The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

It is not known when this item of postal stationery was issued. The Tongan inscription means
“On the King’s service™. It bears a “TONGA GOVERNMENT FRANK™ so does not need a
stamp. The postmark is another of the very rare 1895 provisional Nukualofa datestamp with
large figures. It is addressed by the postmaster, William Campbell, to a Mr Donaldson.
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Postal Stationery of Tonga

On His Britannic Majesty’s Service envelope, but with a Tongan Government frank, postmarked at Nuku’alofa on 28™ August, 1940. At left is the rare

“BRITISH CONSULATE/TONGA” cachet, initialled by the responsible officer on 26" August. There are no markings on the back.
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The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

Two official envelopes are seen here, one with a stamp and one without. A stamp has NOT been
removed from this envelope; it probably should have received a stamp to pay registration. The
postmark is for 18™ April 1911 at Nukualofa. The initials at lower right are those of the Tongan
postmaster, J M Masterton.
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This pre-printed “ON HIS TONGAN MAJESTY’S SERVICE” envelope is dated November
22™ 1898 and is addressed to a large jewellery outlet in St Louis, Missouri. It would be nice to
speculate that this letter was in relation to the forthcoming Tongan Royal Wedding, but who can
say?

Tongye,..... P ol 1898 5 Z’

..........................................




The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

A pair of wrappers for the “Tonga Government gazette”, dating from about 1895 and addressed
to the stamp album manufacturer, Whitfield King, of Ipswich, UK.
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The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

Another postal stationery item where the issue date is unknown, although it could not have been
much before the date of this cover, 5/12/1900. It is not identical to the previous example being of
different size and a different date at lower. Addressed to Auckland, the postmark appears to be
31 DE 00 at Haapai but it arrived in Auckland in December.
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Postal Stationery of Tonga

Here are 3 different O.H.M.S. envelopes from 1960, 1966 and 1970, respectively. None are stamps
but all have an official Government Frank instead. The first two covers have a “TREASURY/TONGA”
FRANK but the third envelope has a signed “LANDS AND SURVEY DEPT/NUKUALOFA” frank, which is
exceptionally rare. There are no postal markings on the reverse of any of these envelopes.
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Postal Stationery of Tonga

In the early years, no stamps were necessary when official mail was sent (although stamps were
used occasionally). This cover was posted in Haapai and dated 10/7/19011 at bottom left. The Frank
at top right states “TONGA GOVERNMENT/HAAPAI”. On the reverse is a most unusual oval cachet
that does not appear to have been described before. It reads “H M CUSTOMS/8 JULY 1901/NEIAFU
HAAPALI”. There is also a Nukualofa transit cancel for 20" July and an Auckland receiver for 25™ July.
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Postal Stationery of Tonga

Certainly the largest O. H. M. S. envelope that I've seen from Tonga, so far, sent from Radio Nuku’alofa to Speddings in Auckland, New Zealand, on 2™ April,
1945. There are no postal markings on the back. Stamps pay 7d, which was the rate for between 3 and 4 ounces at that time.
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