CABO GRACIAS ADIOS
CABO

"CABO GRACIAS A DIOS" is a cape and seaport town in the extreme northeast of
Nicaragua. It got it's name by Spanish explorers who had great difficulty finding
a landing place along the Atlantic coast of what today is Nicaragua. When they
eventually located this natural harbor they expressed their relief by giving this
cape the name "Cape Thanks to God".

This department, as well as that of "Zelaya" became later mining areas and the
richest parts of Nicaragua. Their currency was the "silver — peso" as opposed to
the "paper - peso" of the rest of the country, which was of lesser value. As it
became the custom to buy stamps at a postoffice in the "paper — peso" districts
and use them at home, the Goverment lost money and in 1904 an order was made that
the postmasters in these "silver — peso" provinces were to mark or identify all
the stamp stocks on hand. This limited their validity to the department for which
they were marked.

Many of the so-called "CABO" - stamps are very scarce and specially hard to find
on cover. The catalogue notations are in my opinion not complete and many of the
valuations just ridiculous low.
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These stamps are recognised by YVERT, but the SCOTT catalogue states that the above
handstamp in B L A C K is "bogus". This is not true, as covers on the following
pages will prove that these stamps have also done postal duty !
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pages will prove that these stamps have also done postal duty !
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