CHRISTMAS AND FIRST REGULAR AIRMAIL SERVICE BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS
LONDON - CAPE TOWN:
MAP PREPARED BY FRANCIS J. FIELD

December 9, 1931 / January 20, 1932

SOUTH AFRICA, 1932.
FIRST FLIGHT TO ENGLAND.

] FRAMNGIS J FIELD LTD. COPYRIGHT.
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CHRISTMAS FLIGHT WAS MADE FROM LONDON TO CAPE ONLY. ABOUT
272 LBS. LETTERS AND 36 COPIES “DAILY MAIL' (SPECIAL IMPRINT) e | ruce | cape Town
WERE CARRIED, LETTERS SORTED AND BACKSTAMPED AT JOHANNES- 10 cAPelTo tare|| TO LONDON
BURG. SOUTH WEST AFRICAN MAIL CONNECTED AT KIMBERLEY BY LONDON gz 3ib201 32 2.32
SPECIAL MACHINE FROM WINDHOEK ON DEC. 19TH. THIS MACHINE ! BRINDISI iz 3 22132 232t
CARRIED A FEW CAPE LETTERS TO S.W.A.ON DEC.|5TH.SOME BRITISH AND . ATHENS 2
SUDANESE COVERS BY THIS FLIGHT ALSO PASSED OVER OBSOLETE i = ALEXANORIA 2
ZANZIBAR ROUTE. 2
| FIRST REGULAR SERVICE FLIGHTS WERE MADE IN BOTH DIRECTIONS. 2
SOUTHWARD FLIGHT DELAYED TWO DAYS IN N. RHODESIA, ON FIRST 2
CAPE-LONDON FLIGHT THE MACHINE CRASHED BY SALISBURY, AND
RELIEF MACHINE ALSO FORCED DOWN NEAR BROKEN HILL (SEE MAP), : 2
MAILS WERE THEN COLLECTED BY SECOND CAPE-LONDON FLIGHT,BOTH MACARAL to 3t} 26132 ;
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WADI HALFA 151231 b24.132
KHARTOUM 151231 25132

LOTS BEING DELIVERED TOGETHER. S.W.AFRICAN MAILS (WINDHOEK, JUBA 16:12:38. 97, 138
JAN.26)AGAIN CONMECTED, AT LIMBE (NYASALAND) SPECIAL MAILS WERE ) / BUTIABA 16z sther 132
COLLECTED AND FLOWN FROM SALISBURY (& CACHETS APPLIED) ON KISUMU 170231 2r 132
BOTH XMAS AND FIRST REGULAR FLIGHTS, | NAIRDBI 171231k 2e 132
CACHETS: SUDANESE APPLIED ONLY ON XMAS MAILS. NORTH RHODES™ X ] DODOMA 181231 28 132
IAN & S. w. AFRICAN (WITH TEXT VARIATIONS) ON EACH EVENT. THREE NORIENIA S MBEYA s 1231h29.1:32
TYPES OF BRITISH ""AIR MAIL" POSTMARKS USED ON OUTGOING MAILS. BIOKEN HILL |igi2:31 30132 2
SPECIAL''SPRINGBOK''COVERS WERE ISSUED FOR XMAS, & '‘SPEEDBIRD" ' T SALISBURY oz bar sl o TE T
O ANVAR RIS Se s RO ROL N (USEISEROM SUDAN) jat retots e T somANNESBURG| 201231 1232 2715283 2.3
€4l E, IS RARE. ABOLT & SPECIAL LOCAL DESIGNS OF COVERS USED 3 CONN FOR INDIA —=e==d CAPE TOWN 9012 JIL 2230f 07132 3232
IN SOUTH AFRICA. RAILWAYS bt

XMAS25.8A / October 27, 2001 "AIRMAILS OF IRELAND"
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CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:
LONDON - NAIROBI

December 9, 1931

BY AIR MAIL
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between
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THE FIRST AIR MAIL:
between

ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA

Posted Dublin on December 5 and 8, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways London - Nairobi.
NAIROBI / KENYA arrival postmark of December 17, 5.00 p.m.
Nairobi was the first stop of the extended route to Cape Town.

The route was Nairobi - (Zanzibar) - Moshi - Dodoma - Mbeya - Mpika - Broken
Hill - Salisbury - Bulawayo - Pietersburg - Johannesburg - (South West Africa with
Upington - Keetmanshoop - Windhoek) - Kimberley - Victoria West - Cape Town.

XMAS1 SA February 4, 2012



CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:
LONDON - NAIROBI

December 9, 1931
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FIRST FLIGH T

Posted PAQUETBOT / DUN LAOGHAIRE on December 5, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways London - Nairobi.
NAIROBI / KENYA arrival postmark of December 17, 5.00 p.m.
Nairobi was the first stop of the extended route to Cape Town.

Highly unusual with "CASH’S WASHING RIBBONS” booklet pane.
The route was Nairobi - (Zanzibar) - Moshi - Dodoma - Mbeya - Mpika - Broken
Hill - Salisbury - Bulawayo - Pietersburg - Johannesburg - (South West Africa with
Upington - Keetmanshoop - Windhoek) - Kimberley - Victoria West - Cape Town.

XMAS18 SA January 25, 2016
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CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:
LONDON - NAIROBI AND MOMBASA - ZANZIBAR

December 9, 1931

M. TALBoT Eso.
G[o'ﬂ«e Pt hoante.

Z AN '1 IBAR
Qy THE FIRST AIR MAIL- '
i hetween E&ST A"FRLC_A
ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA

Posted Dublin on December 5, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways London - Nairobi, forwarded by train to Mombasa
and carried with airmail service Mombasa - Zanzibar.

ZANZIBAR arrival postmark of December 18.

Nairobi was the first stop of the extended route to Cape Town.
Scarcest Irish acceptance for expended Christmas flight by Imperial Airways.

The route was Nairobi - (Zanzibar) - Moshi - Dodoma - Mbeya - Mpika - Broken
Hill - Salisbury - Bulawayo - Pietersburg - Johannesburg - (South West Africa with
Upington - Keetmanshoop - Windhoek) - Kimberley - Victoria West - Cape Town.

XMAS2 SA February 4, 2012




CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE
LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:
LONDON - MBEYA, TANGANYIKA

December 9, 1931

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

IMPERIAL
AIRWAY

MR. THOWAS E. FIELD,
G%. POSTMASTER,

THE FIRST AIR MAIL- MPI KA,
between NORTHERN RHODES3TIA.

ENGLAND and SOUTHAFRICA

Posted Dublin on December 4, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways
London - Mpika, Northern Rhodesia.
MPIKA / NORTHERN RHODESIA arrival postmark of December 18.
Mpika was the fifth stop of the extended route to Cape Town.

The route was Nairobi - (Zanzibar) - Moshi - Dodoma - Mbeya - Mpika - Broken
Hill - Salisbury - Bulawayo - Pietersburg - Johannesburg - (South West Africa with
Upington - Keetmanshoop - Windhoek) - Kimberley - Victoria West - Cape Town.

XMAS5 SA February 4, 2012




CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:
LONDON - BROKEN HILL, NORTHERN RHODESIA

December 9, 1931

THE FIRST AIR MAIL
Be?ween

ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA
K.

Posted Dublin on December 8, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways London - Broken Hill, Northern Rhodesia.
BROKEN HILL arrival postmark of December 19.
Broken Hill was the sixth stop of the extended route to Cape Town.

Posted PAQUETBOT / DUN LAOGHAIRE on December 5, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways London - Broken Hill, Northern Rhodesia.

BROKEN HILL arrival postmark of December 19.

The route was Nairobi - (Zanzibar) - Moshi - Dodoma - Mbeya - Mpika - Broken
Hill - Salisbury - Bulawayo - Pietersburg - Johannesburg - (South West Africa with
Upington - Keetmanshoop - Windhoek) - Kimberley - Victoria West - Cape Town.

XMAS3 SA February 4, 2012




CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:

LONDON - SALISBURY, SOUTHERN RHODESIA

December 9, 1931

THE FIRST AIR MAIL

between

ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA

THE FIRST AIR MAIL-

between
/ ?

ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA Sk /@“c V% odesie

Posted Dublin on December 8, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways London - Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia.
SALISBURY / S. RHODESIA arrival postmark of December 19, 6.00 p.m.
Salisbury was the seventh stop of the extended route to Cape Town.

The route was Nairobi - (Zanzibar) - Moshi - Dodoma - Mbeya - Mpika - Broken
Hill - Salisbury - Bulawayo - Pietersburg - Johannesburg - (South West Africa with
Upington - Keetmanshoop - Windhoek) - Kimberley - Victoria West - Cape Town.

XMASE SA February 4, 2012



SOUTHERN RHODESIAN POST OFFICE LABELS FOR
CHRISTMAS MAILS CARRIED BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS SALISBURY - LONDON
AND FORWARDED TO BELFAST AND TO THE [RISH FREE STATE

December 9, 1931

é745—5,000.27.9.29. EXPERIMENTAL FLIGHT
SOUTHERN RHODESIA.

DEPARTMENT OF POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS.

Despatching
office stamp

o T T

Departmrent of Posts and Telegrapl:s.

BELFAST
(F orward)

Daspateling =Oleer = =

Post Office labels, issued by the Salisbury "Despatching Officer"
for mails to be carried by the Christmas Mail flight Salisbury - London
and forwarded to BELFAST and to the IRISH FREE STATE.
Highly unusual.

XMAS19.SA / December 19, 1998 "AIRMAILS OF IRELAND"




CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:
LONDON - BULAWAYO, SOUTHERN RHODESIA

December 9, 1931

THE FIRST AIR MAIL

between

GLANLD and SUULLR

THE FIRST AIR MAIL

between

Posted Dublin on December 8, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways London - Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia.
BULAWAYO / S. RHODESIA arrival postmark of December 20, 10.00 a.m.
Bulawayo was the eighth stop of the extended route to Cape Town.

The route was Nairobi - (Zanzibar) - Moshi - Dodoma - Mbeya - Mpika - Broken
Hill - Salisbury - Bulawayo - Pietersburg - Johannesburg - (South West Africa with
Upington - Keetmanshoop - Windhoek) - Kimberley - Victoria West - Cape Town.

XMAS7 SA February 4, 2012
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CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:
LONDON - MBEYA, TANGANYIKA

December 9, 1931

THE FIRST AIR MAIL
between

Posted Dublin on December 8, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways London - Mbeya, Tanganyika.
MBEYA arrival postmark of December 18.
Mbeya was the fourth stop of the extended route to Cape Town.

Posted PAQUETBOT / DUN LAOGHAIRE on December 5, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways London - Mbeya, Tanganyika.

MBEYA arrival postmark of December 18.
Highly unusual with "INDIA RUBBER INLAID SPONGE” booklet pane in green.
This is the only known such booklet pane on cover - probably unique.

The route was Nairobi - (Zanzibar) - Moshi - Dodoma - Mbeya - Mpika - Broken
Hill - Salisbury - Bulawayo - Pietersburg - Johannesburg - (South West Africa with
Upington - Keetmanshoop - Windhoek) - Kimberley - Victoria West - Cape Town.

XMAS4 SA February 4, 2012
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CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:
LONDON - DODOMA, TANGANYIKA

December 9, 1931

‘MR~ THOMAS E. FIELDs,

. Gh. POSTMASTER,™
e figsT AR maes ) J D—O0-—DO0—MA—
between =/ TANGANYT#A TERRITORY.

. N, oRy

Posted Dublin on December 4, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways London - Dodoma, Tanganyika.

DODOMA arrival postmark of December 18, 2.00 p.m.
Dodoma was the third stop of the extended route to Cape Town.

Posted PAQUETBOT / DUN LAOGHAIRE on December 5, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41 |
by Imperial Airways London - Dodoma, Tanganyika.

DODOMA arrival postmark of December 18, 2.00 p.m.
Highly unusual with "CASH’S WASHING RIBBONS” booklet pane.

The route was Nairobi - (Zanzibar) - Moshi - Dodoma - Mbeya - Mpika - Broken
Hill - Salisbury - Bulawayo - Pietersburg - Johannesburg - (South West Africa with

Upington - Keetmanshoop - Windhoek) - Kimberley - Victoria West - Cape Town.
XMAS3 SA February 4, 2012



CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE
LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:
LONDON - JOHANNESBURG
AND JOHANNESBURG - PIETERMARITZBURG
BUT “INSUFFICIENTLY PAID FOR / LONDON - CAPE AIR SERVICE"

December 9, 1931

| ON - AIR SERY
LOND L%ﬁ J&

L;.,,.u.nn.-..-.-._n_-- ERIESETITAN S

"THE FIRST AIR MAIL. /- > L=
between

ENGLAND and SOUTHAFRICA L/ % e’

Posted Dublin on December 7, 1931,
and to be carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways
London - Johannesburg, South Africa,
but “INSUFFICIENTLY PAID FOR / LONDON - CAPE AIR SERVICE".
Winkelmann type 2 cachet.

Carried by surface mail.

The route should have been London - Nairobi - (Zanzibar) - Moshi - Dodoma -
Mbeya - Mpika - Broken Hill - Salisbury - Bulawayo - Pietersburg -
Johannesburg - (South West Africa with Upington - Keetmanshoop - Windhoek) -
Kimberley - Victoria West - Cape Town.

XMAS17 SA February 4, 2012
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CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:

LONDON - PIETERSBURG, SOUTH AFRICA

December 9, 1931

J.3.Davls
Poste Restante
THE FIRST AIR MAIL- PIETERSBURG
between South Africa

ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA

MR. THOMAS E. FIELD,
G%. STANDARD BANK OF SOUTH AFRICA,
PIETERSBURG,

THE FIRST AIR MAIL:
TRANSVAAL.

between

ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA

Posted Dublin on December 8, 1931,

and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41

by Imperial Airways London - Pietersburg, South Africa.
JOHANNESBURG transit postmark of December 21, 3.30 a.m.,
and PIETERSBURG arrival postmark of December 22, 10.00 a.m.

Pietersburg was the ninth stop of the extended route to Cape Town.

The route was Nairobi - (Zanzibar) - Moshi - Dodoma - Mbeya - Mpika - Broken

Hill - Salisbury - Bulawayo - Pietersburg - Johannesburg - (South West Africa with

Upington - Keetmanshoop - Windhoek) - Kimberley - Victoria West - Cape Town.

XMAS8 SA

February 4, 2012

——



CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:
LONDON - JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA

December 9, 1931

BY AIR “MAIL
PAR AVION

IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS

Sydney Thompson,isgq,,
P,0,Box 4743,
Johannesburg,
SOUTH AFRICA,
Ireland=Africa,
THE FIRST AIR MAIL-
between

ENGLAND and SOUTHAFRICA

J.3.Davis
Poate Restante
JOHANNMSBURG
between Jouth Africa
ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA

THE FIRST AIR MAIL-

Posted Dublin on December 8, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways London - Johannesburg, South Africa.
JOHANNESBURG arrival postmark of December 21, 3.30 a.m. and 7.00 a.m.
Johannesburg was the tenth stop of the extended route to Cape Town.

The route was Nairobi - (Zanzibar) - Moshi - Dodoma - Mbeya - Mpika - Broken
Hill - Salisbury - Bulawayo - Pietersburg - Johannesburg - (South West Africa with
Upington - Keetmanshoop - Windhoek) - Kimberley - Victoria West - Cape Town.

XMAS9 SA February 4, 2012




‘ CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE
LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:
LONDON - JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA

December 9, 1931

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

Posted PAQUETBOT / DUN LAOGHAIRE on December 5, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways
London - Johannesburg, South Africa.
JOHANNESBURG arrival postmark of December 21, 3.30 a.m. and 7.00 a.m.
Johannesburg was the tenth stop of the extended route to Cape Town.

The route was Nairobi - (Zanzibar) - Moshi - Dodoma - Mbeya - Mpika - Broken
Hill - Salisbury - Bulawayo - Pietersburg - Johannesburg - (South West Africa with
Upington - Keetmanshoop - Windhoek) - Kimberley - Victoria West - Cape Town.

XMAS10 SA February 4, 2012




CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:
LONDON - JOHANNESBURG AND JOHANNESBURG - UPINGTON

December 9, 1931

Jed.Davis
Poste Restante
befween UPINGTON
ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA South Africa,

THE FIRST AIR MAIL:

]
WA T
i s 7
i

THE FIRST AIR MAIL
between

ENCT ARNT -1 ©NTTTE
ENGLAND and SOUI

Posted Dublin on December 8, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways London - Johannesburg
and carried with special airmail service by South West African Airways
Johannesburg - Upington, South Africa.
JOHANNESBURG transit postmark of December 21, 3.30 a.m.,
and UPINGTON arrival postmark of December 21.
Johannesburg was the tenth stop of the extended route to Cape Town
and Upington was the first stop en route to South West Africa.

The extended route into South West Africa was
Johannesburg - Upington - Keetmanshoop - Mariental - Windhoek.

XMAS11 SA September 12, 2013
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CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:
LONDON - JOHANNESBURG AND JOHANNESBURG - KEETMANSHOOP

December 9, 1931

THE FIRST AIR MAIL

between

ENGCGIAND and SONTTH AFRRICA
ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA

: ‘ THE FIRST AIR MAIL

between

ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA

Posted Dublin on December 8, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways London - Johannesburg
and carried with special airmail service by South West African Airways
Johannesburg - Keetmanshoop, South West Africa.
JOHANNESBURG transit postmark of December 21, 3.30 a.m.,
and KEETMANSHOOP / S.W.A. arrival postmark of December 21.

Johannesburg was the tenth stop of the extended route to Cape Town
and Keetmanshoop was the second stop en route to South West Africa.

|
The extended route into South West Africa was |

Johannesburg - Upington - Keetmanshoop - Mariental - Windhoek. !
XMAS12 SA

February 4, 2012 |
|
| EmSm——— s



CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:

LONDON - JOHANNESBURG AND JOHANNESBURG - WINDHOEK
December 9, 1931

IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS

MR. THOMAS E. FIELD,
¢%h. STANDARD BANK OF soUTH AFRICA,
THE FIRST AIR MAIL- WwWINDHOE K,

between SOUTH WEST AFRICA.
ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA

VI P
A

Posre Reslante

G.P.o
THE FIRST AIR MAIL- Wi d hoel<

between

EMGLAND and SOUTHAFRICA Seuth Wosl Africa,

Posted Dublin on December 4 and 8, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways London - Johannesburg
and carried with special airmail service by South West African Airways
Johannesburg - Windhoek South West Africa.
JOHANNESBURG transit postmark of December 21, 3.30 a.m.,
and special AIR MAIL WINDHOEK - KIMBERLEY LUGPOS arrival postmark
of December 21, 7.00 a.m.
Johannesburg was the tenth stop of the extended route to Cape Town
and Windhoek was the fourth and final stop en route to South West Africa.
The extended route into South West Africa was

Johannesburg - Upington - Keetmanshoop - Mariental - Windhoek.
XMAS13 SA February 4, 2012



CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:
LONDON - JOHANNESBURG AND JOHANNESBURG - WINDHOEK

Mr. L. Bassingthwaighte,
C¢/o The Postmaster,
Chief Post Oifice,

wi ndhoek.,

FIRST FLIGHT. S.W. Af
LONDON-CAPE TOWN-WINDHOEK. Gk

Mr. L. Bassingthwaighte,

¢/o The Postmaster,
Chief Post Office.
WINDHOEK.

FIRST FLIGHT. By
LONPON-CAPE TOWN-WINDHOEK .

Posted Dublin on December 8, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways London - Johannesburg
and carried with special airmail service by South West African Airways
Johannesburg - Windhoek South West Africa.
JOHANNESBURG transit postmark of December 21, 3.30 a.m.,
and special AIR MAIL WINDHOEK - KIMBERLEY LUGPOS arrival postmark
of December 21, 7.00 a.m.
Johannesburg was the tenth stop of the extended route to Cape Town
and Windhoek was the fourth and final stop en route to South West Africa.
The extended route into South West Africa was

Johannesburg - Upingten - Keetmanshoop - Mariental - Windhoek.
XMAS14 SA February 4, 2012




CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE
LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:
LONDON - KIMBERLEY, SOUTH AFRICA

December 9, 1931

THE FIRST AIR MAIL

between

ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA

Posted Dublin on December 8, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways
London - Kimberley, South Africa.
JOHANNESBURG transit postmark of December 21, 3.30 a.m.,
and KIMBERLEY arrival postmark of December 21, 10.15 a.m.
Kimberley was the eleventh stop of the extended route to Cape Town.

The route was Nairobi - (Zanzibar) - Moshi - Dodoma - Mbeya - Mpika - Broken
Hill - Salisbury - Bulawayo - Pietersburg - Johannesburg - (South West Africa with
Upington - Keetmanshoop - Windhoek) - Kimberley - Victoria West - Cape Town.

XMAS15 SA February 4, 2012




CHRISTMAS FLIGHT SERVICE LONDON - CAPE TOWN BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS:
LONDON - VICTORIA WEST, SOUTH AFRICA

December 9, 1931

Mr Geo.dJ.Kin™,
Poste Restante,
Victoria West,
South Africa.

A\IRWAY§“

J.3,Davis
Postas Restante
VIC TORIA WEST
36uth Africa

THE FIRST AIR MAIL:
between

ENGLAND and SOUTHAFRICA

Posted Dublin on December 8, 1931,
and carried on December 9 with extended Christmas flight service AS 41
by Imperial Airways London - Victoria West, South Africa.
JOHANNESBURG transit postmark of December 21, 3.30 a.m.,
and VICTORIA WEST arrival postmark of December 21.
Victoria West was the twelfth stop of the extended route to Cape Town.

The route was Nairobi - (Zanzibar) - Moshi - Dodoma - Mbeya - Mpika - Broken
Hill - Salisbury - Bulawayo - Pietersburg - Johannesburg - (South West Africa with |
Upington - Keetmanshoop - Windhoek) - Kimberley - Victoria West - Cape Town. |
|

XMAS16 SA February 4, 2012




IRISH ACCEPTANCES FOR CHRISTMAS AIRMAIL SERVICE BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS
LONDON - CAPE TOWN

December 9, 1931

G:W.Morris Wsq.,
Poste Restante
"CAPE TOWN

Jouth Africa

Posted Dublin on December 8, 1931, and carried on December 9 with
special Christmas airmail service by Imperial Airways London - Cape Town.
JOHANNESBURG transit postmark of December 21, 3.30 a.m., and
CAPE TOWN arrival postmark of December 21, 8.00 p.m.

Special Springbok envelope issued by Imperial Airways.

Vo Vuillin an Cldpnstadta Le!ti{f
AN TPAT 1O. Catrean .
Cabapec (0’ Oiige|B=ieine ;
clépt, axgjs .4 Ir WZA

(This space is reserved for Officlal
Reglstration Labei),

THIS LETTER
OF THE POST [OFFICETOBE
A RECIEIPT OBTAINE

Cartpesp jan redléwo popiee - -
A an ‘oTaoh po.

THE ARDDRESE |MUSTBE WRITTEN ON THIS 2IDE

4llle TocTa
FEE PAID

Registered envelope, posted Dublin on December 7, and carried London - Cape Town.
JOHANNESBURG transit postmark of December 21, 3.30 a.m., and
CAPE TOWN arrival postmark of December 21, 8.00 p.m.
Registered mail for this special Christmas service is unusual.

XMAS24.SA / May 12, 2001 "AIRMAILS OF IRELAND"




IRISH ACCEPTANCES FOR CHRISTMAS AIRMAIL SERVICE BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS
LONDON - CAPE TOWN

December 9, 1931

| "
apetovl,

=< ol S A et
vouthAfrica,

Posted Dublin on December 8, 1931, and carried on December 9 with
special Christmas airmail service by Imperial Airways London - Cape Town, South Africa.
JOHANNESBURG transit postmark of December 21, 3.30 a.m., and
CAPE TOWN arrival postmark of December 21, 8.00 p.m.
Highly unusual with London - Mwanza souvenir envelope used in February 1931.

Lertip
(me

| | Caitpeapn
tabafic

clant, ag
THIS LETTER

OF THE POST
A RECIE

Caitpean
A AN 'OTL0D TO.

THE ADDRESS® |[MUSY BE WRITTEN ON THIS 8IDR.

Kegisno ..

A1lle locta
FEE PAID

Registered envelope, posted Dublin on December 7, 1931, and carried London - Cape Town.
JOHANNESBURG transit postmark of December 21, 3.30 a.m., and
CAPE TOWN arrival postmark of December 21, 8.00 p.m.
Registered mail for this special Christmas service is unusual.

XMAS15.8A [ October 25, 1997 "AIRMAILS OF IRELAND"
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IRISH ACCEPTANCES FOR CHRISTMAS AIRMAIL SERVICE BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS
LONDON - CAPE TOWN

December 9, 1931

317 PLIGHT LONDON=-CAPE TOWN,

G.VW.Morris HKsq.,

roste Restante
THE FIRST AIR MAIL 08 e

between

CAPE TONM
South Africa

Posted Dublin on December 8, 1931, and carried on December 9 with
special Christmas airmail service by Imperial Airways London - Cape Town, South Africa.
JOHANNESBURG transit postmarks of December 21, 3.30 a.m., and
CAPE TOWN arrival postmarks of December 21, 8.00 p.m.
Special Springbok envelope issued by Imperial Airways.

XMAS14.8A / October 25, 1997 "AIRMAILS OF IRELAND™



IRISH ACCEPTANCES FOR CHRISTMAS AIRMAIL SERVICE BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS
LONDON - CAPE TOWN

December 9, 1931

{8y A maiL

" PAR AVION

Mr. L. BassingthWaighfe,
¢/o The Postmaster,
Cehtral Post Office,
Cape Town.
B T A 8. Africa.

between

ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA

between

:_:k_ln‘\r. A RITY v I\T'y,i!‘i')fl ASTDINA
ENULANL and OUU 111 ,.-*u'y‘i'a.:—:a

Posted Dublin on December 8, 1931, and carried on December 9 with
special Christmas airmail service by Imperial Airways London - Cape Town.
JOHANNESBURG transit postmarks of December 21, 3.30 a.m., and
CAPE TOWN arrival postmarks of December 21, 8.00 p.m.

Special Springbok envelopes issued by Imperial Airways.
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IRISH ACCEPTANCES FOR CHRISTMAS AIRMAIL SERVICE BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS
LONDON - CAPE TOWN

December 9, 1931

" 3/ FiRsT™ FLIGHT
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Posted Dublin on December 7, 1931, and carried on December 9 with
special Christmas airmail service by Imperial Airways London - Cape Town, South Africa.
JOHANNESBURG transit postmarks of December 21, 3.30 a.m., and
CAPE TOWN arrival postmarks of December 21, 8.00 p.m.
Complete set of O’Connell set of commemorative stamps.
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"CHRISTMAS AIR MAIL FOR SOUTH AFRICA":
CHRISTMAS AIRMAIL SERVICE TO SOUTH AFRICA BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS
LONDON - CAPE TOWN

December 9, 1931

The Baily Meil DECEMBER 10, 1931:

CHRISTMAS AIR MAIL FOR SOUTH AFRICA

Mr. C. T. te Water, the High Commissioner for South Africa, and his wile,
inspecting mailbags at Croydon yesterday when the Christmas Air Mail left
for South A[_rica.

LONDON TO CAPETOWN
AIR MAIL NEXT MONTH.

The longest air mail roule in the
world, stretching for 8,000 miles from
London to Capetown, is to be opened
for regular traffic by Imperial Airways
on January 20.

AFRICAN AIR MAIL.—The first section of the Imperial Airways
route to the Cape was inaugurated on Saturday, when the City of
Coventry left Croydon with a large consignment of mails.
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