The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

This envelope was also sent in 1905, this time the stamp is cancelled on 12 FE 05 at Nuku’alofa.
The 2% stamp, SG 43, pays the correct rate for % ounce to outside the kingdom of Tonga.
Addressed to Bordeaux, it unusually travelled via Vancouver with a transit cancel for MR 17 05
on the reverse. There are no French postal markings. This is the only copy of this envelope that I
am aware of, other McLennan personalizations are found reasonably often.
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The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

Addressed to a Mr Schmalz in Berlin, Canada (the town changed its name to Kitchener in 1914),
this envelope shows another of Dr McLennan’s fancy cachets on the reverse. The envelope 1s
franked by a 2%d King George I definitive, SG 43, cancelled by the Proud type D3 s/c cancel of
Nuku’alofa of 8 AP 05. On the reverse are transit cancels of Vancouver for MY 11 05 and Berlin
receivers for MY 15 05. Several cards and covers have the large TONGA rubber, which 1s
thought to be another of McLennan’s cachets.

e B




The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

This cover is most likely addressed to McLennan’s bank. Posted at Nuku’alofa on 15 DE 05 the
single circle postmark (Proud D3) cancels a 2%d King George II stamp (SG 43) paying the
correct rate for mail weighing less than % once outside Tonga. The transit cancel on the reverse
is for Seattle, Washington on JAN 12 1906, but there is no Californian postmark. There is yet
another of Dr McLennan’s marks on the reverse.
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The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

Tonga always had problems with %d stamps until the stamp issue of June, 1897 from which
series these stamps are taken. Postage paid at Nuku’alofa on 6 AU 02 is 9%d which does not
accord with any Tongan postal rate. The nearest would be 4d registration and 2 x 2%d (9d),
paying for the second weight step to 1 ounce. I assume, therefore that this cover is philatelic. Dr
McLennan’s indicium is on the reverse, together with a San Francisco transit cancel Aug 25
1902. The owner has stamped the arrival date at Omaha, Nebraska as 29" August
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The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

A postal stationery envelope sent by Dr McLennan to Honolulu on 28 SP 98. The message reads
“ Sep 28, 1898/Mr Mclnerny Honolulu/ Mrs MacLennan said something about sending you
stamps. I have forgotten what the instructions were but send this set of stamps herewith enclosed
she has probably written to you. Yours truly D MacLennan Tonga So.Seas”.

ON HIS “TONGAN MAJESTY'S .SERVICE,
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The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

This card, and the next two, were all postmarked at Keppel’s Island (now properly known as
Niuatobutabu) on MR 20 05. There is a feint postmark for Keppel’s at top right on this card
(Proud D2). On the other side is a 1d ovava tree definitive, SG40, paying twice the postcard rate
to Europe. This is cancelled by the Nuku’alofa s/c Proud type D4 postmark. The card is
addressed to Ragusa, Dalmatia, now Dubrovnik, Croatia, and although there is no receiving
cancel, the addressee has dated it “May 10 — 05”.
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The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

This card has a picture that is very similar to an official government postcard issued in 1906.
There is a 2%d definitive stamp on the picture side, cancelled at Nuku’alofa on 25™ March, 1905
and a Keppel’s Island postmark as before, on the address side for MR 20 05. The card is
addressed to Copenhagen, Denmark but there is no receiver. The card is dated by McLennan
“May 20 - 05”.
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The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

Dated on the back by McLennan “6-15-057, this card was sent to a fellow collector in Vlaseim,
Bohemia (now Vladim in The Czech Republic).The card is franked on the back by a New
Zealand 1d universal which is cancelled at Auckland on 24 JU 05. It arrived at Vlasim on the 9™
October. On the face is a Tongan %d stamp, SG 38, tied to the card by a Keppel’s Island cancel
used on the same date as the previous cards — MR 20 05. McLennan’s return address is present

on front and back.

At the least, these cards must have received their cancels at Keppel’s by favour. However, since
the known date of use of this cancel is limited to MR 20 05, it is quite possible that it is entirely

bogus!
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