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The first free-franking stamp was issued on May 1, 1958. It
was for invalids disabled by war and was used mainly by
veterans of the war against the French.

This stamp was distributed quarterly by the Ministry of War
Damages to all disabled soldiers. The stamp has no face value,
but was valid for a normal letter. gegistered letters needed
two stamps and additional postage.

The stamp was designed by Bui-Trang-Chuoc. The red badge is
the emblem of the disabled veterans.
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NORTH VIET-NAM / VIET-NAM SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

DISABLED VETERAN STAMPS

May 1, 1958 saw the first free-franking stamp issued. It was for the war disabled invalids
and was used mainly by veterans of the war against the French.

This stamp was issued quarterly by the Ministry Of War Damages to all disabled soldiers.
The stamp has no face value, but was valid for one standard letter. The red badge is the
emblem of the disabled veterans.
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This cover, mailed July 2, 1958, from Nong Cong to Hanoi shows a transit from Thanh Hoa
on July 3, 1958 and a Ha Noi receiving machine mark of July 4, 1958, on the reverse.
The envelope is homemade from a government form.
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The light brown stamp was issued on March 14, 1959, and
the other one was issued in 1960, These stamps were
issued to invalids in agridulture for their private
correspondence, and no value is indicated. The design
showing invalids in a rice¢ field was done by Ng. Van
Khanh.
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The M wmistry of Posts and Tele-Commuyy, M \j
Vieinam releases o July 7, 1960, a COMmmemorati, ,
) ;

B enine! National Assembly to honou,

5 S\

Denomination : 15 4y no 224
Size : 277 x 36mm for the entir. %)

2IX32M% fop the desion
Colours : vellow, white and faw,
Sheets of 100 on ungummed pap,
Date of issue - July 7, 1960
Design by Buy trang Chuoc




NORTH VIET-NAM / VIET-NAM SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

DISABLED VETERAN STAMPS

March 14, 1959 saw the issue of a second design of a stamp to be used by disabled war |
veterans. The stamp shows two disabled persons (no arms) watering a rice field. They drive |
a watermill with their legs. This stamp paid the postage on a letter up to 20 grammes,

inland. This stamp was a chestnut color, while a re-issue in grey came out on July 7, 1960.

The grey stamp comes in two printings - first with emblem lettering and details in white,
and the second with these colored. This second print is difflcult to find and-is-not reported
useds-however, a used copy is shown below. :
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This cover, postmarked April 29, 1959 from Nghe An to Hanoi (backstamped May 1, 1959) is
from a center that houses seriously disabled war veterans. The top inscription reads
"Wounded Veterans Self-Support Center".

g . ’ \ = 3 3 v P ol il |
IS 8 A = o 0 1 e SRSV 40 0 S0 R T o T e 0 2 e ) ) E) 0 b ) B e e, T ) A 0 e () 0o, (e e R it B

FE 4




VIET=-NAM

A3 3 e HEST-—
JTET NAM DANCHU CONG HOA|

The DRVN's first military frank stamp was issued on July

15, 1959, The design shows a soldier and a train, and
no value is indicated., The stamp was designed by Le Pha.
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NORTH VIET-NAM / VIET-NAM SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

MILITARY FREE FRANK STAMPS

July 15, 1959 saw the issue of the first postage free stamp to be used by soldiers on active
duty. The stamp shows a guard in front of a railroad train. The stamp is inscribed "TEM
BINH SI" meaning postage free. Two stamps were given to each soldier monthly.

Sent from Ha Dong to Ha Noi from a boyfriend to a girlfriend with the letter intact.

The postmark appears to be April 5, 1964.
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VIET=-NAM

The DRVN's second military frank stamp was issued on
January %, 1961. The design shows a mounted frontier

guard, and no value is indicated. The stamp was designed
by Nguyen Van Khanh.
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VIET-NAM

This military frank stamp depicting armed forces on a boat
was issued on June 15, 1962.

It was designed by Huy Toan. The phrase "TEM BINH SI"
means "warrior stamp": This is one of only two military

frank stamps show a value, which seems superfluous.

Military frank stamps were supposedly issued quarterly and
each qualified recipient got 24 stamps a year.
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VIET=-NAM

This military frank stamp was issued on Séptember 20, 1964.
It was designed by Quang Lac and depicts a soldier and the
army badge.

. Proof
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- - Proof Signed by Quang Lac, the Stamp's Designer




VIET-NAM

These two military frank stamps were issued during 1965.
Gibbons states the red stamp was issued on July 1, 1965,
but Michel states August, 1965.

»1965" for the green stamp.
stamps.

They both have simply
Quang Lac designed the




NORTH VIET-NAM / VIET-NAM SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

MILITARY FREE FRANK STAMPS

The 1960's began with the renewed effort of North Viet-Nam to attack South Viet-Nam. This is
reflected in the themes of the stamps prepared for use by their military. The stamp issued Jan 3,
1961, shows a mounted soldier “defending the borders”. The next stamp issued June 15, 1962,
begins the theme of aggressiveness, showing a warship and an attack force. On Sept 20, 1964, a
stamp showing a soldier with thrusting bayonet was issued, note the foliage camouflage as used
by troops operating against South Viet-Nam. A set of two stamps were issued in 1965, showing a

soldier jumping an obstacle - a common propaganda theme in the North to show the superiority
of the Communist soldier.
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The issue of Sept 20, 1964 used inside of North Viet-Nam, from a unit in the field to Ha-Noi, via
Ha-Noi with a Tu-Liem transit marking (see inset). The transit mark is dated Sept 1, 1954, before
the date of official issue.
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VIET-NAM
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This military frank stamp was issued on September 10, 1963.
It was to be used on disabled soldiers' mail. The design
depicting a military medal and the Invalids' Badge was done
by Tran Luong.
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TEM THUUNG BINH

1965 -Inscription

TEM THUUNG BINH TEM THUONG BINH
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1966 Inscription

The year 1978, no exact date of issue is known, saw the use o
a new military stamp. It was in the design of the stamp of
September 10, 1963, but now without the 12 value denomination
This is a very interesting stamp and extremely scarce.

At first the new stamp with the year 1965 on the left corner
was known with the basic color of olive-brown, but this stamp
was not used before 1978. Only a short time later this stamp
was used with a 1966 inscription in a slightly changed color,
now light olvive, and with a second print then orange (also
with the 1966 inscription). All other colors of this stamp,
such as red and green, were not changed. The orange colored
stamp also exists imperforate.
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VIET-NAM

Proofs of Stamp with 1965 Inscription
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NORTH VIET-NAM / VIET-NAM SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

DISABLED VETERAN STAMP

On Sept 10, 1963, a stamp showing the Order Of Disabled Veterans was issued, having a face
value of 12 Xu. The stamp was issued free to those qualified to use the free franks. Only one
cover, postmarked 30-12-64 has ever been recorrlad
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This stamp was reissued in similar design in 1978 (exact date not know), although the year is not
even correct as per the cover below. Three types are know for this issue

as follows: At left, dated
1965, perf 11; in middle, dated 1966, rough perf 11; at right, dated 1966, imperf.
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1966, perf 11 type, used from military hospital 13/9/75, to Saigon (3 years before official issue).
This is the only known/reported use on cover of any of the reissued types.
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This military frank stamp was issued on September 25, 1966.
Military frank stamps using designs almost identical to
this were issued in 1967 and 1969.
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Pair of very scarce North Viet Nam military frank stamps M11with selvedge, (two issued p/er
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According to the Michel Catalog, this military frank stamp

was issued on June 26, 1967. Gibbons, however, lists the
date of issue as 1968. The design of this stamp is very

similar to the military frank stamp issued on September 25,

1966 except the color is different and more modern
equipment is shown.
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NORTH VIET-NAM / VIET-NAM SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

MILITARY FREE FRANK STAMPS

The designs featured on the free frank stamps for military personnel went back to showing the
defensive nature of the North Vietnamese Armed Forces.

On September 25, 1966, a new stamp without face value was issued showing a militia woman,
soldier, antiaircraft missiles (SAMs) and artillery. Jets and ships are in the distance. The color
was blue with the year date 1966 in the lower right.

The stamp was reissued on October 10, 1967 in brown with the year date changed to 1967. A
third issue, in green and brown with no year date shown was believed issued in 1969. This third
issue.was not-reported-until 1991 (The Indo-China Philatelist, Vol XXI, Number 5).
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Green/Brown 1969 issue, used inside North Viet-Nam from military address to civilian address.
With indistinct box cancel and Hai-Hau CDS on reverse with manuscript docketing (see inset).

This is the only reported cover. There are two mint copies known plus one damaged used copy.
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VIET-NAM
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This military frank/ stamp was issued on October 10, 1967.

It was designed by ‘Huy Khanh and depicts the "St
of the People's Army.

Star" Badge
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This card shows four unique handpainted essays that are different than the issued
stamp. The card was signed by Tran Huy Khanh who designed the final issued
stamp. ,
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- This .ca.rd_ shows two unique -ha-nc-lpainted esséys that are d_ifferenf than the issued
stamp.
The card is signed by Tran Huy Khanh who designed the final issued stamp.
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Handpainted Artist's Essay Drawings Signed by Tran Huy Khanh
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VIET-NAM
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VIET NAM DAN CHU CONG HOA

This military frank stamp was issued on November 10, 1968.
It was designed by Huy Khanh.
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VIET NAM DAN CHU CONG HOA

VIET NAM DAN CHU CONG HOA

Handpainted Artist's Essay Drawings signed by Tran Huy
Khanh, the designer of the issued stamp.
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NORTH VIET-NAM / VIET-NAM SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

MILITARY FREE FRANK STAMPS

A new free frank stamp was released October 10, 1967. The main feature is the red circle with the

yellow star (military hat emblem) while the rest of the design shows the three branches of the
armed forces.

Another stamp was issued on November 10, 1968, showing a defensive and an offensive member
of the armed forces (artillery and infantry).

The small homemade cover with the “hat emblem” stamp has a faint red Quang Binh double
circle military cancel and is addressed to Hanoi.
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The lilac colored stamp is tied by a Hanoi machine cancel (civilian) and has a 19-12-70 CDS on
the reverse from Vinh-Yen. While there is no military return address (or any return address) this
is a military cover as the authorities were very strict about these stamps usage.
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VIET-NAM

This stamp is a franchise stamp for use by disabled

soldiers. The stamp was designed by Huy Khanh and it
depicts the invalid soldier's badge.

The date ofi issue of this stamp is not-certain. The
press release in STAMPS said March of

> %871., Gibbons
says February of 1971. Michel says 19 which 1is the
year on the s

tamp which probably means the stamp was
printed in 1969.

Overprinted "TEM NOI BO"
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Imperforate Proof with Positional Marks
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NORTH VIET-NAM / VIET-NAM SQCIALIST REPUBLIC

DISABLED VETERAN STAMPS

The last stamps issued by North Viet-Nam for use by disabled veterans came out July 27, 1973.
One stamp featured a veteran (amputee) operating a piece of machinery while the other stamp
showed children welcoming home a returning veteran. The second stamp, as well as an issue of
1969 showing an “invalid insignia” were generally never put to use by disabled veterans. All
known covers are philatelic. The “amputee machinist” issue, however, did see actual use as
shown below.
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Disabled veteran stamp used from Hanoi, 25-5-75, to Saigon. Docketing shows receipt 30-5-75.
Cover was mailed about three weeks after the fall of Saigon to the communists. Note “Mien Nam”
in the address, referring to the occupied south.
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This stamp is a franchise stamp for use by disabled
veterans. It was issued on April 30, 1971. It was
designed by Huy Khanh and depicts a disabled soldier

with a baby with the invalid soldiers' badge on the
right.




NORTH VIET-NAM/VIET-NAM SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

DISABLED VETERAN STAMPS

CTOs RECALLED FOR USE

On April 30, 1971, a stamp showing a disabled soldier holding a child was released. Disabled vets
were allowed two free letters per month from the "rehabilitation centers™ where they lived and were
cared for. In reality, the government frowned on the disabled writing letters, as they feared it would
dishearten the able bodied and slow the war effort.

Nearly all of the stamps were cancelled-to-order and sent to Eastern Bloc nations to help pay for
the war aid. The stamps that were still in the vaults of Hanoi were taken out in 1980-81 during a

__shortage of military stamps because of the very large number of troops involved in Cambodia.

(i WS A A

I

The CTO stamps were distributed and allowed to be used. Note the cover below: there is a visible
cancel on the upper left corner of the stamp. Usage is from Cambodia and appears to be a disabled
vet resettled into the occupied border area of Cambodia.

The stamp shows the red badge inscribed "Thuong Binh", the emblem of the disabled veterans.
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VIET-NAM

GUYEN VAN BE

The date of issue of this military frank stamp is ne#
certairw. The press release in STAMPS said March of
1971. Gibbons says February 15, 1971 and Michel says
February 12, 1970.

The stamp depicts the hero Nguyen Van Be (1945 - 1965)
attacking a US Army tank.




VIET-NAM
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The brown military frank stamp was issued on October 30,
1971. The green stamp was issued in August of 1972.
Both stamps depict Nguyen Viet Xuan and an anti-aircraft
gun.




NORTH VIET-NAM / VIET-NAM SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

MILITARY FREE FRANK STAMPS

PEOPLE'S HERO STAMPS
This set was issued during 1970 to 1972 and consisted of three stamps in two designs.

The first stamp was issued February 12, 1970. It showed a portrait of Nguyen Van Be, a
people's hero called "the tank cracker". Born 1945 and died in action 1965. The stamp

background shows Be holding a landmine over his head before throwing it at an APC and
troops.

in action was issued in lilac rose. The same design in green was released in August, 1972.
Many gun crews and their leaders were killed after Jane Fonda sat behind an anti-aircraft
gun, in Hanoi, aiming at US planes in July 1972.

|
On October 30, 1971, a second design featuring Nguyen Viet Xuan and his air defense crew |
|

I

E

B NGUTEN VAN B

B %

A TEMOUANDO!
NHAM THANG QUAN THO MARANL ©

This set saw little postal use and served mainly as a propaganda tool. Many were brought
out after 1975 and used in the liberated areas, as on this local cover.
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VIET -NAM

AT
OANH MANH
DIET GAN
PHAT TRIEN NHANH

TEM QUAN DOI

TEM QUAN DOI

It appears these two military frank stamps were issued on
January 17, 1974, the date on the first day cover. Both the
new issue announcement in Linn's and Gibbons simply state
January of 1974. Michel states December 22, 1973. Although
the stamps have no denomination, their franking value was
equivalent to 12 xu each. They weregprin?ed in panes of 100,
l, | . W 4 g L : 1 ) 1l {- - ax

The top two stamps and the stamps on the first day cover are
perforated 11 as stated in the catalogs. However, the other
two stamps are perforated 12+ which may be a later printing.
This variety is supposed to be quite scarce.
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VIET-NAM
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VIET NAM DAN CHU CONG HOA

Proof with Positional Marks

This military franchise stamp was issued on May 19, 1975, Tt
. bears the same design as the December, 1973 military franchise

stamp except this one is smaller, is“red instead of blue, and
this one is inscribed "BUU CHINH" instead of "TEM QUAN DOI".
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NORTH VIET-NAM / VIET-NAM SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

MILITARY FREE FRANK STAMPS

From 1973 until the liberation of the South, all military free frank issues featured the “People’s
Offensive” theme, i.e., bayonet and tank changes. The first issue was Dec 23, 1973, and had two
stamps, one blue showing a bayonet change and a red/bronze stamp featuring a tank. The
bayonet charge was reissued May 19, 1975 (after liberation) in red.

The “tank” stamp had two printings, one in perf 11 (on cover) and a second in perf 12.5 (mint
single).
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s from the
troops that liberated the former US Navy base at Cam Ranh Bay. The postmark is the provisional
mark, M.N. Viet-Nam, 8-11-75, used in the south until normal cancels were obtained.
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VIET-NAM

Fake First Day Cover

Hanoi postmarks did not use numerical postal codes in 1973.




