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to rip down the goal posts. At the
Rimet Cup conclusion some fans
swarmed on the field, not to rip
out the soccer goals but rather to
try to get a piece of clothing worn
by the victorious Brazilian team.
Brazil's fabulous Pele lost his
shirt and shorts seconds after the
referee blew the closing whistle.

As we started to leave the sta-
dium, we saw both goals still
intact, but some mighty scantily
attired Brazilian soccer players
trying to work their way to the
dressing room. Attendants had to
bring some extra clothing onto
the field so several players could
retire,

The writer was the guest of
Mexican stamp designer Lance
Wyman and his charming wife.
Nella, at the soccer final. They
had purchased tickets days in
advance to assure us entry to the
game. We had to leave Lance’'s
studio apartment four hours be-
fore game time to get a seat, even
with a ticket! But it was worth
the three-hour wait after we
reached the stadium for the tens
of thousands of partisan fans
whooped it up in bongoe drum style.

Days afterward the chant “BRA-
SIL, MA-HE-KO'" still sounded in
our ears. But it was a delightful
experience, and we now know why
soccer is such a terrifically popu-
lar sport in Latin America and
abroad. When played by masters
of the game it is truly a spectator
sport without parallel.

A number of visiting soccer

T
'

EXPOSICION . | [
“FILATELICO - DEPORTIVA

SPORTMEX 70

DIA DE EMISION

"“ EXPOBICION
FILATELICO
DEPURTIVA

) ()ﬂ $2 MEXICO it

© SR A

First day cover with 2 peso SPORTMEX 70 souvenir sheet affixed. Lowuin cancel Is
offictal first-day pictorial marking with “flying 70" fnsignia. Top cancel also was applled
on first day to mark visit of delegation from Italy's soccer team, whch met Drazil In Cup
finals. Notice Italian flag beneath SPORTMEX emblem.

players and their team officials
were in attendance at SPORTMEX
during the 10-day showing, which
attracted an estimated 5,000 view-
ers.

Probably the most coveted phila-
telic souvenir o R was

“{he threefold poster card prepared

by the organizing committee to

help defray show expenses. The

outside front fold has a large full-
color reproduction of the design
used for Mexico's 80-centavo air-
mail stamp in the Rimet Cup
series. The center front fold has
the two Mexico Cup stamps af-
fixed and cancelled with the spe-
cial pictorial cancellation, dated
2.V1-1970. Then on the inside left
fold is a large replica of the SPORT-
MEX seal with the 2-peso ‘“‘sou-
venir sheet' affixed and cancelled

ZOrv—Zm MO 3=o

t.‘:? SOBRE AUTORIZADO POR EL COMI
885 CRGANIZADOR DEL IX CAMPEONAL
WO s MUNDIAL DE FUIBOL

An officlal cover for Jules Rimet cup inatches at Mexleo City. It is autographed by
Lance Wyman, who designed two Mexico airmall stamps honoring world soccer champion.
ghine The 2 neso stamn affixed Iz cancelled on first dav of cun plav.

on the opening day of the show,
19-VI-1970. To the right of the
seal are spaces for the autographs
of the players of each national
team that reached the Mexico
City finals.

Sets of sixteen cards (one for
each team) were printed. How-
éver, the .ﬁPﬁRTMER committee
could only obtain the cooperation
of twelve teams to autograph their
reSpective philatelic cards. Oddly
enough, Mexico was one of the
four teams that refused to auto-
graph the cards. However, the
teams that did autograph the
SPORTMEX souvenir cards in-
cluded Brazil. Italy, Belgium,
Morocco, Israel. El Salvador, West
Germany. Bulgaria, Soviet Union
(Russia), Czechoslovakia, Eng-
land, and Romania. So the complete
set of these Rimet Cup-SPORTMEX
70 souvenir cards consists of 12
— not 16 items. And the most
sought-after single card is the one
signed by Brazil'$ team, including
super-star Pele, who informed the
press that he plans no further Cup
play. He probably will be retired
by the time the World Champion-
ships are held in Munich, Germany,
in 1974.

The Wyman designs for the
Rimet Cup stamps depict dance
masks and pre-Hispanic sculp-
tured heads arranged to resemble
spectators jammed into a soccer
stadium and *‘cheering'" for their
favorite teams. The masks and
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Brazil's World Cup triumph in Mexico City
Having previously won the coveted "Jules
Rimet Cup' in 1958 (Sweden) then (962
(Chile) and finally in 1970 (Mexico)
the honour of being the first

Nation to win the cup 3 times
Brazil permanently retained
the trorhy as decreed by
the donor Jules Rimet.

Group il

. Brazil 6pts
England 4pts
Rumania pts

Czechoslovakia Opts
Quarter Final
Brazil4 v Peru 2

Semi Final

Ty & Brazil 3 v Uruguay |
\ Y, ‘-m%f Y

2, ”ﬁ R s i
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Brazil 4 v ltaly |
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‘o Honouring Brasil's 3 World Cup Championships
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