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Dr. Greeves was selected as the fugleman of
the party, and a motion was brought forward by
him to the effect that the course taken by the
Minis'ty was not expedient nor caleulated
{0 relieve the colony frum the  embarrass-
ment into which their policy had brought it.
The Ministry aceepted the motion as one of want
of confidence, and prepared for a severe couflict.
The opposition mustered in unusual strength,
and the whips of the Ministry were indefati-
gable in beating up sll the hangers-on. The
sick were dragged frem their beds, and those at
a distanee either summoned peremptorily to their
peost, or successfully coaxed to come to their aid.
Exhaustive speeches were made on both sides,
nearly every member in the House entering
actively inte the contest. The speeches of the
evening on the side of the Opposition were made
by Messrs, Levey, Berry, and Gillies, which
taxed to the utmost the ingenuity of the clever
but unscrupuleus Attorney-General, whose
speech was the only one on the Government
gide deserviog of motice. Far om in 1he small
hours a division was taken, when the Govern-
raent had a majority of 11 ; the list being 37 to

26. The Governor prorogued the Assembly on
the following day, the 28ih instant.

The event which is engrossing public atten-
 tion is the eourse of the general electiin now in

progress. It is one of the most important
ihat has ever taken place in the colony, and has
‘voused the Free-traders from their customary
inertness to an activity which bids fair to render
the contests in some districts more than usually
animated aud severe. The conduet of the
Ministry has deprived them of many of their
former friends, and a change has gradually taken
place in public feeling of late, which is anything
but favourable to the M‘Culloch Administration.
The Ministers became aware of this unfavourakle
turn which affairs have taken, and thought it
prudent to take soundings in their several cen-
stituencies before the dissolution was actusliy
gozetted. Mr. Higinbotham opened the ball at
Brighton, aad astonished the electors by the
andacity of his assertions and the matchless
pretensions he ventured to assume. The speech
itself was are-hash of his last two defensive
ones in the Legislative Assembly, and while it
adroifly defended the acts of his Ministry, it
levelled unmitigated abuse upon his opponents.
As he when formerly wes a candidate for elec-
tion, insulted hisrich constituents by designating
them the ““ wealthy lower order,”” so en this oc-
easion he propounded doctrines which are less
palatable than even that pert definition of their
status, A sample of the speech, which has
alarmed the timid, we give an extract; when
alluding to the right of ‘the Assewbly to resist
all interference by the wealthier Upper House in
taxation, he commented on the influence of
wealth in the following words :—** Polirical
economists have treated not so fully and not so
satisfactorily, and peliticians have avoided alto-
gether as a dangerous subject the art of justly
_»Euﬁ,wd.:muw ' the wealth of a country.
Gentlemen—no matter what may be the danger
of misapprekension—I will not coneeal from you
that I helieya thisis a subjeet which is day by
day brought nearer and nearer to the practical
consideration of public men. I see in England
~— I sea here—the dangerous operation of a law
by which, in the course of events, if left without
check or control, the rich daily become richer,
and the poor daily beecome poorer. And it may
be a delicate, but it is, I believe, an imperative
and inevitable question to comsider by what
means, withont interfering with the motives of
industry, snd without doing injustice to any cless
of individuals, we moy counteract the baneful
operation of that law of society. I see the time
for the radical discussion of these questions is fast
approseliing.” These utterances iave been con-
strued by some of his constituents and many
others in the colony, ascontaining the germs of
a revolutionary spirit, and are received with a
certain amount of alarm and distrust by the
Conservatists. The great question of Protee-
tion, which has now fairly got possession of the
public mind in this colony, has been evaded
adroitly by the Ministers in their late rehearsals,
and they have weakened their hold upon the
community by abandoning a policy which they
haveled us to believe would be carried out by
them. They have most of them publicly an-
nounced themselves to be Free-traders, although
in the Assembly for strategic purposes they eom-
monly affirmed their beliefin a protective poliey.
This tergiversation has disappointed the people,
and will have the effect of making the next Par-
liament more definitely a Protectionist ene.

The Trepsurer held a meeting on the 5th
instant, at Williamstown, for the purpose of
ascertaining whether his candideture would be
safe, or whether he should fry elsewhere. He
endeavoured to make it appear that he sought to
explain to bis consfituents the reasoms for the
course they bhad taken inm reference tfo the
finances of the country. This, however, was a
secondary idea, His reception was such a8 to
dispel the illusion of his being the inevitable
member for Williamstown, His close borough
is in danger of heing lost. He wentover the old
ground which has been explained by wus in
previous numbers of this journal, advancing
nothing new but his recantationof his formerly
held Protection doetrines.

Mr. J. Wilberforce Stephen, the Anti-Minis-
tevialist candidate for the sufitages of the electors
of Brighton, held a meefing on the 8ih lustant.
In a long and elaborate speech he addressed
himself to several points in the speech of the
Attorney-Geuevel, his opponent. He denied
that it was tle clear and patent intention of the
framers of the Constitution to give to the Legit~

lative Assembly all the rights over taxation and
finance enjoyed by the English House of
Commons ; or, that the Assembly had always
believed such to be the case, without [a challenge
from the Council until the present time. He
also denounced the idea, enunciated by Mr.
Higinhotham, of a permapent Minisiry as
forming the basis of despotism. The motion,
expressing confidence in the candidate, was
carried by a large majority.

The Minister of Justice addressed & meeting
of his eonstituents at the Town-hall, Prahran, on
the 8(h instant. He gsserted that the outery
against the Ministry was the result of the suc-
cessful working of the Lend Aet, and that the
squatters and foft goods wmen had combined to
overthrow the Ministry, making the Tariff
their plea, He said that the Tariff would be
gsent up to the Legislative Council again, and
the rights of the Assembly insisted upon. The
vote of confidence was carried.

The Free-tradepartyhave been indefatigable
in their preparations for the present campaign,
and are resolved to use every means in their
power to frustzate the return of the present
Ministers to the Treasury benches. Thereis on
their side eapital and social standing, whiclr are
two pewerful weapons in confliets of this Eu.u%.
The mereantile class have suffered so much! P~

convenience, and for o long a time, that “they
aie almost unanimeus in their determination {0
umseat the Mipistry that has given them so
much trouble, and simulated aleaning to Protec-
tiunist principles. The DMinistry are thus
Between two stools, on neither of which they ean
rely. The Protectionists are deceived, and the
Freee-traders are hestile. There are more can-
didates for the several constituencies than bave
usually come forward, and there is evidently far
more enthusiasm, as well as determination, to
use freely the starting talisman, so vigilantly
guarded against by Acts of Pailiament, but
which geems {o defy their provisions.

The fonndation-stone, or more strietly spealk-
ing, one of the corner stones (for the building
hed been previously commenced), of a chuch for
the raembers of the Chureh of England, at
Malvern, was laid on the2ndinst., by his Honour
Sir W. F. Stawell, Chief Justice. The site of the
church is at Malvern Hill, adjoining the sehool~
room, in which af present Divine service is
celebrated, The material will be bluestone, with
freestone dressings, and the edifice will accom-
mndate 180 persons. Mr. 8. H. Merrett is the
architect, and the architecture adopted is the
Gothic, of the early English style. The con-
tractors are Messrs, Jones and Morgan., The
church is to be called Sf. George’s. The esti-
mated cost is L1800, towards which about
1500 has been obtained. Previous to the
laying of the foundation-stome, the usual
morning service of the Church ef England
was held in the school-room. There was a
crowded congregation. The right rev. ‘the
bishop and several of the neighbourisg clergymen
were presenty The stone was laid with the $us-
tomary rites and ceremonies, a sliver trowel
being previously presented to Sir. W. Btawell.
After the stone had been duly laid, his Honeur
offered a few remarks appropriate to the ecca-
sion, which were followed by addresses from the
bishop, the Rev. T. C. Cole, and the Rev. J. H.
Gregory. A eollection was madein aid of the
building fund, and sbout L26 was contributed.
The members of the congregation, and other
ladies and gentlemen, to the number uf upwards
of 100, were afterwards entertained at Iuncheon,
at the elergyman’s residence, by the ministers,
trustees, and committee of the church.

An expediticn to test the deep-sea fisheries on
the coast of Tasmania is about to be started.
With geod mznagement, and by means of &
suitable ageney in Hobart Town, to effect sure
and regular sales of the fish, there can be Ro
doubt of the success of the enterprise.

Mr. Duncan Gordon Boyes, midshipman of
H.M.S. Euryalus, on whom the decoration of the
Vieterian Cross has been conferred by the Queen
for gallantry displayed by him during the opera-
tions in the Straits of Simone Seki, is a native of
Tasmania, being the son of Mr. John Boyes, &
merckant of Hobart Town, and a nephew of the
Hon. Charles Meredith. The London Gazette
thus describes his gallant conduct:—* At the
capture of a stockade he carried a colour with
the leading compsny, kept it in advance of all,
in the face of the thickest fire, his colour-ger-
geants having fallen, one mortally and the other
dangerously wounded; and he was only de-
tained from proceeding yet further by the orders
of his superior officer. The colour he carried
was six times pierced by musket balls, Thomas
Pride, captain of the after-guard of H.M.S.
Euryalus, the survivor ef the two coloUr-ser=
geants who supported Mr. Boyes in the gallant
rush which he made in advence of the attack, is
also recommended for the Victoria Cross for his
conduct on this occasion.—Date of sacts of
Dravery, 6th September, 1864.”

The 1st of February next has been appointed
for the trial of the action Bruce v. The Queen,
which it is supposed will last over a fortnight.

The Civcuit Conrts, which are erdinarily held at
the commencement of the month, will be post-
‘poned till the latter part of Bebruary.

The acclimatisation of spatrows in Ballaarat
appeats to be successful. The birds are now
numercus, and may be seen aboutthe streets
any day in the ceniral portion of the town.

Tiie Lyster Opers Company have arrived in
Melbourne prior to talking & holiday before their
Chyistmas eampaign. They open om boxing
night with “ Oberon,”” and the next attraction
will be the debut of Mr. W. 4. Richardson, a
promising baritone, who has been under Garcia

and Furtado for the past three years, and is
spoken of as having a rost delicious organ of
great power and sweetness. We understand
that Mr. Richardson accepted an engagement in
London from Mr, Lyster, ard will make his first
appearance as the Count de Luna in “ 11
‘Trovatore.”

A horrible occurrence hasrecently taken place
on the ana branch of the Murray. A man and
his wife, with five children, started for the
Darling to find employment., They missed the
road ; and when found by a traveller the five
children were dead, and the man and woman
avparently on the point of death, having been
without water for five days. Both the =ean and
the woman have since recovered. 2

The bazaar in aid of the Bendigo Ho=Pital was
brought to a close on the 7th. The eXtraordi-
nary sum of L2000 has been realised,in despite
of the universal depression eaused by want of
water. This will speak volumes for the resources
and publie spirit of Bendigo. Owing to the
continuance of the drought, water has heen
selling at Sandhurst as high as 12s. 6d. a load.
The eorporation have now made arrangements
with the Government to bring it from the Cam-
paspe, which will reduee the price, it is antici-
pated, to-anout 2s.a load.

Several people have been accidentally poisoned
at Brishane, it is supposed through having taken
strychnine in the water. Three women have
died from it, and two others are in a dangerous
state and are not likely to recover.

Tee LaTE MuUmDER AT EcHUCA—It
will be remembered that during last month
a woman, known in the locality as Mary Anne,
was found lying en the threshold of & hut in
Redman’s paddock, near Echuca, dead and with
her throat cut. She had for some time been
living with a man, named John Smith, who was
employed at an hotel in Echnea, and whe used
to visit the deceased woman only occasionally.
The inquest held on the body lasted for several
days, and eventually an open verdict was re-
turned by the jury. The evidence showed that
the deceased and Smith lived on good terms,
so much so that the woman had remarked to a
young girl who used to visit her, that if she was
te search Echuca round she could not find a
better man. Previous to meeting with Smith,
she had lived with another man whom Smith had
seen sinee she commenced to cohabif with him.
A few days before the murder, the occupants of
a hut at a corner of the paddock had heard
sereams proceeding from the deceased woman’s
hut, and going to the window had found a man
somewhat similar to this person having inter-
course with the deceased. On the night pefore
the discovery of the murder one of these people
had seen a man pass through the paddock in the
directien of Mary Anne’s hut, who was similar
iw height and appearance to the man previously
discovered by them with the deceased. Smith

was @ shorter and differently built man. At the
fermination of the inquest Smith was not dis-

charged, but detained in custody, on suspicion of
the murder. After several remands, he has
been committed by the local bench for trial for
the erime. Bleod was discovered on Smith’s
clothes at the time of the discovery of the wur-
der; but this he accounted for by stating that he
had been helping to kill a pig at the hotel where
he was employed. He asserts also that he was
not out of the hotel on the might in question,
but as yet the evidence does not show positively
that such was the case. There are one or two
ecircumstances which seem to cenvect him with
the deed, but they are very slight, and the
general impression is that he is not the mur-
derer.

TyE INTERCOLONIAL CRICKET MATCH.—
The cricket match with New South Wales, which
is fixed for Boxing-day, is beginning fo attract
attention, and from the energetic exertions of
the Victorian Cricketers’ Association, bids fair to
be almost as great a success as the All-England
matches were. It is mow four years since an
intercolonial match was played on the Mel-
bourne ground, and as we have had very little
ericket excitement for two seasons, it may very
gafely be assumed that the fortheoming match
will be well patronised by our sport-loving com=
munity. In addition to the eclat attending the
resumption of these games, there will be the
additionz] interess of seeing three of our
own men pley against us—Caffyn, Cosstick,
and Hewitt being all retained by our Sydaey
neighbours.  Notwithstanding the prevailing
opinion that Victoria will receive a sound
thrashing on this occagion, we lean to the oppo-

on the 4th instant, at the residence of the in-
ventor, Mr. George Dunn. The epgine has
been constructed more especially for the working
of mining claims, but is equaily applicable to all
cases where motive power is required. It i3
meant, with a little alteration in the construc-
tion, to be worked either above the level of the
water supply, on a level with it, or below it.
The model worked yesterday was placed above
the Jevel of the water, and worked by means of a
feed pipe and a discharge pipe. The pipes of the
engine in this position were worked liked the
two arms of a syphon, and the power that is due
to the descent of & volume ef water from a higher
to a lower level was intercepted and utilised by
the engine’s piston. The invention shows great
ingenuity ; and several leading emgineers have
expressed a favourable opinion upon tue econo-
mical results which will transpire from ils
adoption.

Tar HossoN’s BAY NAVAL TRAINING SHIP.
—H.M. nayal training ship sent up lower yards
and topmasts on the 5thinst. Thisvessel received
the first pertion of her complement of boys in
June and July last from the Industrisl Schools

at Prince’s bridge and Sunbury. It was origi-
nally intended to have simply the bare masts and
poles in the ship until a more suitable vessel was
pracured from England as a training and block
ship, but the boys, at the end ef Oetober, had
become so thoroughly healthy and had made such
progress in their preliminary naval studies, that
the Government determined to jury-rig the
vessel, build a lavatory at the bow, ard otherwise
complete her, similar to the naval training ships
in Evngland. Considerable progress has been
made with the fitting out. The total complement
of boys at present is about 90; they are coming
in gradually from the different up-country dis-
triets, and she has still vacancies for more than
100. The officers and men have most of them
been away in the Victoria on her late cruise to
the Auekland Islends, and this has thrown the
instruetion back considerably, still it was always
the intention of the Treasurer that the training
ship should have a nucleus of a erew on board
that could be sent away on an emergency, and
these men ave the instructing petty officers of
the vessel. Her ““fitting out” was completed
on the 20th inst.

BREACH OF THE PASSENGER AcT.—Hugh
Clarke, master of the British ship Chariotof Fame,
was summoned at the Sandridge Police Court,
by Daniel Wright Gossett, emigration officer,
for a breach of the 24thsection of the Passengers”
Aect 1855, by not keeping the hospital exclusively
for the use of invalid passengers. Mr. Gossett
stated that he proceeded on board the vessel lagt
Saturday on her arrival, and found the hospital
oceupied by some menial officers. There was a
passenger on board, a German, in the Iast stage
of disease, suffering from affections of the heart
and kidneys. There were 15 other bunks in
the compartment where the sick man was. The

site, feeling that our players are quite equal to
compete successfully with New Sonth Wales,
| and that the play of Kelly, Wills, Conway, Gib-
son, and others is mot to be surpassed.
The committee of the Victorian Cricketers’
Associztion made arrapngements for the Vie-
torian Bleven to play a match at Ballaarat en the
7th and 8th December, with a view of giving
the players 2s much practice as possible before
Boxing-dsy. The Match Committes have fur-
nished the following twelve names :—Conway,
Fowler, Gibson, Greaves, W. Campbell, Phil-
lips, W. L. Ress, Turner, R. Wardill, D. Wilkie,
and Wills, from whom the actuel eleven will be
chiosen. M. Hipwell will act as scorer. The
umpire is not yet appointed. The New South
Wales eleven will be chosen from the following :
—Caffyn, Cosstick, Hewitt, Oliver, Lawrence,
Kellick, Oatley, Thompson, Stack, Rendett,
Curtis, Chantier, Sheridan, and Gregory.
A Mopen ENGINE. — A trial of a model
motive-power engine, worked by means of a
vacuum, caused by the use of water, was made

eaptain told witness that the man had not been
placed fn thio hospital beeause be o nedsaflfel=
ing from any infectious disensel but witness
replied that the hospital ought €0 Vekept en-
tirely for such patients a8 the invalid on board.
Douglas Smith and James Gresham, assistant
stewards, and Chas. Connor and Patrick Freams,
assistant eooks, were called by Mr. Gossett, and
deposed that they had been berthed in the hos-
pital since about a week from the time they
left Liverpool, Paint-cans were kept in the
hospital, which was altogether in a dirty state.
The defence set up by the captain was, that he
found he had no roomfor the persons whom he had
put in the hospital, and that he told the doctor if
the hospital were required, he could have it at
any time by giving 10 minutes’ notice, Thomas
Mullen, surgeon of the vessel, deposed that he
had allowed the captain touse the hospital, be=
cause it was not wanted. He denied that the
man spoken of by Mr. Gossett wasin an advanced
stage of disease, and stated that he left him in his
own berth because he was in the midst of his
countrymen, who attended kindly te him, and
also because there was more ventilation there
than in the hospital, In answer to Mr. Call, he
admitted that one man died of consumption
during the passage, but stated that he was 2
married man with a family, and that he consi=
dered, as the family had a compartment to them-
selves, the man would be much better attended
to by them than if he were removed to the hos-
pital. The Bench censidered the hospital should
be kept exclusively for the sick passengers, and
occupied by them alome; it was the fault
of the captain or owners that there were foo
many passengers, and they reaped the advan-
tage in the present instance of using four
berths more than they were entitled to. The
Bench inflicted a fine of 120, with L1 15s.
costs,

GovLp 1N Muxbpic.—Gold has recently been
obtained at a depth of 230ft., in the Unity Com-
pany’s claim, Bendigo. Tt will be recollected
by parties interested in Inglewood mining, thaf
some monthe ago a prospective drive at that depth
was putin to the east, through blue slate, and
that a leader 18in. thick was passed through. On
again striking stone, the water became so strong
that it was impossible either to continue the drive
or prosecute any further examination of the
stone already discovered. The drive was conse-
quently abandoned for a time. Latterly attention
has been drawn to the stone, and as it was tull of
wmundic and presented auriferous indications, a
small portion was burnt and crushed. The resulf
was a considerable quantity of fine gold, prospect-
ing, if the rest of the stone was as rich, for 3ez.
or 4oz, to the ton. This is certainly a satis-

factory prospect for deep sinking on Inglewood.
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