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“CANCELLED” ON STAMPS OF EGYPT

by M. EID, President of the Sociely

Egypl is one of the counlries that had stamps overprinied “CAN-
GELLED”, bul, to my knowledge. is the only country thal had this wourr
printed eilher on reverse or on both sides of the stamps.

Before 1053, nobody connected with philately was aware of any
Beyplian “CANCELLED” stamps. other lhan the 5 mills.. chestnul, of
the 1923-24 regular issue. This slhmp was overprinted CANCELLED in
black capital letters. on the middle of the design. thus covering the face
of King Fuad.

Allhongh [his slamp had never been put on sale, yet some copies found
their wayv lo the local markel and fetched considerable prices.

The CANCELLED 5 mills. Fuad staimy in different sises.

Philatelists had, and still have, different opinions on the status of this
stamp and the purpose for which it was overprinled in hat way.

In the edition No. 32 of April. 1937, of this Jowrnal, a note by an
eminent philalelist on this stamp was published in French, of which the
translalion is as follows :

“In 1993 an altempt was undertaken to make booklets of postage
stamps, using the 5 wnills, Fuad, preliminarily overprinted with the word
CANCELLED ; but this trial proved to be a disaster, because the Survey
Dept. Press at Cairo had not yet acquired the necessary imiplements for
this delicate work. The booklets thus obtained, were in fact composed
of stamps so irregularly cut that they demonstrated the most varied sizes.

The product of this fricl was unfit for use, and the outeoming pieces
af stamps were almost all destroyed.”




Again, in an interesting study on “Booklets Of Postage Stamps Printed
In Egypt”, published recently in French, in edition No. 6 of the “Journal
Philatélique Suisse” of June, 1963, this famous philatelist repeated the
same statement. and added that this CANCELLED stamp orviginated from

sheets of 100 stamps each.

Photo illustrated in the “Journal” Philatélique Suisse”

In fact, the Survey Dept. Press is not lo be blamed for these “pieces
¢f stamps”, which did not undergo any process in this press, neilher of
printing nor of overprinting, perforating or cutting the sheets in panes for
hooklets as it is beliened by some plilatelists. 2

The 1923-24 issue was printed by Harrison and Sons Ltd. of England,
shortly after Egypl had been declaved an independent country, and there-
fore the inscription on (he design of the stamps was made tolally in Arabie
(only the numerals denoting the denominations were repealed in Western
figures) to gratify the overwhelming palriotic feeling, and consecuently
this issue has been usually known by local collectors and dealers, as “the
Fuad Arabic Issue”. For this same reason, the inscription of the crown
cverprint of the previous issue of 1922 was made also in Arabic only ; and
in my opinion, the overprint of CANCELLED would not have been made
in English. but in Avabic, if this work had been entrusted to the Survey
Dept. Press, or to any other local press, at that time,

In my article on the 1023-24 issue, published in Arabic in the edition
No. 72, Vol. IV of Oect., 1950. of this Journal, T emphasized my belief that
these CANCELLED stamps were supplied by Harrison and Sons Ltd. to
the Postal Administration in rolls {o be inserled in a coin machine, which
was fested and proved to be & complete failure : and consequently was
rejected and never used. This was the explanation given to me by the
dealer who had almost all the stock of these CANCELLED slamps, and 1
found it very reasonable, especially when T noticed that nobody pretended
to have ever seen a sheet, a hooklet pane or even a pair of them. More-
over, one can easily rolice that each stamp bears a horizontal line of
minule blind pin holes or scralches (which show on the illi  rated photos
as tiny liltle white spots), and this  noles that each mp received
separalely a clutch at the time it was cal +om Lhe roll by the defeclive
coin machine. Certainly, (hese seratches woulc nol oceur on every stamy
in cases a sheet was cul in booklet panes.

Some years laler, chance guve me the unexpected concrele evidence
of what I have always believed aboul [hese stamps.  Before giving his
sanction for Lhe destruction of many obsolete issues, the Divector General
of the Postal Administration thoughl he might commission me lo view the
slamps and see if any should survive. There. among the remainders.
were four rolls of the CANCELLED stamps, which were free of any pin
scratches.  They, l'ug'elhr;_\r with the obsolele Issues, were destroyed a few

days laler,
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A FINE SELECTION OF
POSTAGE STAMPS ...
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