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‘ S ’ Atelier de Fabricalion des Timbres-Paste. PARIS
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Atelier de Fabrication des Timbres-Poste. PARIS.
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Atelier de Fabrication des Timbres-Poste. PARIS
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Embossed Control Seal, Embossed Control Seal

1959-1963. 1964-1975.

Engraver’s Die Proofs (Artist’s Die Proofs) are proofs of the finished die. They are printed normally in one color on
soft, thick paper, usually cream-colored. These proofs may be signed in pencil (infrequently in ink) by the engraver and
sometimes by the artist. Proofs prior to 1959 did not have an Embossed Control Seal. Starting in 1959, these proofs
were embossed with a control seal to assure government control of the proofs. The initial control seal, shown above-left,
was a 2.7-cm-diameter and 1.8-cm-diameter double circle and was inscribed “IMPRIMERIE DES TIMBRES-POSTE”
between the circles and “CONTROLE” horizontal across the center of the inner circle. In 1964, the control seal, shown
above-right, was changed to a 2.9-cm-diameter and 2.0-cm-diameter double circle with the entire inscription between the
two circles. A printing press was shown in the center circle. These proofs are printed from an unhardened die. They are
printed in quantities of 26 proofs for Laos. Some of the proofs are not signed and will bring a lower price at sale. Others
may be prepared in multiple colors and will bring a higher price at sale. However, due to the limited number of these
proofs, possibly fewer than 10 of which make it onto the market, all of these proofs are a valuable collector’s item.
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Alelier de Fabricalion des Timbres.Pasla, PARIS
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’ v . Atelier de Fabrication des Timbres-Poste. PARIS
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