the Ballon Monté
“WASHINGTON" or “LOUIS BLANC"
and forwarded to Dublin.

Transit postmarks

PARIS A CALAIS of October 18

and H&K PACT of October 19.
Unusual cachet de facteur “9"

in brown.

Posted Paris, Rue Montaigne,
on October 11, 1870,

carried on October 12

with the Ballon Monté
“WASHINGTON" or “LOUIS BLANC"
and forwarded to Dublin.

H&K PACT transit postmark

of October 19.

August 22, 2008




BALLON MONTE “GODEFROY CAVAIGNAC” MAIL
PARIS - BRILLON, FORWARDED TO NEWTOWNMOUNTKENNEDY

October 14, 1870

Departure: Gare d’Orléans, Paris, on October 14, 1870, at 10.00 a.m.

Landing: Brillon, near Bar-le-Duc (Meuse), to the East of Paris, at 2.45 p.m.,
covering a distance of 256 km

Aeronaut: Edmée Godard

Passengers: Count Emile de Kératry, Prefect of the Police, Estancelin and Couchut,
his 2 secretaries, and Jay de Quesneau

Mails: 170 kg of mails and freight, 4 carrier pigeons

Flight history: Approaching the German borders, the landing took place in a zone invaded
by the Prussians, but balloonist and passengers were brought to safety by
local farmers before the Prussians became aware of the landing.
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Posted Paris, Rue St-Lazare, on October 12, 1870,
carried on October 7 with the Ballon Monté “"GODEFROY CAVAIGNAC"
and forwarded to Newtownmountkennedy, Co. Wicklow.
GREYSTONES transit postmark of October 19
and NEWTOWNMOUNTKENNEDY arrival postmark of October 19.

STAMPA_2008_Sheet5¢c_GodefroyCavaignac August 22, 2008




BALLOON POSTS OF THE FRANCO - GERMAN WAR 1870 - 1871
THE SIEGE OF PARIS: BALLONS MONTES FORWARDED TO IRELAND

October 14, 1870

J. ROBINEAU 6
PHILATELISTE

EXPERT PRES LA COUR D'APPEL DE PARIS
L'ADMINISTATION DES DOMAINES

5, RUE DrouoT
75009 PARIS

Tel. 01 47 70 16 90
Fax. 01 47 70 43 96

Je soussigné JROBINEAU certifie avoir examiné la piéce reproduite
sur ce certificat.

Lettre mention manuscrite pour Wicklow (Irlande), affranchie N°30
oblitéré étoile 2, frappée du cachet de départ Paris R St Lazare 12 Oct 70
et au verso, du cachet d’arrivée TOWN.KE OC 19.70 (faible mais date
lisible) Destination Rare.

Pli transporté par LE GODEFROY CAVAIGNAC.

Mon opinion est que cette piéce est authentique et trés belle.

Paris, le 13 Octobre 2000

N . |

Posted in Paris on October 12, 1870,
carried on October 14 by the ballon monté GODEFROY CAVAIGNAC
and forwarded to Newtownmountkennedy, Greystones, Co. Wicklow.
GREYSTONES transit postmark and
NEWTOWNMOUNTKENNEDY arrival postmark of October 19.

MONTEIL5.EU / November 29, 2000 "AIRMAILS OF IRELAND"




BALLON MONTE “VAUBAN" MAIL
PARIS - COMMERCY, FORWARDED TO CASTLEPOLLARD

October 27, 1870

Departure: Gare d'Orléans, Paris, on October 27, 1870, at 9.00 a.m.

Landing: Commercy (Meuse), to the East of Paris, at 1.00 p.m., covering a distance
of 248 km

Aeronaut: Guillaume

Passengers:  A. Reitlinger, a lawyer, and Edouard Cassiers, “Colombophile”

Mails: 290 kg of mails and freight, 23 carrier pigeons

Flight history: The landing took place in a zone invaded by the Prussians, but balloonist
and passengers were brought to safety by local farmers before the
Prussians became aware of the landing

(100% copy of letter, page 1)
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Posted Paris, Rue d’Amsterdam, on October 24, 1870,
carried on October 27 with the Ballon Monté “VAUBAN"
and forwarded to Castlepollard, Co. Westmeath.
KILLUCAN transit postmark of November 6
and CASTLEPOLLARD arrival postmark of November 7.
Unusual postage of 40c.

Addressed to William Pollard-Urquhart (1815-1871) who tried to solve the National Debt.
Pollard-Urquhart was a writer specialising in economic and policy questions of his day.
He served as high sheriff of County Westmeath since 1840
and sat as Member of Parliament for Westmeath as a liberal from 1852.

STAMPA_2008_Sheet6c Vauban August 22, 2008




BALLON MONTE “COLONEL CHARRAS” AND “GENERAL RENAULT” MAILS
PARIS - MONTIGNY-LE-ROI, FORWARDED TO TUAM,
AND PARIS - BAILLOLET, FORWARDED TO KINGSTOWN, DUBLIN

October 29, 1870 / December 11, 1870

Departure: “"COLONEL CHARRAS": Gare du Nord, Paris, October 29, 1870, 12.00 a.m.

Landing: Montigny-le-Roi (Haute-Marne), to the South-East of Paris, at 4.30 p.m.,
covering a distance of 200 km

Aeronaut: Ferdinand Gilles, no passengers

Mails: 460 kg of mails and freight, 6 carrier pigeons. This was the heaviest load of

mails ever carried by a Ballon Monté.

Postcard, posted in Paris
with military postmark
“ARMEE DU RHIN / BAY AL"

e A o
Ballon Monté "COLONEL CHARRAS" 157671

and forwarded to Tuam, Co. Galway.
Unusual mixed postage of

“Céres” and “Empire Lauré” stamps.
Addressed to Mrs. J.A. George,
Headford Castle. Headford Castle

at that time was owned by Richard
James St. George (1838-1891).

Departure: “GENERAL RENAULT": Gare du Nord, Paris, December 11, 1870, 2.15 a.m.

Landing: Baillolet (Seine-Inférieure), to the North-West of Paris, at 5.30 a.m.,
covering a distance of 143 km

Aeronaut: Henri Joignerey, a student Passengers: Larmanjat and Wolf

Mails: 100 kg of mails and freight, 12 carrier pigeons

(100% copy of backstamp)

Posted Paris, Hotel-de-Ville, on December 9--1870,
carried on December 11 with the Ballon Monté “"GENERAL RENAULT"

and forwarded to Kingstown, Dublin. KINGSTOWN arrival postmark of December 14.

Mixed “Céres” and “Empire Lauré” postage.

STAMPA_2008_Sheet7d_ColonelCharrasGeneralReneult August 22, 2008




BALLOON POSTS OF THE FRANCO - GERMAN WAR 1870 - 1871
THE SIEGE OF PARIS: BALLONS MONTES FORWARDED TO IRELAND

December 11, 1870

Jean-Francois BRUN CERTIFICAT d'EXPERTISE

Expert A.1.E.P.

Paris, le 17 décembre 1997

Certificat n° 10406

L'enveloppe affranchie, dont photo partielle ci dessous:
Pays: FRANCE Emissions: 1867 et 1870
Valeurs: 20cet 30 ¢ Nuances: Bleu, bistre

N° 29 et 36 du catalogue Yvert Etat: oblitérés Etoile sur enveloppe
4 destination de Kingstown, Irlande,
transportée par Ballon Monté,
arrivée en Irlande le 14 décembre 1870
est authentique

E BRUN & FILS, PHILATELISTES, 85 Galerie Beaujolais Pa]ﬂl: oyal, 7 00] P—\B]S = 014261 48 88

Expertise effectuée stm nos conditions gééa l

«‘gJ

Posted in Paris on December 9, 1870, carried on December 11
by the ballon monté GENERAL RENAULT and forwarded to Kingstown, Dublin.
Mixed "Cérés" and "Empire Lauré" postage
and KINGSTOWN arrival postmark of December 14.

MONTE24.EU / May 22, 2003 "AIRMAILS OF IRELAND"




BALLON MONTE “VILLE DE CHATEAUDUN” MAIL
PARIS - RECLAINVILLE, FORWARDED TO PORTADOWN

November 6, 1870

Departure: Gare du Nord, Paris, on November 6, 1870, at 9.45 a.m.

Landing: Réclainville, near Chartres (Eure-et-Loir), to the South-West of Paris,
at 5.30 p.m., covering a distance of 105 km

Aeronaut: Philippe Bosc

Passengers: no passengers

Mails: 455 kg of mails and freight, 6 carrier pigeons. This was the second

heaviest load of mails ever carried by a Ballon Monté.

(70% copy of letter, 1% page)

Paris, le ,r

GARDE NATIONALE
DE PARIS

187¢ Bataillon

CGommandant CORBET

Do Ll lp el of oy Sreac yza/?
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/ T tegery PETCC T geerted 2, = ¥

(100% copy of backstamp)

Posted Paris on November 5, 1870,
carried on November 6 with the Ballon Monté “VILLE DE CHATEAUDUN"
and forwarded to Portadown, Co. Armagh.
PORTADOWN arrival postmark of November 10.
Letter written by “Commandant Corbet, 187e Bataillon, GARDE NATIONALE DE PARIS”,
on unusually thick and heavy paper and marked only with “Par Ballon”.

Commandant Corbet, ranking high in the French Army,
sent his wife Amélie Corbet to Portadown, Co. Armagh,
for the months of the siege of Paris.

STAMPA_2008_SheetBc_VilleDeChateaudun August 22, 2008




BALLON MONTE “GIRONDE” AND “GENERAL UHRICH” MAILS
PARIS - GAUDREVILLE, FORWARDED TO MULLINGAR, AND
PARIS - LUZARCHES, FORWARDED TO DUBLIN

November 8, 1870 / November 18, 1870

Departure: “GIRONDE": Gare d'Orléans, Paris, on November 8, 1870, at 8.20 a.m.

Landing: Gaudreville, near Evreux (Eure), to the West of Paris, at 3.40 p.m.,
covering a distance of 92 km

Aeronaut: Claude Galley Passengers: Herbault, E. Barry and J. Gambeés

Mails: Only 60 kg of mails and freight

Flight history: This was the first flight with an “inflight service”, as a bottle of Bordeaux,
Chéteau Giscours, was opened and drunk.

Posted Paris,

Place de la Madeleine,
on November 7, 1870,
carried on November 8
with the Ballon Monté
“"GIRONDE" and
forwarded to Mullingar,
Co. Westmeath.
MULLINGAR

arrival postmark

of November 10.
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Departure: “GENERAL UHRICH": Gare du Nord, Paris, November 18, 1870, 11.15 p.m.
Landing: Luzarches, near Pontoise (Seine-et-Oise), to the North of Paris, at 8.00

a.m. on the following morning, covering a distance of 30 km
Aeronaut: Emile Lemoine
Passengers: Joseph Bienbar, Jean Chapouil and Prosper Thomas
Mails: 80 kg of mails and freight and 34 carrier pigeons were carried.
Flight history: This was the first night flight, after several earlier balloons were captured

Posted Paris,

Rue Montaigne,

on November 13, 1870,
carried on November 18
with the Ballon Monté
“GENERAL UHRICH"

and forwarded to Dublin.

STAMPA_2008_Sheet9c_GirondeGeneralUhrich August 22, 2008
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BALLON MONTE “ARCHIMEDE"” MAILS
PARIS - CASTELRE, HOLLAND, FORWARDED TO ROSCOMMON
AND TO NEWTOWNMOUNTKENNEDY

November 21, 1870

Departure: Gare d’Orléans, Paris, on November 21, 1870, at 0.45 a.m.
Landing: Castelré, Holland, at 6.45 a.m., covering a distance of 400 km
Aeronaut: Jules Buffet

Passengers: Gaston de Saint-Valéry and Albert de Jaudas

Mails: 290 kg of mails and freight, 21 carrier pigeons

Flight history: First Ballon Monté to land in Holland

Posted Paris,

Bd Richard-Lenoir,

on November 19, 1870,
carried on November 21
with the Ballon Monté
“ARCHIMEDE"

and forwarded to
Newtownmountkennedy,
Co. Wicklow.

BELGIQUE / LILLE

and FRANCE OUEST
“cachets d’entrée”

of November 23,
GREYSTONES

transit postmark

of November 24 and
NEWTOWNMOUNTKENNED
arrival postmark

of November 24.

Posted Paris,
Place de la Madeleine,
on November 19, 1870,

P R e
SN
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=7 J

Iy
P s f _,) Allcanchisse.

carried on November 21 e : " ) \@f %) [FrancoetAlg
with the Ballon Monté e A i L
1] Ele e — Titranger,

taxe ordinaire.

“ARCHIMEDE" and
forwarded to Roscommon.
Inscribed “Nov. 25", 1870" \ ' 375 i

in manuscript. R Gt /?/%’J’cﬁ%f'/szl_j—d(_;ﬁ_p
Letter written in English. B o~ QZL;L%:Q__)
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BALLOON POSTS OF THE FRANCO - GERMAN WAR 1870 - 1871
THE SIEGE OF PARIS: BALLONS MONTES FORWARDED TO IRELAND

November 21, 1870

J. ROBINEAU 12

PHILATELISTE

EXPERT PRES LA COUR I)' APPEL DE PARIS
L' ADMINISTATION DES DOMAINES

5, RUE DrOUOT
75009 PARIS

Tel. 01 47 70 16 90
Fax. 01 47 70 43 96

Je soussigné J.ROBINEAU certific avoir examiné la piéce reproduite
sur ce certificat.

Letire mention manuscrite datée du 14 Nov, affranchic N°30 (un angle
défectueux) oblitéré étoile 19 et cachet départ partiel .Lenoir date illisible
frappée du cachet de passage Belgique Lille et France Ouest, tous deux
du 23 Nov, du cachet Creystone NO 24 et d’arrivée (faible) Nexton 2 7
NO (Irlande). Rare cachet d’entrée en Belgique et destination Rare.

Pli transporté par L’ARCHIMEDE.

Mon opinion est que cette piéce est authentique et rare.

Paris, le 14 Octobre 2000

Posted in Paris on November 14, 1870,
carried on November 21 by the ballon monté ARCHIMEDE
and forwarded to Newtownmountkennedy, Greystones, Co. Wicklow.
BELGIQUE LILLE and FRANCE QUEST "cachets d’entrée" of November 23,
and GREYSTONES transit postmark and
NEWTOWNMOUNTKENNEDY arrival postmark of November 24.

MONTE16.EU / November 29, 2000 : "AIRMAILS OF IRELAND "




BALLOON POSTS OF THE FRANCO - GERMAN WAR 1870 - 1871
THE SIEGE OF PARIS: BALLONS MONTES FORWARDED TO IRELAND
THE CORBET CORRESPONDENCE

November 30, 1870
Commandant Corbet, ranking high in the French Army as commander of

the 187th Battalion of the GARDE NATIONALE DE PARIS, sent his wife Amélie Corbet
to Portadown, Co. Armagh, Ireland, for the months of the siege of Paris.

Letter dated November
28, 1870, probably
carried on November
30 by the ballon
monté JULES FAVRE Il
and forwarded to
Portadown, Co.
Armagh.
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Undated letter to
Portadown, probably
enclosed in a separate
letter sheet.
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BALLON MONTE “FRANKLIN” MAIL
PARIS - SAINT-AIGNAN, FORWARDED TO DUBLIN

December 5, 1870

Departure: Gare d'Orléans, Paris, on December 5, 1870, at 1.00 a.m.

Landing: Saint-Aignan, near Nantes (Loire-Inférieure), to the West of Paris,
at 8.00 a.m., covering a distance of 403 km

Aeronaut: Pierre Marcia

Passengers: Count d’Andrécourt, Captain in the General High Command,
carrying secret documents

Mails: 100 kg of mails and freight, 6 carrier pigeons

St Ne 18, Samedi 8 Dicembre 1870
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(70% copy of “Gazette des Absents”, page 1)

“Gazette des Absents No. 13, Samedi, 3 Décembre 1870",
posted Paris, Place de la Madeleine, on December 4, 1870,
carried on December 5 with the Ballon Monté “FRANKLIN"
and forwarded to Dublin.
H & K PACT transit postmark of December 11.
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BALLOON POSTS OF THE FRANCO - GERMAN WAR 1870 - 1871
' | THE SIEGE OF PARIS
CERTIFICATE FOR BALLONS MONTE FORWARDED TO IRELAND

December 5, 1870

J. ROBINEAU 1348
PHILATELISTE

iXPERT PRES LA COUR D'APPEL DE PARIS
L’ADMINISTATION DES DOMAINES

5, RUE DroOUOT
75009 PARIS

Tel. 01 47 70 16 90
Fax. 01 47 70 43 96
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Je soussigné J ROBINEAU certifie avoir examiné la picce
reproduite sur ce certificat.

Gazette des Absents N°13 pour Dublin (Irlande), affranchie
N°30 (angle arrondi) oblitéré étoile 3, frappée du cachet Paris Pl de
la Madeleine 594 Déc 70 et du cachet d’arrivée HSK.PACT.A/DE
11/9/1870. Destination Rare.

Belle piéce, transportée par LE FRANKLIN.

Mon opinion est que cette piéce est authentique.

Paris, le 5 mars 1999

NG

GAZETTE DES ABSENTS NO. 13, dated December 3, 1870, posted in Paris on December 4,
carried on December 5 by the ballon monté LE FRANKLIN and forwarded to Dublin.
H & K PACT transit postmark of December 11.
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BALLON MONTE “VILLE DE PARIS” MAIL
PARIS - BAILLOLET, FORWARDED TO KINGSTOWN, DUBLIN

7 December 15, 1870
Departure: Gare Du Nord, Paris, on December 15, 1870, at 4.45 a.m.

Landing: Sinn, near Nassau in Germany at 1.00 p.m., covering a distance of 468 km
Aeronaut: Emile Dhiot (Delamarne)

Passengers: Lucien Morel (jounalist) and Billebault

Mails: 63 kilograms of mails and freight, 6 carrier pigeons

Flight history: This was the first landing of a Ballon Monté in Germany, and balloon,
passengers and mails were immediately captured
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(70% copy of “Dépeche-Ballon”, page 1)

“DEPECHE-BALLON No. 12, Mardi, 6 Décembre 1870",
posted in Paris, Rue de Strasbourg, on December 12, 1870,
carried on December 15 with the Ballon Monté “VILLE DE PARIS"
and forwarded to Dublin.
No arrival postmarks due to delays confiscation of mails by the Germans.
Mails were only released in July 1871 (with earliest arrival postmarks of July 26).

Newspaper agencies were quick to adapt to the situation
and printed reduced newspaper forms on thin and flimsy paper and weighing 4 grams

which could be sent out of Paris under existing postal regulations.
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BALLON MONTE “VILLE DE PARIS” MAIL
PARIS - NASSAU, GERMANY, FORWARDED TO KINGSTOWN

December 15, 1870

Departure: Gare Du Nord, Paris, on December 15, 1870, at 4.45 a.m.

Landing: Sinn, near Nassau in Germany at 1.00 p.m., covering a distance of 468 km
Aeronaut: Emile Dhiot (Delamarne)

Passengers: Lucien Morel (jounalist) and Billebault

Mails: 63 kilograms of mails and freight, 6 carrier pigeons

Flight history: This was the first landing of a Ballon Monté in Germany, and balloon,
passengers and mails were immediately captured
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(70% copy of “Dépéche-Ballon”, page 1)

“DEPECHE-BALLON No. 13, Vendredi, 9 Décembre 1870",
posted in Paris, Rue de Palestro, on December 12, 1870,
carried on December 15 with the Ballon Monté “VILLE DE PARIS"
and forwarded to Kingstown, Dublin.
Mixed “Céres” and “Empire Lauré” postage.
No arrival postmarks due to delays confiscation of mails by the Germans.
Mails were only released in July 1871 (with earliest arrival postmarks of July 26).

Newspaper agencies were quick to adapt to the situation

and printed reduced newspaper forms on thin and flimsy paper and weighing 4 grams
which could be sent out of Paris under existing postal regulations.
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BALLON MONTE “LAVOISIER” MAIL
PARIS - LA MENITRE, FORWARDED TO PORTADOWN

December 22, 1870

Departure: Gare d’'Orléans, Paris, on December 22, 1870, at 2.30 a.m.

Landing: La Ménitré, near Angers (Maine-et-Loire), to the South-West of Paris,
at 9.15 a.m., covering a distance of 290 km

Aeronaut: Joseph-Sauveur Lebret

Passenger: Capitaine Raoul Le Mouton de Boisdeffre, future head of the army high
command and minister of war

Mails: 175 kg of mails and freight, 6 carrier pigeons

(100% copy of backstamps)

Letter written on December 19, 1870,
posted with 40c stamp tied by a star "6” but without a dated postmark,
carried on December 22 with the Ballon Monté “LAVOISIER"

and forwarded to Portadown, Co. Armagh.
PORTADOWN arrival postmarks of December 26 and 27.
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Letter written also on December 19, 1870, without postage and postal markings,
and probably enclosed to the letter shown on top of page.
Both letters written by Commandant Corbet,
187™ Bataillon of the Garde Nationale de Paris,
who sent his wife Amélie Corbet to Portadown, Co. Armagh,
for the months of the siege of Paris.
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BALLON MONTE “NEWTON" MAIL
PARIS - DIGNY, FORWARDED TO DUBLIN

January 4, 1871

Departure:
Landing:

Gare d’Orléans, Paris, on January 4, 1871, at 1.00 a.m.

Digny, near Chartres (Eure-et-Loir), to the South-West of Paris,
at 10.30 a.m., covering a distance of 110 km

Aeronaut: Aimé Ours

Passengers: Amable Brousseau

Mails: 310 kilograms of mails and freight, 4 carrier pigeons

Ne 21, Sameds

PARAIT

les Mercredi el Sawedi L ETT H E T

DE PARIS

Gazetie des Absents Kue lio
Priz: 18 cenlimes

& 10 h, dn matin
D. JOUAUST, REDACTEUR

41 Déesmbre 1810

EN YERTE A [;n;ﬂS
']0 U RN }XL Rue Saini-tlonoré , 338
ot au bureau du Figaro

MERGREDI, 28 décerabre 1870, — Rarronts
wraines. 21 décembre malin, L'ennemi vient de
masquer des bulleries de siége contre les forls do

Test, de Noisy A Nogenl, el conlre le plulean |

@Avron. A 11 heures le feu étnit trés-vifl, Celle at-
tagque rnuvnnl dlre le prélude d'on bombardement
général des foris, tonles les disposilions sont prises
pour repousser les nllaques el proléger les defen-
seurs. — 21 décembre soir. Les balteries ennemies
sont au nombre de 12 : 3 nu Rainey, 3 @& Gagny, 3
i Noisy, 3 au penl de Goornay ; elles ont tiré sur les
forts de Noisy, Rosny, Nogenl, el sur le plalean
d’Avron. Ce combat d'artillerie a duré jusqu'a 5
heures. Nos pertes s'élévenl a environ 8 lués el 50
blegsés. L'ennemi a dd éprouver des perles fris-
sérieuses sur les points les plus a portée du plulean.

— Le Pain. La mouture du blé se poursuit aves
une grunde activité. Environ 400 paires de m
les ont ‘été installées par I'Elat, et un grand

nombre d'vsiniers de la bunlieue viennenl de wmetlre |

les leurs i la disposition du ministre du commerce.
1in'y a done plus aucune raison de craindre que ln
farine ne sulhse pus aux besoins de la consom-
mation. — Depuis huit jours environ nous avons du
pain un peu bis, el loul le monde s'sccorde & le
teouver beaucoup meilleur que le pain blanc qui faisait
notre nourriture habiluelle.

JEUDIL, 20 décembre. — RApport MiLmame: 2§
décembye, 10 h. 30 matin, L'ennemi n'a pas recom-
mencé avee In méme force le bombardement des po-
silions d’Avron; mais son feu n'n pas cessé. Nos
batleries de Bondy l'inquittent beaucoup, — Hier
commandant Delclos, du e balaillon de la Seine, a
fnil sur le Bas-Meudon et le Val Fleury une forle re-
conn ssnnce, & o svile de laquelle 'ennemi a di se
retirer dans ses retranchements du Haul-Meudon :
nous. avons: fuit quelques prisonniers ; nous avons
en 2 tués el 6 hlessés.

VENDREDL, 30 décemby'e. — RApront MITAINE :
—20 dicembre, malin. L'eonemi ayaul appuyé-hier,
dans 'aprés-midi, par de nouvelles batleries, colles
qu'il avuit établies, la position du plateau esl devenuc
inlenable pour nolre infanterie, i fque pour nos
canons, moing puissa ts que les eanons Kropp. En

conséqueice, les Lroupes onl di quilter le plateau, | j

el le gouverneur a fuil rentrer |'artillerie en atritre
des forts. Lu nouvelle phase dans laquelle entre le
siége va modifier les conditions de la défense,, mais
§ans puire & ses moyens ni & son énergie,

Rapronts siLiTAIEs ¢ 20 décenibre. Le feu del'en-
nemi a redoublé sur les forls de Nogent, Rasny el
Noisy ;. il: a éle ouvert sur Bondy. Quelques coups
de canon  lirés ‘de Choisy. — Prls de Longhuyau ,
Eelilp. attague de l'ennemi; nussildl repouss

russiens se barrieadent dans Chatou. s se o

nussi du coté de Suint-Germain, ol ils onl fail sauler |

Ie ponl du chemin de fer. lls travaillent également &
reconstruire le ponl e bateaux de l'lle de la Loge.

Des rapporls d'espions présentent I'ennemi comme |

ldeimé par des maladies de loules sortes,

Le Hombardement. 1l s'en faut de beaucoup
que le bombardenent, commencé depuis déj (rois
Jours, uil produil l'efiel morul que les Pryssiens en
altenduient. La population Pucceple uver ce calme
elee courage qu'elle moutre en présence de lous
les événements. Il faol que Uennemi se le  Lien-
ne pour dil, rien n'est plus capuble de nous intimi-
der, 1l se peul ?uc l'aveugle furtune, sputenunt jus-
qu'eu boul W plus injuste des causes, livea un jour
nos murs i I'enpemi, mois |
0§ CRurs.
Le Premier Jour de I An.
eomme son ainée de it jo
apercue. Pas d'étrennes, pi
annee. Au lieu dy réveil si
a l'ossaul du lit, le p
urs. Au lien du o
Leurs, oit grouillent péle-mel
el dragées, ln piece lrisle
fauleuils qui tendent en vai
el f des amis nhsenls, Au
gubre repas du
e jour-ly aux paria
quelques rares d
de jouets, peu ou point, On
ries quand lanl de mulheure
EL pourquoi des joul
plus nos enfunts, pui q
trés-chrélienne de Berlin
féles en jours de irislesse el
apprenons bien aujourd’h
quunis de chair humaine, cof
comme les appelail dgjia H
le socrifice de plusie
ne sont pus un prix trop él
de leurs misérables rancuneg
convoilises lerrilorinles, P
roult en bas de leurs trones
ceux (ui disposent ainsi de
sorl des nations, ou gui laiss
complir de semblubles forfuil]
de nonvel an gue, du fond df
Paris leur envoie.

CexT-oivo Jon

Nous voild au dernier jo
ir du siége. Jelons un ra)
éyénements qui viennenl de
celte perinde de prés de Lrok
mililnires oceuperont la plus
courle revoe : encore ne pou
plus importants.
Septembre, 18, Glesl i d
vestissement &' i1é complet:
tunt des voyageurs st parl
dirgotion di Mans. Le mén
décret sur la (nxe des absel
modilié ensuite dans son ap
| du résultat de Ventrevue de
| M. Jules Favre avail tenté d

\ Villejuif, Reprise des positiq

“Gazette des Absents No. 21, Samedi, 31 Décembre 1870",
posted in Paris, Place de la Bourse, on December 31, 1870,
carried on January 4 with the Ballon Monte “NEWTON"
and forwarded to Dublin.

H & K PACT transit postmark of January 11.
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SOLUPHIL - FRANCE

S.ar.l. au capital de 87 500 FF
RCS PARIS B 327-235-685
5, rue Helder F-75009 PARIS
Téléphone (1) 4801 6100 Teléfax (1) 42463715
TVA N° FR 40327235685

BARCLAY'S BANK
21, rue Lafitte - Paris 9° | s E L 09.05.94
Compte 72658020101 S Paris, le

CCP Paris 15.222.66 T

CERTIFICAT D’AUTHENTICITE

VENTE Ne LOT

91/140 069 997

19 SEPT 1870-27 JANV 1871: BALLONS MONTES

10 cts bistre + 20 cts bleu %Jd) s/GAZETTE des ABSENTS N221 pour DUBLIN, IRLANDE, obl
étoile 1 + c.a.d Paris 31 DEC 70 ; cad "H 8 K PACT/ JA/11/71". Transportée par le
"NEWTON". Rare...TB 36437 4 |
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BALLOON POSTS OF THE FRANCO - GERMAN WAR 1870 - 1871
THE SIEGE OF PARIS: BALLONS MONTES FORWARDED TO IRELAND

January 28, 1871
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THE FRANCO-GERMAN WAR 1870/71

THE SIEGE OF PARIS

DUBLIN NEWSPAPER "THE NATION" OF 3 JUNE, 1871
WITH COMPLETE REPORTS RELATED TO THE END OF THE ''COMMUNE"
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BALLOON POSTS OF THE FRANCO - GERMAN WAR 1870 - 1871
THE SIEGE OF PARIS: BALLONS MONTES FORWARDED TO IRELAND
. THE CORBET CORRESPONDENCE

September 16, 1870

Commandant Corbet, ranking high in the French Army as commander of
the 187th Battalion of the GARDE NATIONALE DE PARIS, sent his wife Amélie Corbet
to Portadown, Co. Armagh, Ireland, for the months of the siege of Paris.
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Letter dated September 16, 1870, two days before the normal mail closed,
and probably carried on the fast train leaving Paris on September 18, at 2.30 p.m.
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ITHE SIEGE UOF FARLIS AND
THE BALLOON POSIS OF
THE FRANCO - GERMAN
WAR 1870 - 1871

-

BALLON MONTE TO DU
B
LIN AND THE PAT HERST - RONNY CORRESPONDENCE (ationmon
E7 EU)

October 12, 1870 / April 12, 1990

April 12 1990

FDhear Friend:
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Boca Raton has over 100,000 people and
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Ernst M. Cchn

1138 Appian Way
Dothan, AL 36303
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collection in the
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Ido not think
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He has dome a treme

world.
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wife's relatives. She is German.
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English?
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THE SIEGE OF PARIS AND
THE BALL(’)ON POSTS OF THE FRANCO - GERMAN WAR 1870 - 1871.:
BALLON MONTE TO DUBLIN AND THE PAT HERST - RONNY CORRESPONDENCE

October 12, 1870 / April 12, 1990

April 12 1990

FDear Friend:

Thank you very much for your nice letter and especially
for the cover. Boca Raton has over 100,000 people and

T am pleased and surprised that it reached me without an
address. Not everyone who writes me with an address

just slightly different from the true one is as fortunate.

I sold my collection of French balloons two years
ago. I am 81 and do not know how much time the good Lord
will give me to enjoy philately and my wife would have

enought to do when Intake leave of this earth.

Mr. Ronny Vogt

Berninastr., 76

CH-8057
Zurich

Switzerland

AEROGRAMME - VIA AIRMAIL - PAR AVION

All best wishes and thank you again for the nice cover you used
in writing me. I will send Mr. Cohn a copy of this letter
in case he wishes to get in touch with you.

Sincerely,

WA

pardon the errors. I suffer from Parkinsoﬁz seqse
and get around in a Wwheelchair. I do not‘/have the

full use of my hands either for typing.

BALLONMONTES EU ' . '
April 28, 2007




THE SIEGE OF PARIS AND
THE BALLOON POSTS OF THE FRANCO - GERMAN WAR 1870 - 1871:

BALLON MONTE TO DUBLIN AND THE PAT HERST - RONNY CORRESPONDENCE

October 12, 1870 / May 17, 1990

Ehanks Roinny for your note from Aly %aly. It was the
irs
t I have seen of the souvenir sheet. Thanksg

Eor uwsing ¢,

Glad Ermie Cohn helped you . He was at the
show, Maybe you met him. A very helpful
knowledgeable chap.

Perhaps we will meet in Florida some da My d
. ; . ays of
distant travel are over. Y d Y

GooJluk,

3R.
HERIAN HERST, JR: )

(FFICE BO 3
EEEI RATON FL33429 0494

Ronny Vogt
Berninastr. 76

CH 8057 Zurich

i lans
AEROGRAMME - VIA AIRMAIL - PAR AVION SHLEEErLa

BALLONMONTE6G EU

April 28, 2007
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Mr. Ronny Vogt
Berninastr. 76

CH-8057 Zurich / Switzerland

Member: AAMS, RPSL, BAeF, EPA, EAPC, FAI

Mr.
Herman Herst Jr.
World-renowned Stamp Dealer and Collector

USA-Boca Raton, Florida 33435

Zurich, April 4, 1990

Dear Mr. Herst

I am a keen as well as a very enthusiastic reader of your books
on Stamp Collecting and I thought it to be a good idea to tell
you about that one day! I like your books very much, and I have
read several of them more than just once. My latest acquisition
was the 7th (and revised) Edition (1988) of "Nassau Street" - a
marvelous book! My "handicap" is that I am only 40 years old, and
that I am a more or less serious stamp collector now only for
some ten years: this is the reason why I never had a chance to
know the "good old times" that you describe in your books and
never had a chance to acquire one of the first editions of your
books. When reading your books T feel proud to be a stamp
collector (is there a bhetter compliment?), and this may not be
taken for granted (vide "Nassau Street", 7th Edition, 1988,
Chapter 17, page 163-169!).

But there is another reason, too, for writing this letter: in
your book "The compleat Philatelist", 1979 Edition, page 68, T
have found a very interesting illustration showing a Ballon Monté
cover forwarded to Ireland. And it's here where my special
interests start: I have a specialised collection of TIrish
airmails (a very interesting field of collecting, especially when
you think of all the Transatlantic flights, successful or not, to
and from Ireland! I enclose a copy of a short article written
recently), and one of the scarcer elements are the Ballon Montés
forwarded to Ireland. I was very surprised to find the
illustration in your book, as your cover origins from the same
correspondence as do two of the Ballon Montés in my collection. T
assume that the cover of your illustration is from your personal
collection as you had (or still have) a special interest in the

- THE SIEGE OF PARIS AND
THE BALLOON POSTS OF THE FRANCO - GERMAN WAR 1870 - 1871:
BALLON MONTE TO DUBLIN
AND THE PAT HERST - RONNY CORRESPONDENCE (eaLLonmonTes EU)

October 12, 1870 / April 4, 1990




t

18 April 1990

Mr Ronny Vogt
Berninastrasse 76
CH 8057 zurich
SWITZERLAND

Dear Mr Vogt,

Pat Herst sent me vyour letter to him, with photocopy
enclosures of your covers to Ireland and your description of your
exhibit as well as the article you wrote in IRISH STAMP NEWS No.
30 (1988). I shall return all of that material to him, but not
before making a few comments about your ballons montés.

Though I have not made a specific survey of b.m.s to
Ireland, I cannot remember having seen very many of them.

The one shown by Pat Herst in his COMPLEAT PHILATELIST
(1979), mailed in time for the "Washington" or the "Louis Blanc",
appears to have been delayed and flown on a later balloon,
judging from the daytime train marking of 18 October.

The letter mailed on 11 October, having arrived on the same
day and received an identical pmk as the one illustrated by
Herst, presumably was delayed by the same time interval, so the
balloon is again indeterminate.

I cannot read the lozenge cancels on the Armée du Rhin cover
of 27 Oct. I find it interesting because of the mixed Cérés and
Napoléon franking. Having been mailed on that day, it may have
missed the "Vauban" that left about 9 AM and hence been carried
on a later balloon. One would have to know the date of the
earliest stamp from outside of Paris to be sure whether that was
the '"Colonel Charras". Armée pmks are very desirable, of course.

I happen to be in the process of writing a little study
about the "Général Uhrich", which may have carried the cover pmkd
58/13 NOV 70. The problem is that that cover has no backstamps.
The "Uhrich'" carried only 80 kg mail, whereas one would expect
that the mail accumulated from almost all of 12 Nov through
almost all of 18 Nov, i.e., seven days, should have amounted to
140 - 210 kg. In other words, that week's mail should have been
at least twice as heavy as what was loaded on the "Uhrich".

The next balloon was the "Archimeéde". It carried enough
mail, so that between those two balloons, we arrive not only at
the normal average daily mail weight but also find a bit of
excess. I have shown in a statistical study, a good many years
ago, that at least half of the Paris balloon mail of 1870/71
consisted of printed matter and similar "second class'" mail that
had accumulated in the hectic days before the start of the siege.
In any case, it is not possible to be certain that this cover
went via the "Uhrich".

The cover of 5 Nov is a certain "Ville de Chédteaudun"; it is
curious (though not particularly significant) that it bears the
shortened endorsement "Par Ballon".

THE SIEGE OF PARIS AND
THE BALLOON POSTS OF THE FRANCO - GERMAN WAR 1870 - 1871:
BALLON MONTE TO DUBLIN

October 12, 1870 / April 18, 1990

The next cover is certainly not a pli confié&, since no such

AND THE PAT HERST - ERNST COHN - RONNY CORRESPONDENCE (sa..onmontes ev)
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FineArt&Antiques

Rare Thomas Roberts land

Irish interest at Sotheby S upcoming -
sale in London will centre on a work
by the 18th century artist Thomas

Roberts, writes John Armstrong

Sotheby’s has put a pre-sale esti-
mate of €294,000-€440,000
(£200,000-£300,000) on an 18th
century Irish painting included in
its New Bond Street, London, sale
on November 24th.

The picture, titled Gerald
Fitzgerald’s Negro Servant
holding bold Sir William in a Land-
scape, a Poodle beside, is by the
premier Irish landscape artist of
the period, Thomas Roberts

(1748— 78), and has an unusual.

(1763%
first Duke of Lemstm Gerald
died at sea, aged 22, serving with
the Royal Navy while his older
brother, Edward, died in New-
gate prison in 1798 from injuries

received during his arrest for
treason on the outbreak of the
1798 Rebellion.

In its 1969 catalogue notes for
the portraits exhibition, Dr Anne
Crookshank "and the Knight of
Glin, the foremost authorities on
17th and 18th century Irish
painting, wrote that the work of
the two Roberts brothers, both
confusingly sharing the same first
Christian name, was so inextri-
cably m!xed that ‘it has so far

- EDArdic

“A MOST HONORABLE MENTION":

THE SIEGE OF PARIS AND

L7 {1} L1 1] DC cl cl d
arrest in Thomas Street in 1798.
However, further research on
the picture in the 1970s by Dr
Michael Wynne, former keeper
of the National Gallery, identified

October 27, 1870

THE BALLOPN POSTS OF THE FRANCO - GERMAN WAR 1870 - 1871:
BALLON MONTE TO CASTLEPOLLARD, CO. WESTMEATH, IRELAND (sa.onvonTez eu)

it as part of the Carton collection,
first exhibited at the Society of
Artists in Dublin in 1772. Dr Wyn-
ne's research was based on an

inspection of the catalogue
archives of the Society of Artists
for the late 18th century.

His findings were later pub-

Air balloon letter from Paris siege in sale

A letter from Paris to Castlepol-
lard, Co Westmeath, lifted by hot
air balloon out of the French cap-
ital during the Prussian siege of
1870-'71, is among the lots to be
sold later today at MacDonnell
Whyte’s stamp auction in Jury’s
Hotel in Ballsbridge, Dublin 4.

The airmail envelope has post-
marks from Paris and from Kil-
lucan and Castlepollard, and car-
ries the printed note Par Ballon
Monte. Because the Prussians had
completely surrounded the city,
the letter had to be flown out by
balloon and thence by sea and
rail. It was one of the first com-
bined air-sea-rail letters to Ire-
land. The pre-auction estimate is
€2,250.

Also in the MacDonnell Whyte
sale and of interest to collectors

L.
et -

i _a

of Victorian stamps are four of
the 1840 Twopenny Blues, the
second postage stamp issued
after the Penny Black. These par-
ticular examples are estimated at

€1,800. A block of six Queen Vic-
toria 10/- stamps, postmarked
from Belfast in 1893, is expected
to sell for about €1,400.

A section of the auction is

Letter from Paris by hot air
balloon during the Prussian
siege of 1870-'71

devoted to letters sent before the
invention of stamps, termed
“postal history” by collectors.
Included is a letter from Philadel-
phia to Dorset in England, with a
hand stamp “Newry Ship”, due to
the captain being forced into Car-
lingford Lough during bad
weather. Only one other letter
with this marking is known. It car-
ries an estimate of €2,000.

Over 100 collectors are
expected at today's auction in the
mezzanine suite, Jury’s, from
12.30pm. There are almost 1,000
lots, including intact collections
and the extensive dealer stock of
the late John Keenan.
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BALLOON POSTS OF THE FRANCO - GERMAN WAR 1870 - 1871
THE SIEGE OF PARIS: BALLONS MONTES FORWARDED TO IRELAND

November 2, 1870
Letter written on November 1, 1870, and probably carried on November 2

by the ballon monté FULTON and forwarded to Roscommon.
From the Daly/Hodson correspondence to Roscommon. Letter written in English.
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