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Cape Triangulars and the Devonport Packet

A “find" of Cape of Good Hope covers
to Hampshire 1859-64 highlights the interest
in the mail routes and postal history back-
ground between Cape Town and the UK

It was not until the advent of steam
that a Post Office packet service was
established, for prior to that date there had
been so many pi vessel i g
the Cape and En,
cheaper to transmil mail by *
than it would have been to mect *
fetter” charges which would have been
payable had the post office been at the
expense of maintain costly Packet feet
However, the post office contracted (o
letters belween Plymouth and the
when steam became a practical means of
propulsion for sea going v i

Our selection of covers shows hy the
manuscript markings of the wrilers some
of the ships enpaged in the
Plymouth packet service. Tl
Athens, Cambrian, C Dane, N
Phuebe and Roman. om 1837 ta
the Cape Packet scrvice had bheen

|l over by the Admiralty in order to have

ready call upon shipping in case of ezm
gency as well as to defray the cost of the
maintenance from the domestic Post Office
account to the militant Adr Ity budget.
The bal" nature of the nomenclature is
perhaps some reflection of the Ad ly's
influence, for this type of name ha

been favoured by their Lords Commis-
sioners,

r use
on mail rec ) C Town —
Plymouth Ro M Stea ere worded
DEVONPOKT, the jard, and not
Plymouth, the ci f
PACKET LETTER mar

THE PHILATELIST/JULY 1972

Post Office accountancy section to note that
packet letter charges were appropriate 1o
the letter. From the colour illustration on
the cover it will be noted that on the 1860
cover, the DEVONPORT CAPE PACKET hand-
stamp is in black, while on the 1864 cover
it is in red. Robertson® records that this
handstamp was despatched to Devonport
by the G.P.O. on 31.12 though he states
it had not been scen used prior to 1863.
All the 1860-61 covers this latest find
must therefore be of particulur interest to
students. while that dated 20th Feb. 1860
is a ticularly early date. It is recorded
as known red |864-67, in black [B63-66,
apparently indiscriminately.

It may also be observed that our cover
illustration shows one cover with a single
rate 6d. stamp and one with double rate
(two 6d. stamps). Red manuscript markings
show the Packet Letter rute "5 for the
single letter and .* for the double.

A cover dated 20th 1859 has a

A

T P, was B
by the G.P.O. on 10th Sept, IB70 and at
the same lime a PAID PLYMOUTH CAPE PAC!
i t of Devonport
brough to . This had only
short life and is extr
rent of packet letters was a condition
eptance by the post office at the time
g and the inclusion of the word
was unnei ry.
These covers are being offered in
Bournemouth on 7th Tuly

* Acknowlcdgement is made to “The Ship
Letter Marks of the British Isles” by Alan
W. Roherison.
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