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1856-62 SANTIAGO POST OFFICE PRINTING
ESTANCOS
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REGI ST ERED I BT TEE SR I

lst of January 1862
Last London Printing
new plate engraved by Perkins, Bacon & Co.
watermarked: medium sized cipher 10
10 Centavos
lightly blued paper ,

| [cERTIFICADA]

4 i

fragment of a registered letter to Taltal
the letter in hand bears the postmark |CERTIFICADA]

Unfortunately, this interesting cover was mutilated by a vandal, making it thus
impossible to establish its provenance. It must have travelled overland though,
! as the minimum letter rate was 5 and the registration fee 10 Cts. If this cover
! had been carried by a steamer, an additional 5 Cts. would have been charged. of
f course it is possible, that additional stamps were lost with the destroyed part
f of the letter!
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1862 LAST LONDON PRINTING







1866-67 SANTIAGO POST OFFICE LAST PRINTING
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1854
The so-called

SIB66

"Broken Plate"

La presunta

"Plancha Quebrada"

(which is in fact only a "Scratched Plate')
(que en realidad es solamente una ''Plancha Rayada”)
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It has been affirmed, that Gillet cracked the plate during the printing of the recess issue.
Supposedly therefore the next printing was done by lithography. The plate was then repai-
red and Desmadryl printed his second recess issue. Nobody explains however, how a cracked

plate could be repaired,

so that

sheets were printed. Considering
No. 1 and the other half with the

it could be used again! After the accident another 46.495
that half this gquantity was printed with the London plate
second plate, there still remains an impressive number of

sheets printed! If the plate had really been cracked, the damage would have become larger
and more noticeable with every printing. The fact remains however, that the scratch became
fainter and more invisible with successive use, and this proves, that the plate cannot have
been broken or cracked.
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1854 - 1866
The so-called "Broken Plate"
La presunta "Plancha Quebrada"
(which is in fact only a "Scratched Plate")
(que es en realldad solamente una ''Plancha Rayada'')
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"Egtanco" printing of 18r7 ("canelas") T Tl

prlntlng of 1866 (large watermark)
\j (filigrana grande) |
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Se ha afirmado, que Gillet quebrd la plancha mientras que imprimié los sellos grabados. Se
supone, que por esa razén el proximo tiraje lo hizo por medio de la litograffia. Después se
repararfa la plancha y Desmadryl hizo su segunda impresién. Sin embargo nadie explica como
se pudo reparar una plancha quebrada de manera que podTa ser usada de nuevo! Despuésde este
accidente se imprimieron todavia 46.495 hojas. Si se considera que solo la mitad fué hecho
con la plancha de Londres No. | y la otra mitad con la No. 2, todavia queda un numero con-
siderable de hojas impresas! Si realmente la plancha hubiera sido quebrada, el dafio tendria
haberse agrandado y serTa mas notable con cada impresién succesiva. Queda a la vista sin
embargo, que la rayadura de la plancha se hace menos y menos visible con el succesivo uso
y esto prueba que es imposible que la plancha haya sido quebrada o trizada!
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