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@he “ Plating” of the Earlp @Iitlwgrapheh Stamps
of Peru. |
By L. L. R. HAUSBURG.

A PAPER READ BEFORE THE RovaL PHILATELIC SocIETY, LONDON, ON MAY I7TH, I9I7.

_’_._

¥/ OR a long time it has been known that the early issues of Peru,
" not counting the Pacific Steam Navigation series, were pro-
duced by lithography, but, so far as I am aware, no attempts
have been made to “plate” them until Mr. Hugo Griebert
began to study them some ten years ago. He succeeded in
plating several varieties, and these notes are the amplification
and continuation of his studies. Of course, the word “plate” is in this case
a misnomer, but it is used to indicate the fixing of the positions of the
varieties occasioned in the process of taking transfers from the original
matrix. Mr. T. W. Hall has also been studying and plating these issues for

- many years, and has kindly lent his stamps for examination.

The notes at present only deal with the stamps of the first design,
namely, the 1 dinero, blue; the } peso, yellow ; the % peso, dull red (error);
and the 1 peseta, dull red. As is frequently the case, and indeed this is so
with the second and some of the subsequent issues of Peru, the scarcer the
stamp the greater the number of varieties, but it is fortunate that there are
only five of the medio peso.

The stamps of this first issue seem to have been very carefully printed.
The imprassions are good and evenly spaced. In many cases of lithographed
stamps, notably in Western Australia and Chili, varieties due to folds in the
transfer paper are known; but so far, in the case of the one dinero of the
first printing of Peru, only two small varieties due to this cause have been
seen. These are described later under Type I, variety &, and Type XIII,
variety &, Some impressions of the one dinero show considerable signs of
wear of the stone,

The paper used for the one dinero and one peseta (and this naturally
includes the medio peso, dull red, error) is of a rather soft, porous nature,
sometimes showing a rather open mesh. The paper of the one peseta varies
in substance rather more than that of the one dinero, and sometimes has an

almost glacé surface, and without any mesh. As, however, there are inter-
mediate states, it seems unnecessary to divide into two separate papers.
The medio peso, orange or yellow, is printed on a thicker and more opaque
paper, with hardly any trace of mesh, and varies from hard and slightly
glacé to soft and unsurfaced.

The official date for the issue of these stamps was March 1st, 1858, and
the earliest dates so far seen are :— '
1 dinero, blue, 20th April, 1858.
1 peseta, dull rose, 13th March, 1858 (T. W. Hall).
} peso, dull rose (error), 13th March, 1858.
1 peso, yellow, 14th March, 1858,
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