


The Falklands Islands

The first settlement of the Falkland Islands was made in 1764 by Vicomte de

.| Bourgainville on behalf of France, at Port Louis, East Falkland, and in 1765 John
Byron in the “Dolphin” established a garrison on Saunders Island, West Falkland on

behalf Great Britain. In 1767 the Spaniards, calling the islands ‘Islas Malvinas’,
bought out the French and in 1770 they ejected the British, which almost led to war
' between the two countries. The British settlement was restored in 1771 by Captain

Stott in the “Juna” but abandoned in 1774 and the Spaniards abandoned their
settlement in 1806. In 1820 the Argentines established a settlement on the islands
but it was destroyed by the Americans in 1831. The British took possession again in

1832 and on 3rd January 1833, Commander John James Onslow in the “Clio”

.expelled the Argentines and the first permanent settlement commenced.
Prepayment of postage was introduced on 1st August 1861 but a paid marking that
postage had been paid was not ordered until March 1868.
The first postage stamps were supplied from the Crown Agents in London and
issued on the islands on 19th June 1878.
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Watermark: Crown CA (Queen Victoria Y2d-1/- 1883-1902).

This paper normally took 480 stamps arranged in eight sheets with ten rows of six but the Queen Victorian stamps of the
Falklands were a little taller and printed in sheets with six rows of ten so the paper could be cut to give six sheets only, the
stamps becoming largely unevenly watermarked.

Some stamps show parts of the marginal watermarks, either * CROWN AGENTS” horizontally in 12mm high double lined
capitals or "CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES” vertically in 7mm high double lined capitals,
and some show no watermark at all.
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South Georgia "Surcharges” 1971-1978

In the following pages the above are contained both mint
unmounted, used, and used on cover.

These issues may be summarised as follows :-

1971 Vap on Y2d to 50p on 10/- original set of 14 values ~ SG18-31
1972 Vapon ¥ed:  1ponld:  50p on 10/-. SG18a,19a,31a
1973 “apon Vad:  1%2p on 1%ad. SG18b and 20b
1976 1p on 1d: ~50p on 10/-. | SG19b and 31b
1977 Yapon V2d to 25pon 2/6. Setof 11 valuues 5G53-65
1978 Son6d 0 SOpon 10~ Setof6vaes  SGAEG5E

SG66 (50p value)

The actual issue dates which, at times, vary within the years given above are noted
alongside the stamps on cover as these issues can be confusing.
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Note the difference in the size of the “p” between these separate printings
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