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wy INETAS, HOJAS SOUVENIRS Y CANCELACIONES CONMEMORATIVAS DEL COHETE POSTAL CUBANQ"

E1l 15 de Octubre de 1939 se 1levd a efecto en Cuba wn hecho que aunque simbdlico y pe-
quefio, dié una seflal de progreso en una via para el transporte de la correspondencia, /
Estos. lanzamientos de cohetes postales venisn sucediéndose en Europa y Asia desde 1928,
pero que al no contar con 1la autorizacién de los funcionarios postales, se dedicaban a
la sobrecarga de los sellos de correos o a la emisién de viiietas que luego vendian es-

peculativamente para conmemorar Sus lanzamientosSe

Fue Cuba, la que por primera vez €n América Latina realiza un experimento con cohetes
postales, rescatando aquel medio de transporte dentro del vacio en que habia caido, e
imprime para ello un sello destinado al framqueo de las cartas enviadas por esa via. -
Por estas razones el sello del Cohete Postal, abre la temdtica del Cosmos, ¥ e€s el 15
de Octubre dentro de la filatelia cubana, una fecha de gran trascendencia histérica ya
que son conmemorados los aniversarios de este experimento mediante cathets o cancela—
ciones especiales, a las que se sumaban vifietas filatélicas y hojas souvenirs conmemo-
rativas que se obsequiaban a todos aquellos que acudian a obtener su cancelacién como-

recuerdo.

wna muestra de las vifietas filatélicass

A continuacibn veremos
imera vez €n el

do se reall
ativas a la fecha, en que por Pr U

ancelaciones conmemor
- or medio de cohetes postalese

zaba oficialmente el transporte de correspondencia P

hojas SouUvenirsy cachets




" EXPERIMENTO DEL COHETE POSTAL CUBANO - OCTUBRE 15 DE 1939 "

Sello fiscal que reproduce un paisaje de la provincia de Matanzas, so-
brecargado privadamente con la leyenda: "PRIMER COHETE AEREO-1939".

Se hizo esta sobrecarga para un proyectado correo por cohete Habana-Ma
tanzas en los limites de ambas provincias.

EICVEINTICINCO CENTA )

Las hojas la formaban siete hileras horizontales y seis columnas ver-
ticales. Por defectos en la plancha de impresién de la sobrecarga, sb
1o las cinco hileras superiores presentan la leyenda, no asi las dos
inferiores.

Parte inferior y extrema de una hoja, mostrando los
defectos de la impresidn.
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PREMIER FUSEE POSTALE

HOJA CONMEMORATIVA DEL LANZAMIENTO DEL COHE- w
TE POSTAL CUBANO, OCTUBRE 15 DE 1939.
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VINETAS CONMEMORATIVAS AL "PRIMER ANIVERSARIO", OCTUBRE 15 DE 1940.
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' HOJA CONMEMORATIVA "PRIMER ANIVERSARIO" DEL.
| COHETE POSTAL CUBANO, OCTUBRE 15 DE 1940, -
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HOJA CONMEMORATIVA "PRIMER ANIVERSARIO" DEL.
COHETE POSTAL CUBANO, OCTUBRE 15 DE 1940, -
CON DIBUJO CENTRAL PEQUERNO.
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HOJAS CONMEMORATIVAS AL "20 ANIVERSARIO", SOBRECARGANDO LAS HOJAS.CON-
MEMORAT IVAS AL DIA DEL SELLO DE 1958 EN DIFERENTES POSICTONES.

Glub Filatslicn Ulub Filatslicn
be la ne lg
Repuiblica de Cuba Bepiblica de Quby

EVPOSICION Flhy\Y E1@8% RACIONAL-24 ABRIL 1056 EYPOSICION FILATE

] ACIGRN 121 ABRIL 195
\ 5 ; 0‘5_- e J W ] i

2 - B Sl
: 'J | s, |

o,

) e + ¥ ) -
- = = _éﬁ-_—.am__-=.
CUBA AEREQ 29¢- DIA DEL SELLO' CUBA MREQ, 20 DINAL 51110

Souvenir Snuoenir
Expogicion Filatelicn Narional . Expogicion Filatélicn Narional
Bia del Selln 24 de Ahbril 1858 Bia del Sello 24 de Abril 1858

OCTUBRE 15-1939

| EXPERIMENTODEL
COHETE
-POJ{Qf

XX ANIVERSARIO

CLUB FILATELICO NACIONAL

8961-gL 3¥8NLI0

CLUB FILATELICO NACIONAL

OCTUBRE 15-1938

XX ANIVERSARIO

6961-01 I¥ENLD0

PRIMER CORREQ OFICIAL POR COHETE PRIMER CORREO OFICIAL POR COHETE

HOJAS - CONMEMORATIVAS AL "20 ANIVERSARIO", REPRODUCIENDO EL SELLO DEL

COHETE POSTAL DE 1939 EN. DIFERENTES COLORES PRESENTANDO EL MISMO DI
SENO DE LA HOJA DEL PRIMER ANIVERSARIO. |
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XX Aniversario del
Primer Correo Oficial por Cohete

1939 - 15 Octubre - 1959
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XX Anniversary
First World Official Rocket Mail
1939 - 15 October - 1959
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1939 EN DIFERENTE COLOR.
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EXPERIMENTO DEL COHETE POSTAL CUBANO - OCTUBRE 15 DE 1939 "

VINETAS CONMEMORATIVAS AL 20 ANIVERSARIO, EN DIFERENTES COLORES, 0G
TUBRE 15 DE 1959,




CANCELACION Y CACHET CONMEMORATIVO AL 20 ANIVERSARIO, SOBRE 1
NETAS EN COLOR AMARILLO Y AZUL.
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HOJA CONMEMORATIVA AL "24 ANI-
VERSARIO", OCTUBRE 15 DE 1963.

PAPEL COLOR SEPIA Y LEYENDAS EN
VERDE, ALEGORIA EN NEGRO.
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HOJA CONMEMORATIVA A LA PUESTA EN
CIRCULACION DE LA EMISION COSMO--
NAUTAS SOVIETICOS: GAGARIN, NICO-
LAIEV, POPOVICH Y TITOV, DE 1963.

ESTA HOJITA REPRODUCE EL DISENO --

CENTRAL DE LA HOJA CONMEMORATIVA -

DE 1939, SUSTITUYENDOSE EL COHETE
POSTAL POR UNA MODERNA NAVE ESPA-
CIAL.
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PRUEBA DE 10S DIBUJOS UTILIZADOS EN EL'SOBRE ALEGORICO AL 25 ANIVER
SARIO. DEL COHETE POSTAL CUBANO,. OCTUBRE 15 DE. 19
FUE IMPRESA EN COLOR VERDE Y EL TEXTO EN COLOR NEGRO.
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SOBRES UTILIZADOS EN LA CELEBRACION DEL 25 ANIVERSARIO DEL COHETE -
POSTAL CUBANO.
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TUBRE 15 DE 1964 . PRUEB

5 ANIVERSARIO DEL COHETE POSTAL CUBANO, OC-
A DE LOS COLORES AZUL, VERDE Y NEGRO.
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HOJA CONMEMORATIVA AL 25  ANIVERSARIO DEL -COHETE -POSTAL CUBANO, OCTU
BRE 15 DE 1964.
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HOJA CONMEMORATIVA AL 25 ANIVERSARIO, OCTUBRE 15 DE 1964 . APARECE
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NUEVA SOBRECARGA QUE REPRODUCE AL COHETE POSTAL.
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C:&NCELACION CONMEMORATIVA AL 25 ANIVERSARIO DEL COHETE POSTAL, OCTU-
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_ CANCELACION CONMEMORATIVA AL 25 ANIVERSARTO
1939 - OCTUBRE 15 - 196i
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Postar. RocKET EXPERIMENT
OcroBER 1939

PRESIDENTIAL DECREE No. 2330 OF SEPTEMBER 1ST, 1939
AUTHORIZED CHANGING THE COLOR AND SURCHARGE OF 200,000 10¢
DOMESTIC AIR MAIL STAMPS, AS REQUESTED BY THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

10




An October © _,s9 first day cover of the world’s first rocket stamp
as described by the anthor. It was addressed to him at the time,
and duplicates were sold generally at a whopping 60c each following
the flight, Today’s figure is almost that many dollars.

Lackground And Developmer{t'
Of The Cubeii Postal Rocket
rExr::-erimmz-;,t 0£ October 1939

\ (771G -
L s ST Pr. Tomagi.ﬁ.. Terryyéolf,. /2 -/966

=
The day is not far distant when after depositing our letter in a
pecial mailbox and hearing a little while later an infernal noise, we
ill know that our message has arrived at its destination in Europe.
his would be perfectly possible this very moment, since the remotely
onirofled projectiles can cross the Atlantic in less 30 minutes. It
ould only be necessary to add a packet of letters to it in order,’:ﬁ“}
btain this result in the postal system.
~ Thesc demonstrations might at present astonish many people, but
lis wa: exactly what The Philatelic Club of Cuba foresaw and com-

|

lemorafed in advance 27 years ago.
We do not pretend of course, fo ; PR
ave invented the process which|1931 sending 102 letters. This was

followed by other trials with great-
er or less success.

Finding it impossible to obtain
official support for this enterprise
he proposed fo continue in his cost-
ly experiments by making use of
new models of seven - pound rock-
ets in which he sent in each case
some 150 to 200 covers franked with'
a series of stamps and very showy
private labels which were sold for
this purpose, and by means of
which he underwrote a portion of
the cost of said trials.

In later years these mailings
were carried out almost exclusive-

)es baclk to the limits of prehis-
ry, which as a principle we owe
Newton in his third law for mo-
n of bodies.
Neither was it practiced original-
by us as a system of postal
ansportation which was carried
it for the first time in Austria in
31 based on the correspondence
scientist= Franz Von Moefft and
ermann Oberth concerning the
ssibilities of fransporting letters
speeds ahove the 600 miles in-
cated as the limit of speed of pro-
ller - driven airplanes.

cUusA
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Here there arose the plan to do
that mailing officially which desire
became possible with the coopera-

[tion of understanding officials,

As a first step, it was agreed by
%}msidenﬁal Decree No. 2330 dated

eptember 1, 1939 to surcharge
200,000 stamps of the domestic air-
mail 10c (Seott No. C13) with a col-
or change to emerald green.

At the same time the construe-
tion of the rocket proceeded in
charge of a well - known Pyro-
technician who to the best of his
knowledge and understanding did
all he could within the limits of
the resources at his disposal.

When the rocket was finighed,
three preliminary trials were car-
ried out on the first, third, and
eighth of October (two of which
were completely successful). They

15 covers franked with stamps and
private labels which today consti-

| tute great rarities.

The official launching took place
on the morning of Sunday, October
15 at the shooting range of the
Sports Casino with the symbolic
transportation of 2581 covers
franked with the referred to special
stamp. That first trial did not re-
sult in success.

Already it was called "experi-

iment” in the very surcharge of the

new stamp which was added with
foresight and

Not faking into account some
ggestions and even attempts to
insport messages by rocket car-
d out during the last eentury,
 can fix as an example and

ly for financial gain by unserupu-
lous promoters in Germany, Eng®-
land, India, France, Holland, Bel-
gium, and in some cases the Unit-
ed States, which commercialism
soon did away with the great popu-
larity and enthusiasm which had
existed among philatelists for that
new aerophilatelic material. |

Such was the sifuation when
Fred Kessler edited the first spe-
cial catalog (1935) and in our Phil-
atelic Club it was a question of
carrying out that dispateh in a
different form or manner and free
of any idea of profit, since we he-
lieved that the possibilities of pri-
vate mailings and the patience of
the ever - fleeced collectors reach-
ed  their limit,

int of departure for present dem-
sirations the work earrvied on
ce 1928 by Dr. Frederich
hmiedel of Graz, Austria.

ic actually went so far as to
n and even propose a regular
il roule in the Austrian Alps
- rapid postal eommunication of
) fowns separated by a moun-
N range nearly 10,000 feet high
ich although just over a mile
it by air required eight hours
the road for land communica-
1, For this purpose he ecarried
’ his first trial on I'chruary 2,

who neither &,

contained respectively 60, 21, and

“ the same pessi- |

mism as ir of the first of-|
ficial ai- (Experimen-
to Posts, ~Ita
the Rome b

For the 1,

the significiance of a symbolic aef,
that frial mailing which we miglit
call futuristic was considered
la failure as was even that of the
rockets, but years Ilater there
rained upon London many rock-
ets of*great size coming from the
coasts of Belgium and Holland —
some with propaganda material
and even correspondence from
English prisoners in Germany.

These gigantic vehicles were the
model when peace came for the
rapid succession of great rockets
like Viking, Atlas, Mercury, Her-
mes, and Jupiter, whose great ca-
pacity made -people think of the
possibility of establishing space
communications — and thus made
a reality one of the greatest and
oldest dreams of humanify.

A little while later, there was
established a race or competition
for control of routes of space and
the utilization of the above men-
tioned apparatus for the purposes
of attack and defense, - .

Naturally, and as was to be pre=
sumed, this great exira - terrestial
competition was not long in being
reflected in the numerous issues
starting with the IGY of 1957 - 1958,
and today it constitutes an exten-
|sive and popular topieal eollection
called “space” which has at its
disposal several hundred very ar-
tistic examples, and more than
six specialized catalogs.

This area of philately has been
considered by many, and with good
reason, an additional continuation
of the first postal rockets, because
in principle it is a matter of the

ly for same means of transportation. This

ad |periment, the first official issue

demand had its origin in our
of the Postal Rocket Ex-

for this purpose, which was orig-
~ally sold just 27 years ago for
“ere 10c. Today it is difficult
-#tain one for less than $40-50,
ad it is still inereasing in value
and demand. -
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SOUVENIR SHEETS ISSUED BY
CruB FILATELICO
DE LA
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ApriL 24TH, 1958
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FirsT WoRrLD OFFICIAL ROCKET MAIL
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