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heraldically when Henry I granted lions ta Geoffrey Plantagenet, Angevin ancestar of 11 M the Queen.

“I'he Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas) of Ascension is justly famed as having been traditional provider of
soup for, among others, their Lordships of the Admiralty,
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THE BOTTLE POST

The Ascension ‘‘bottle post’
became an established practice
in the 17th century. The
procedure was recorded in
1673 by a visiting missionary,
Friar Domingo Navarrete, and
was still in use when Louis de
Bougainville, captain of La
Boudeuse, called in 1769,

CHANCE CALLING SHIPS

Until 1857 communication with
Ascension was through chance
calling ships such as the 19th
century English 36-gun frigate
shown. The scene is at Clarence
Bay (then called Sandy Bay) with
Fort Cockburn in the back-
ground.

REGULAR MAIL SERVICE

A regular mail service started in
1857 when the Union Steam Ship
Co Ltd contracted to collect UK
destined mail. In 1900 the
Company amalgamated with the
Castle Mail Packets Co Ltd to
form the Union-Castle Mail
Steamship Co Ltd, whase ship
Garth Castle is shown beyond
the old Canteen store where the

mail bell until recently hung.

ASCENSION =

Mail services 1980

= L
-4 =3

.5?6100«

ASCENSION ISLAND

MAIL SERVICES TODAY
Surface mail is now carried by
the RMS St Helena, shown here
against the coastline of
Ascension. Airmail is carried in
this scene by a Lockheed C141
aircraft of the Military Airlift
Command of the USAF,
completing the picture of the
current Ascension mail services.
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— - ASCENSION ISLAND AND
THE SPACE SHUTTLE
Ascension Island, in the South
Atlantic, will play a vital role in
the telecommunications
network being set up for the
United States Space Shuttle
programme. High speed data
circuits will be required to
relay information gathered by
the NASA Tracking Station on
the Island from the orbiting
Shuttle to the Goddard Space
Flight Centre in Greenbelt
Maryland USA. To achieve this
the British company, Cable
and Wireless Ltd, have erected
a second Earth Station on
Ascension adjacent to the one
they built in 1966 as part of the
communications network for
the successful ‘Apollo” mission
to put a man onto the moon.

The first Space Shuttle,
named ‘Columbia’, is a
composite vehicle. Itis 184
feet long and weighs 44
million Ibs. It has three main
engines each developing
470,000 lbs of thrust plus
external boosters producing a
combined thrust of more than
6 million |bs. These boosters
are discarded when empty to
fall back into the sea where
they will be recovered for
re-use. ‘Columbia’s’ cargo bay
is big enough to carry several
spacecraft into orbit where it S58 L0 LRSNENNES "
travels at some 17,500 mph.
But ‘Columbia’ is really a
spaceplane because unlike
spacecraft of the past, it will
glide back to earth at the end of
its mission; land on a long,
conventional airstrip where it
can be refuelled for its next
journey into space.

15P SPACE SHUTTLE -2 ND EARTH STATION- 1381
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5 September 30, 1989 will mark.
the end of an era when the Devil’s -
Alshpit Tracking Station on- Ascen-
©  sion Island ceases operation as a )
e SA facili ~H Vo
& Constructed in 1965 as part of
Lg_[qe worldwide network of tracking
stations for Project Apollo, the
Ascension Station. continued to play
& major role in spacecraft tracking
4 ! long after project Apollo was com-
pleted. All of the manned Apollo
flights, including the first landing of
man on the moon, were supported,
as well as Project Skylab, an orbiting
manned space lab, and the Apollo-
Soyuz Test Project with its link-up of
the American and Russian space-
craft. Ascension’s geographical loca-
tion permitted important coverage of
numerous missions, including many
of the major scientific satellite pro-
grammes, from launch through to
orbital operations and, in some cases
as with Skylab, the re-entry fol-
lowing project completion.

1981 saw Ascension supporting
the first Space Shuttle flight. With
the successful completion of the
launch, test and verification of the
Tracking and Data Relay Satellite
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System (TDRSS), the functions pre-
viously performed by the Devil's
Ashpit Tracking Station (telemetry,
tracking, command and ranging) will
now be accomplished by the TDRSS
Satellite  Network instead. The
Ascension Tracking Station oper-
ation is thus being replaced by the
very technology it helped 1o advance.
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