The Poezd and Pochta Postmarks of the “Little Railroads” of St. Petersburg

The Tsarskoe Selo, Warsaw, & Baltic Railroads

1872-1904, and it was thought that they were used as sorting marks for specific trains. They are not TPO (Traveli_ng
Post Office) marks, because they were not applied on the train. It is thought that the black marks were for the trains
traveling toward St. Petersburg and the red traveling from St. Petersburg. Thanks to the works of Manfred Dobin

and lan Baillie, the chart for these marks is located below.

The exhibit will follow closely Mr. Baillie’s classification chart which slightly altered the original chart of Mr.
Dobin. There is a Series A cancel, but I have never seen one in 30+ years of collecting. Some of these sorting marks §f
are not rare, but they are very hard to find. Some are very rare with only one or two recorded in the literature. Series §
B is usually black, and the other Series C, D, E, F, & G are usually red. The Poezd marks are Series B, C, D, & E.
The Pochta marks are Series F & G. No one knows why the postmarks were changed from Poezd to Pochta.
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|
|

€

B5 B6

B2
1 2 4 SERIES C
\) -Q“ Wity i
Qa 3§ 2 () Like all
'S’- o 01;3 subsequent
series,
Cl Cc2 G2 C4 normally red
. SERIES D
Presumaialy Presumably Presumably Seemingly
does not does not does nokt rnieed
exist exist exist Series A
with times
(P1) (D2) (D3) D4 D5 removed
2 SERIES E
o\ DL .0 3 LD lt A ED =
= =
W/ \©, o, \ Op Y, b
olb‘s . /b3v o’b'g "b Sv‘ ,b'b instead of
b
El E2 E3 E4 E5
) SERIES F
d POCHTA
instead of
/ ' POEZD
Fl F2 F3 F4
: SERIES G
Presumably Presumably 3
does not does not As Series F
exist exist but smaller
numbers
: and larger
Gl (G2) ¥ (G3) G4 lettexrs

References:

M. Dobin, “Transmission of Mail Between St. Petersburg and the Suburbs”, Soviet Collector, No. 22, 1984

I.L.G. Baillie, “The Marks for the St. Petersburg Local Railways”, BIRP, No 70, 1991

A.V. Kiryushkin & P.E. Robinson, “Russian Railway Postmarks”, 1994

LL.G. Baillie & E.G. Peel, “St. Petersburg, The Imperial Post-its postmarks and other postal markings, 1765-1914”,
2001

L.L.G. Baillie, Supplement to “St. Petersburg: The Imperial Post”, BSRP, 2003

Manfred A. Dobin and Lev G. Ratner , “From the History of the Saint — Petersburg Post 1703-1914”, 2004




SERIES B, 1872-1904 |

The most common marks, usually in black. B1, B2, B3 much more prevalent than B4 and B5.
Only one known of B6 (not found in this exhibit). There are 209 known examples.
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Peterhof to Copenhagen 21-8-
1884 with B1 sorting mark,
correct 7 Kop letter rate.
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Tsarkoe Selo postcard dated
22-3-1896 to St Petersburg,

with faded black B1 mark,
received S. Petersburg 22-3-1896
at 12 o’clock at the Eksp GorPoch
(branch city post)
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Cancel of St Petrsburg City
Post 1, cancel, S. Peterburg
Ist Eksp, dated 5-2-1900, B2
Poezd mark, receiving mark
of Tsarkoe Selo /3 / Pocht.
TelL.Kont (black cancel
from St. Peteersburg)

Mailed from Tsarkoe
Selo /3 / Pocht.Tel
Kont. dated 6-2-1902,
B2 Poezd mark, received
S.Peterburg Good.Pocht

6-2-1902 at 3 o’clock.
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Mailed from Tsarkoe Selo.
S.P.Burg.G. /3/ Pocht. |
Tel.Kont, dated 7-12-1901B3
sorting mark, cancel of S

Peterburg / Eksp.Gor.Pocht.

dated 7-12 -1901
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A 7 Kop. stamped envelope | T L Bk
mailed from Lovisa Finland | S \;&\}“ A "7.-’\.\ . " &
on 29-6-1901 (new style), | f' .
13 day difference between | i
Julian and Gregorian \
calendar. Received S. ' \
Peterburg /6 /Eksp

on 17-6-1901 in violet,
(rare B3 Poezd mark in
violet), also faint Series E
red Pochta sorting mark,
violet receiving mark of
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Tsarkoe Selo / 3 /Pocht. k i
TelL.Kony. dated
17-6-1901




A 2x weight letter of 14 Kop. from
Evlatoiyavyap / 1 / Pochtovo.
Telegra.Kont. dated 29-7-1898.
Recived in St Petersburg with 3
different cancellations on 1-8-1898,
B4 sorting mark applied, and
received in Tsarkoe Selo /1 /
Poch.Tel.Kont. on 1-8-1898.

Mailed at TsarkoeE Selo 13-7-1883 on
7 Kop. postal stationery, B5 sorting
mark, receiving mark of S.Peterburg / 6
/2. Ek. At 7o0’clock on the 13-7-1883.




SERIES C 1876-1894, now 1874

Similar to the B marks, but slightly larger by 1or 2 mm, and almost always red. C2 & C4 shown here
previously unknown. C2 extends the usage period to 1874. 46 marks originally known and now 48.

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE.

CARTE EFOSTALE.
FINLANDE.

POSTRORT. | POSTIRORTTL.

FINLAND, Qg‘? SUOMI. ..
OTEP%ITOE Im MO. /& N l

Phadiratitocas, Mo § Vot PIEAB o o

A Finnish postcard from Raisala, Finland dated 2-7-90 (new style), received in S. Peterburg on 19-6-1890
(same day) by the 1. Eksp office, sorting mark C1, receiving mark.of Tsarkoe Selo / 2 / Pocht. Tel. Kont
date unreadable..
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A 10 Kop postal stationery envelope mailed from the Moscow-St Peterburg railroad line No. 1-2, stop 19, on
12-7-1874 serial 3, received S. Peterburg / 111/ Chasa, sorting mark C2 (earliest known, before 1876 was
considered earliest), sent out by 1 Eksp same day, received Tsarkoe Selo 19-7-1874.
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A very interesting 3 Kop. postcard written in German with a mirror to a captain in a military
camp near Krasnoe Selo . Mailed from the 7™ Otdelenie of St Peterburg (sub office),
forwarded by S.Peterburgl Eksp. 28-6-2,sorting mark C3, receiving mark of Krasno Selo

dated 28-6-7.
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A 3 Kop. postcard mailed from the 6™ OtdelL / S-P Burg (main office) dated 7-9-1877 Goda
(city) to Kronshtadt with C4 sorting mark (scarcest) only known in 1877. Ex. FABERGE




Only D4 and D5 are known of this series. Previously known are 4 D4s and 1 D5. I have

SERIES D 1887-1894

found an additional D4 and D5 shown below. Now there are 7 known.
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. 3 Kop. printed postcard

rom the 1™ Otdelenie,
ispatched by the S.Peterburg
2/1 Eksp. dated 20-5-1992,
orting mark D35, (latest of 2
nown) received in Kronshtadt.
.P.Burg. G./4/ Pocht.Tel.Kont.
ated 21-5-1892
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A 3 Kop. printed postcard .
from the 6™ Otdelenie ,

dispatch cancel of S.Peterburg

1 Eksp. dated 9-6-1890 sorting

mark D4 (earliest known

usage), received in Tsarko

Selo. 5.P.Burg.G. /2/

PochtT.Tel Kont. dated 9-6-

1890.
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SERIES E 1894-1899 now 1892

Another rare series of which the E4 is rare and ES5 is the rarest. All except E1 shown here are previously
unknown. E2 below extends usage to 1892.

 printed 3 Kop. postcard
1ail from Vilmanstrand
inland dated 26-4-1895, (New

tyle) received S. Peterburg Eksp.

ated 15-4-1895 (old style), El
orting mark, dispatch mark of the
.Peterburg 1 Eksp dated 15-4-
895, receiving mark of Pavllovsk
_.S.P. Burg. G./3/ Pocht. Tel.
.ont. dated 15-4-1895.

OTKPBITOE

IHNCHMO,

e S I

Sl e 11 10} = g

FeL s ey

A 7 Kop.postal stationery envelope
from the 1* Otdelenie, dispatched
from 8. Peterburg/1/ Eksp. on 2-10-
1892, faded sorting mark E2
(earliest known, extends usage to
1892), received Oranienbaum
S.P.Burg /3/Pocht. Tel.Kont. dated
2-10-1892




postcard was traveling toward St Peterburg, and the red was traveling away from St
Petersburg. There are to few sorting marks known to draw any conclusions at this time,
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Many Russian collectors believe that the black sorting marks meant that the letter or ‘
but from the samples seen so far in my exhibit and below, they can go both ways. !
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A letter with a 7 Kop. stamped envelope mailed from the 4™ Odtelenie in St Peterburg, dispatch mark of S.
Peterburg ? dated 23-2-1898, sorting mark of B1 in black and E1 in red.. Not unknown, but scarce,
receiving mark of Tsarko Selo/ 1 /Pocht.Tel.Kont. dated 23-2-1898




A 7 Kop. postal stationery envelope cancelled from Hamina Finland dated 25-10-1895 (new style),
received by the S.Peterburg 8. Eksp. dated 14-10-1895 (old style), E3 sorting mark, dispatched by the
S.Peterburg / 1/ 1. Ek. dated 14-10-1895, arrival mark of ? unreadable dated 14-10-1895
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A Finnish postcard with a 3 Kop. stamp cancelled from Viborg Finland dated 20-6-1900
(new style) , received with violet cancel at S.Peterburg / 8 / Ek. on 8-6-1900 (old style), E4 sorting
mark (very rare, only example known). Unreadable receiving mark
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SERIES F POCHTA 1900-1904

All examples of Series F shown here were previously unknown. 19 originally known and

now there are 27
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A 3 kop.stamp on a postcard mailed at the 5 Otdelenie, S. Peterburg I Ekp. Dated 15-11-1900, sorting
mark F1, dispatched in red from S. Peterburg/ 2 /1 Eksp, no receiving mark, but sent to Krasno Selo.

A 3 Kop printed postcard mailed
from Helsiinki Finland dated 14-7-
1902, sorting mark faded F2,
receiving mark of Krasno Selo/ 1/
Pocht. rest unreadable dated 2-7-
1902




postcard with a 3 Kop. stamp,
reasable violet cancel, dispaich
rk in violet of S. Peterburg 1
sp. dated 1-11-1900, sorting
rk F3, receiving mark of

arko Selo. S.P Burg /7/
cht.Tel.Kont. dated 1-11-1900.

rostcard with a 3 Kop. stamp
icelled S.Peterburg

8 v dated 30-11-1903, a F3

ting mark in violet (latest date of
mown), receiving mark of Tsarko
o SPB serial v dated 1-12-1903.
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Pofttarfe - Weltpoftverein

Carte postale — Union postale universelle A 10 Fennig printed postcard

from Bad-Nauheim dated 9-9-1900
(new style) ,received S. Peterburg
6" Eksp.Gor.Pocht. (city post)
dated 30-8-1900 (old style),
dispatched S.Peterburg 1 Eksp serial
4 dated 30-8-1900, sorting mark F4,
receiving mark of Kronshtadt S.P.
Burg. G. serial 4 dated 30-8-1900.
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n Austrian postcard with 10
elleer stamp from ? (cancel
nreadable), F4 sorting mark,
ceiving mark of Kronshtadt
P.Burg.G. dated 25-7-1901

Pos‘tkarte

A postcard from Konissberg with 2-
5 Heller stamps dated 5-8-1900
(new style), receiving mark of the
S.Peterburg 6 Eksp dated 24-7- 1900
(old style) in violet, mark of the st
Eksp.Gor. Pocht dated 25-7-1900 in
green, dispatch mark of the
S.Peterburg 1 Ek. in violet, sorting
mark F4, faint receiving mark of
Oranienbaum. Printed in purple ink
is the name of the owner in April
1931.
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SERIES G 1901-1903 i
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Originally only 1 known, but I found 2 previously unknown G1s

A 3 Kop. stamped postcard mailed from Yassentuka Tersk.Obl./ 1 / Pocht. Tel.Kont. on 3-6-1902,
S.Peterburg/ 3 /Eksp.Gor.Pocht. dated 6-6-1902, sorting mark G1, received in Petergof S.P.Burg. G. dated
7-6-1902
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A 3 Kop. stamped postcard mailed from the 15" Otdelenie of St Peterburg, received S.Peterburg 1 Ek.
serial 9 dated 23-6-1903, dispatch S Peterburg /2 / 1 Eksp in faded red dated 24-6-1903, sorting mark G1,
received Baltic Station Strglelna / 1 /Pocht.Tel.Kont. dated 24-6-1903




A 3 kop. stamped postcard from
Riga/ 2 /Pocht.Kontora dated 27-6-
1902, received S.Peterburg / 6
/Eksp.Gor. Pocht., sorting mark G4,
receiving mark of Petergof/ 1 /Pocht.
Tel.Kont.
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Postkarte — Carte postale

Weltpostverein — Union postale Universelle

A 3 Kop. stamp postcard from Kiev/
50 /Pochotor. Kontora. dated 11-7-
1902, S.Peterburg 1Eksp. dated 14-
7-1902, sorting mark G4, receiving
mark of Pavlovsk/ 2 /Pocht.Tel. ont.

A postcard with a 10 Heller stamp
from Cranz Austria dated 10-7-
1903, S.Peterburg No.3 6 Eksp.
dated 29-6-1903, Sorting mark G4,
receiving mark, St Strglelna dated
29-6-1903




