The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

Two philatelic covers addressed to stamp dealers on different continents that have been met
before. This cover is franked with SG nos 12, 18, 21, 22, 23 & 24. There are no varieties. The
postmark is Proud type D2, dated 27 Feb 1895, but with large “95”.
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Mr Bickel was active in San Marino and at several German addresses. Here is a cover addressed

to him in Baden-Baden, readdressed to Munich.. SG nos 46 — 50 are cancelled by the

Nuku’alofa s/c (Proud D4) for 10™ April, 1899.
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The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

This cover was posted in Vavau, addressed to the Pacific Trading Co in Auckland. The date on
the postmark is 10™ November, 1918. There is a New Zealand military censor hand stamp on the
front (in red). The right stamp is a variety, “small 2”, found in 7 positions in the sheet.
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The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

1917 registered envelope to France from Vavau, postmarked on the 11™ April. Franked with a 5d
definitive of 1897 (SG 46); the registration oval at lower left front is from Vavau is different to
the one illustrated in Proud’s book. On the back are transit cancels for Seattle (May 5% with “5”

inverted), New York (May 10"™) and Paris receivers for the 30",
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Postal Stationery of Tonga

A Tin Can Mal over is seen here, addressed to “The Postmaster Niuafo’ou”. WG Quensell, who was
responsible for the plethora of cachets present, was NOT the Postmaster; this is a non-philatelic
item of Tin Can Mail. It was posted at Nuku’alofa on 4™ January, 1936 and received at Niuafo’ou on
July 10", The cachet at right centre is rated “C” in the Klug catalogue; all others are more common.

DISPATCHED'"
BY TIN CANT"

The Pustmaster

I-Ia.u&fwu.

Yet another plam, brown envelope with a different “O. H M.S.” present at top. The item was posted
at Nuku’alofa but the date is undecipherable. No postal marking is present on the back.
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The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

A registered cover sent from Nukualofa to Steyrermuhl in Austria. Posted on December 13h
1909 it carries stamps to the value of 9d, which pays 4d registration and 5d for 1 ounce to

Europe. The seal on the flap on the reverse is from the “KAISERL DEUTSCHES VICE
CONSUL IN NUKUALOFA”
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The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

This envelope displays further examples of SG 43, the 2%d definitive of 1897 together with
examples of a 1d breadfruit, SG 39 and the %d blue, SG 38.. The envelope is franked by stamps
to the value of 6%d, paying 4d registration and 2%d for postage up to % oz. It was posted at
Vavau on 26" October, 1898 and arrived at Sydney on November 12, The registration oval is
the one illustrated in Proud’s book. The Vavau s//c cancel was only in use from 1896 to 1899.
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The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

An official envelope, bearing the arms of Tonga on the reverse, to Ulm in Germany. The

postmark is Nukualofa/15 MY 99. On the reverse are postmarks for San Francisco (JUN 2/1899,

New York (Jun 8/10 AM/1899 and a German station (bahnhof) cancel for 19 TV 99.
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The Stamps and Postal History of Tonga

The left stamp of these has no fraction bar. The stamps are cancelled by Nukualofa s/c for 18
AU 24,

Robert Denny was the postmaster at Nukualofa.
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