


DITWO YENCE

Retouches of the 2b Biadem
1858

Fn 1858 the plate was damaged by over -heating which caused
it to blister in places, and a number of the stamps were imperfect.
The plate wag repaired from time to time by loral workmmen,
o touched up defective designs and also frame lines.

In boing this they made barious graver slips causing varieties.
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Major 2d diadem retouches
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Position 24 ; i
First Second Third

Lines above & below “Pence” Heavy line added at base of Very extensive, completely
strengthened, the lower neck and three clear lines altering the appearance of the
touches right hand square added below neck above “PE” stamp

Position 104

Diadem and hair completely About six lines added below and Very extensive, giving the stamp
redrawn. Line added along neck. parallel to base of neck an utterly different appearance

Wore rapidly down right and
below neck



Position 24
Ifirst Retouch
Lines abobe and
belon“TWO PERCE”
deepened, the lotoer
projecting through “NCE”
into the vight square.
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Position 24
Second Retouch
Beabp Line added at base of
neck.

Three clear bertical lines
adbed belotw neck and abobe
“PE”.
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IPosition 24

Third retouch

Yery extensive, completely

altering the appeavance of
the stamp. “THO

PERCE” recut. Engine

turning in background and

lines in the gibe panels

entively vedraton. Lines

Ddiadent.

adbed to chignon and

SePTEMBER, 1859
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Position 104
Third Retourh
- Similar to position 24, third
retouch. Pery extensive giving
the stamp an utterly different
appearance. The whole
background filled in and much
of the stamp vetouched. The
most obbious test is that the
point of the neck is very
blunted.
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Ffirst Retourh
Extensgibe and most obbious
Biadem and hair completely
redraton . Line added along

neck . ¥ore rapidly doton right
and below neck.
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Pogition 104
Second Retouch
About gix lines added belotw
and parallel to the base of the
neck in a feeble attempt to fill
up this badly worn area.
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Position 13
Retouch in panel under
“REV” and in the background
abobe “T”.




Position 25
Lines habve been strengthened
left of “©SOUTIB” and abobe
“ﬁ@w”’




Position 36
Beaby curbed lines added in
right panel abobe “¥” and in
top panel after “35”. Diadem
and bair slightly vetouched.
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Position 37
Prominent graver slip
diagonally dotwnivards into
centre of the left band square.
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THE BRITISH PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION, LTD.
EXPERT COMMITTEE

3 BERNERS STREET,

LONDON, W.1 30 DEC19y

The Committee is of the opinion that the

Ne\ySouéh‘:’pales 1856 56-{'14. Plate |
Wm,(( Clmpecf 2 ,IQ/H' ulbramsnne on
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Position 49
Retouched in top frame left of
“S” and in left panel both
abobe and below “PNEW”.




iBnEitiun 73
Curbed abobe “PEXW”
' Deepened.
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Iotwer than left. Beaby
retouching in the left panel and
front of face.
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1859. 2d Diadem Lithographic Transfer of Plate 1

Imagine the excitement bordering on disbelief amongst New South Wales coilectors in 1909
when it was revealed that an issue used only for one month or so in 1859 had remained
undiscovered for the previous 60 years!

The first mention of this stamp occurred in the London Philatelist Vol. X1X under the
heading “Another discovery in the Diadem Issue”. The reason for this particular title was
because the authorities in 1859 had encountered all sorts of trouble regarding the production
and supply of 2d stamps to satisfy demand and it seems they decided to try a lithographic
solution to resolve the problem. This desperate alternative to recess printing lasted only a
couple of months at most.

The first specimen of this lithograph was discovered by Mr Hamilton-Smith of Messrs
Stanley Gibbons Ltd in 1909 among a quantity of stamps of no value. Attracted by its curious
and apparently lithographic appearance, Mr Hamilton-Smith submitted it to several experts in
the country, who unanimously agreed that the specimen was a lithographic production.

All lithographic specimens are of a pale blue shade which is not exactly matched upon the
- engraved specimens of the 2d Diadems of this issue, and have the flat and blurred
characteristics of lithographic impressions. Nowadays Gibbons list this stamp as 118 and
118a (retouched) and no mint examples have ever been found. Also three positions were
retouched on the bottom left hand corner of the relatively few sheets that were produced.

#FBasset Hull in his (authoritative) book “The Postage Stamps, Envelopes, Post Cards and
Telegraph Stamps of New South Wales ” noted that during research in official records he had
found the register entry relating to the proposed lithograph, but that the original file of papers
could not be found.

Some 30 years later, he discovered the unexpected appearance in Sydney of the hitherto
unknown proof sheet. The sheet was then the property of Mrs A K Smith, a Sydney
bookseller, who stated that this 2d Diadem lithograph sheet had been in the possession of her
late husband for many years. Mrs Smith refused to allow the sheet out of her possession,
although she had shown it to the Mitchell Librarian and permitted Basset Hull to examine it
briefly.

The proof sheet again appeared in Sydney in 1937. It was offered for sale by a Mr Harris,
who said that it belonged to his aunt. This was subsequently sold to Miss A Vickery, who
added it to her extensive collection of NSW. Her collection was eventually bequeathed to the
Australian Museum in Sydney, and remained on display there until 1982, when it was
transferred on loan to the Mint and Barrack Museum, Sydney.

Today examples of this extraordinary attempt to solve an acute shortage are rare, and even
more so, retouched examples and covers (of which only five are known).




Lithographic Process

A plate has to be engraved in exactly the same manner as for cop-
per-plate printed Stamps. Transfers are taken from this plate in
oleaginous transfer ink, for laying down on the lithographic stone,
and the stamps are then printed by the usual lithographic process,
and have all the objections of copper plate printed stamps, in
addition to which the printing is not so satisfactory, for the ink on
the transfer paper stands up in ridges, and when this laid down by
pressure on the stone, it becomes crushed and the reproduction on
the stones is therefore somewhat blurred, and if, as is often the case
in Stamp work, the details and background are rendered by fine lines,
it gives a broken appearance to the lines when they come to be
printed.

Recess printed
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August 1959 Lithograph printing, showing the prominent vetouch af foot
(with ‘Twe Pence’ vedrawn and hovizontal lines below,
Pram R 10[2= position 110 on the sheet),
Regal Philatelic Society cetificate 1935. This otamp was subimitted for authentication by
F 5 Bolton whe wrote a sevies of anticles fox the “London Philateliot” in 1948 in which this
item was illustvated.

3 1 il - g ¢ TH
Spkl . Hubson Sale Lot 297, REuay @ 2003
Retouch: A good example of this rarity, [110], small to good margins, cancelled by

“n.s.w.” in elliptical ovals, a little soiled and with some small faults. Extremely rare, only
3 or 4 examples known. R.P.S. Certficate (1935). 5.G. 1183, £2500. Phoro
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Plate 1

zﬂ&éfgd.

ﬁeirtoratzh issued in February 1860

ﬁerturatéh issued in February 1860
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"This stamp (2d olb It bl )was made by perforanng th emamd ot th sto k fth e pre edmg issue e and it is comp ratively
rare. The impressionwas often very worn and some show damage caused by blistering of the plate and were never retouched:
they are of equal r. ntyt o the to ches. The Encyclop edia of Britis| h Emp]r e Postage Stamps - Vol. IV.
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Plot 10 Blag 35611y
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THE PROVISIONAL PERIOD (26.1.1860—31.10.1860)

Queensland was proclaimed a separate colony on 10th December1859 but
continued to use NSW issues until 1st November 1860.

From the 1st of February 1860 all stamps were perforated by
authorisation of the Honourable Treasurer in New South Wales.

However, only imperforated stamps were supplied to Queensland from NSW untif

they issued their own stamps on 1st November1860.

Thus, during this “ provisional period’ only imperforated stamps were available in

Queensland and only perforated issues were obtainable in NSW.
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21st February 1860 piece with 6d Registered imperforate orange and
Prussian blue (hard paper) and pair of 2d diadems blue imperforate tied by very
fine “96” with Maryborough NSW above. A fine and very scarce proving piece
of the "Provisional Period’.
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Plate 2 Diadem retouches

In

‘ Position 44. Position 36

I A line partly redrawn above A line redrawn above
“TWO PENCE” “PEN”

Position 43 Position 57

A line wholly redrawn Lines added on both sides
\ above “PENCE” of the Queen’s head




Plate 2 Petouches
iy

| |
Fn 1860 some positions of Plate 2 were retouched due to the excessive wear of this plate.
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Renewed Plate |
&nm# ety worn impressions given and the last printing had brown gum
‘ ‘i —~

1861
-| 1|352 I 1871
_ Bl _ il ] i I@"‘N{i— ) Crasfogand . ” = v;“ ]
e \ b E_.f 17213 . P T%i.u%‘.f;‘n | ]
N | : 240 e prepiorsd GF L Suen

hodf esart Wl\fﬂ:q'?d



il
L2 11 [
Ana
| |
¥ | & Rt eD
T et ﬁ ' Following the arrival of a new 2d plate (Plate 2) authorisation to
i j“l‘_ il A [ adopt a system of perforation from February 1st 1860 was made,
i - T80 probably encouraged by the greater space and regularity between
| 1 LR el the impressions on this new plate.
. o ! The perforated issue became available on the first of February in
.5 I S New South Wales.
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Jeffryes sketched at his trial. First
reproduced in Stanley Gibbonsi
Monthly Journal 2: 170 (1892).

The most notorious forger of these issues was GEORGE KIRKE JEFFRYES (Jeffries. Jeffreys, or Jeffreyes), who from

the age of sixteen in 1883, started by faking overprints on genuine stamps of Columbia, Equador, North Borneo, Sarawak,
Sungei Ujong, and Zululand.

Later Jeffryes turned his talents to the forging of classic stamps amongst which included the New South Wales 1850 d,
(both plates 1 & 2) and 2d Sydney Views: most of the 1851-55 diadem issues: and the 6d registration stamp.

The chief outlet for his work was the firm of Benjamin and Sarpy whose proprietors were leaders in postage stamp forgery
and fakery in London in the last decades of the 19th century.

In 1891. Jeffryes was arrested with Benjamin and Sarpy, ultimately found guilty of conspiracy to defraud, and sentenced
to 6 months hard labour.
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Blistered Plate

In 1858 the plate was damaged by over-heating which caused it to blister in places, and a number of the stamps were imperfect.
The plate was repaired from time to time by local workmen, who touched up the defective designs and various frame lines. In
doing this they made various graver slips causing minor varieties.

A number of the imperforate 2d diadems remaining were perforated and used from 1861, but these canmot be reliably
distinguished from the reissues from the plate which had been sent to Perkins Bacon in London for repair and from thence
returned. During the process of this repair fourteen subjects were re-entered.

In summary, therefore, refouches were made on the imperforate and perforated issues which are well described in the Robson
Lowe "Encyclopaedia of British Empire Stamps Volume IV", re-eniries were made at Perkins Bacon when repairing the plate used
to produce the perforated issues, also in addition to the above the plate became progressively more worn with use.






