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— HISTORY OF THE OLYMPICS ————

[ |‘ The Olympic Games owe their origin to religious ceremonies held
| to honour the Greek gods. Evidence suggests the first games took

|! place in the vicinity a%

|11} the first firm records date from 776 BC.

Mount Olympus as early as 900 BC, although

Ancient

orded Olympic event, the “stade’, was a race over 192

" metres, This led to the diaulus (384 metres), the dolichus (4,600
metres) and, in 708 BC, the pentathlon was born - consistin%
running, jumping, throwing the discus and javelin and wres| |
T he participants were referred to as “athletes” - derived from jii 1

Acthlius, the King of Elis.
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HISTORY OF THE OLYMPICS ———

Historical evidence suggests the first Olympic Champion was
Coroibis of Elis who triumphed in the “stade”. Champions of the
ancient games include Choinis the Spartan runner, Milon of Croton
(6 times wrestling champion) and the great Leonidas of Rhodes, who
|| won 12 events from 164-152 BC.
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THE ANCIENT GAMES

Crowning Olympic heroes

st MODERN GAMES STADIUM
1896
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The Ancient Games
884 BC. to A.D.393
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" GREECE

_ Discus
Running
(with shield)
High Jump
Javelin
1896—The Ist Games at Athens (With stones)
On April 6, after a gap of 1,503 years, 80,000 Athenians

y ! BaAy ;@l/‘g . witnessed the revival of the Olympics.
M 1939 Despite the support of 34 nations at the Paris Conference
. only 13 sent representatives to Athens. The white marble
stadium was a splendid sight, but too long and narrow for
track events. The small American team won 9 out of the
No 5. Havi 12 track and field events, while the Germans dominated the
‘ gymnastics, and the French the cycling. The Greeks became
e — depressed as the titles, even those which they regarded as
their national specialities, such as the discus throw, were won
by foreigners. Happily, the last event—the Marathon—
(24 miles 1503 yd 40 kn1) was dramatically won by Spyridon

Louis, a post office messenger from Marusi near Athens, one
of 21 Greek starters.

ron Stadion..
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THE  OLYMPIC  STADIUM

6+ 4= 56 " ATHENS *

_ The restoration work on the “Stadium of Herodis
(330 B.C.) to the present day stadium was financad completely
by a wealthy Greek merchant of Alexandria— M. Averoff - at
the cost of US. $ 386,000.

The culmination of this magnificent gesture took

place on 6th April 1896 when 50,000 seated spectators witnessed

the start of the first Modern Olympic Games.
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'Abﬁvm. Mavadnvaindy Erddiov.
Athens, The Panathenaic Stadion.
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VUE DU STADE ATHENES ETAAION

The Stadium

AOHNAI — TO ZTAATON ATHENES — LE STADE

“¥edoot wije Ehlpais tayvdpopusije tugpeoias™.
S e Hdition du service des Postes Helléndyies».
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SPIRIDON  LOUIS
Greec‘e
OLYMPIC MARATHON CHAMPION
I0-4-9
Awards
Gold Medal - Antigue Vase - Gold Cup




COMITE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIQUE

CHATEAU DE VIDY, 1007 LAUSANNE, SUISSE

@ 2632717273 [ 24 024 cClO f ClO LAUSANNE
CITIUS.ALTIUS: FORTIUS BANQUE | UNION DE BANQUES SUISSES CH. POST.10-2282

Mr. John B. R. MURRAY
President

Glasgow Police Philatelic Society
58 Crawford Drive
GLASGOW G15 6TR / Scotland

Lausanne, 16thrdgpe 1980
Ref. No. DO6ZZ /80

Re: Football - Games of the First Olympiad

Dear Mr. Murray,

Thank you very much for vour letter of 2nd June concerning football at
the Games of the First Olympiad held in Athens in 1896.

According to our records no football matches, either exhibition or
tournament, were in fact playasd at this Olympiad.

I hope that this fully answers your guery.

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION
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Mr. John B.R. MURRAY
President
Glasgow Police Philatelic Society

58 Crawford Drive
COMITE INTERNATIONAL ;

OLYMPIQUE

GLASGOW G15 6TR / Ecosse

' 41007 LAUSANNE - SUISSE




The Discobolus (Disk-thrower)

Graeco-Roman Copy of the Statue by Myron.

BramisH MUSEUM.
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Greece
The New Olympic Stadiumn

1896 = ATHENS = _I896
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