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These stamps were issued on March 9, 1957 te commemorate
the first amniversary of the opening of the Nam-Dinh
mill, The design by Bui=-Trang-Chuoc depicts a cotton

. mill, The stamps were regularly perforated 12%, but
the 100 domg value also exists perforated 11Z and also
11F by 12%.
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The two high values were issued on May 19, 1957 to commemorate
President Ho-Chi-Minh's 67th birthday. This is the first of a
number of issues of the DRVN to his birthday. While the exact
date of his birth is somewhat a mystery with dates given as
late as 1892, to the Vietnamese Post Office his date of birth
was on May 19, 1890.

The two low values were i1ssued in December of 1957.

All four of these stamps were issued perforated 12% / 13, but
the 300d value exists perforated 10.

Both Michel and Gibbons list the variety of the 100d value
with the "100" in smaller figures. This variety is only
slightly more valuable than the normal version. The "100" on
the normal version is 3mm wide while the small figures are
only 2%mm wide.
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On August 12, 1957 four official stamps (imscribed "SU VU")
were issued, and on September 25, 1957 one regular postage

stamp was issued to commemorate the Fourth Internmational
Trade Union Congress which took place im Leipzig, Germany
from October 4th to 15th, 1957. Each stamp's design shows
the Congress insignia of two hemispheres standing upon a
laurel branch and girded by a ribbomn. The ribbon bears an
inscription describing the purpose of the issue in Vietnamese,
They were printed in sheets of 100, by lithography, om smooth
white wove, ungummed paper at the National Bank of Viet-Nam
in Hanoi.

The 300 dong value exists with the value a mirrer print as
shown im ‘the below photo. The error, whigh;ischnéfant, shows
the value tablet cempletely inverted, anéimust have been
caused ﬁi”éié of the transféfs being incorrectly laid down on
the erigimal plate. Only a few exist as this variety was
quickly corrected, Rl i
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The 300 dong value exists with the value a mirror print as
shown above. The error, which is constant, shows the value
tablet completely inverted, and it must have been caused by
one of the transfers being incorrectly laid down on the
original plate. Only a few exist as this variety was
quickly corrected. This error is listed by both Michel and
Gibbons.
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Each of the above stamps was put thru the printing press
two times as they were printed on both sides of the paper.
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Perforation Varieties
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This set was issued on September 2, 1957 to commemorate
the 12th anniversary of the proclamation of N
independence of Viet-Nam on September 2, 1945, The
design, done by Ngo-Ton-De, shows the arms of the
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam., The stamps were
printed in sheets of 100,
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"HA-NOI - First Day Cover
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These three stamps were issued on November 7, 1957 to commemorate the 40™ anniversary of
the Russian Revolution. On November 7, 1917 Lenin and the Bolsheviks seized control of the
provisional government of Russia.

The stamps depict President Ho Chi Minh and Chairman of the Soviet Presidium Voroshilov.
They were designed by Ta Luu and printed in sheets of 100 at the Viet-Nam National Bank
Printing Works.
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First Day Covers
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This souvenir sheetlet was canceled on the first day of issue.
It was produced by the North Viet-Nam State Corporation which
distributes books and other literature. This corporation's
name and address is inscribed on the lower right corner of
this sheetlet.
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Without Designer Imprint

VIET-NAM. °  VIET- VIET-NAM
DAN CSI'J CONGHOA  DAN CEU crgrﬁshﬁm DAN CHU CONG HOA

With Designer Imprint

These two official (“SU VU”) stamps were issued on December 22, 1957 and March 12,

1958 respectively. They depict the famous One-Pillar Pagoda in Hanoi that was built
in the eleventh century.

These stamps were designed by Bui Trang Chuoc. They were printed in sheets of 100
by the Viet-Nam National Bank Printing Works. They exist both with and without the
designer imprint in the lower left corner.
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Another aspect of North Viet-Nam stamp designs - selfhelp =-
is exemplified by this set of three stamps issued on January
6, 1958, These three stamps show a class of adults receiving
open-air instruction im the alphabet, and were intended to
publicise the drive to eradicate illiteracy throughout the
country. The stamps were designed by Le-Pha and printed by

typography.
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REN LUYEN THAN THE REN LUYEN THAN THE

This set was issued on March 8, 1958 to mark the
opening of a spring and summer physical culture
movement., The design, showing a girl gymnast,
was done by Le Pha. The stamps were printed in
sheets of 100,
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These stamps were issued on May 1, 1958, The stamps
depict the Viet~Nam flag, a sheaf of wheat, and the
Ruseian hammer and sickle motif., They were designed
by Nguyen-Van-Khanh and printed in sheets of 100,
The |50 dong value exists with a color error.
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Varieties
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VIET=-NAM

This stamp was issued on May 20, 1958 to commemorate the
the fourth meeting of the International Democratic
Women's Congress that was held from June 1st to June 5th,
1958, in Vienna. The design; done by Bui-Trang-Chuoc,
shows a dove of peace holding an olive branch flying

over a globe, which is encircled by a banner bearing the
initials F,D,I.F., (Federation democratique internationale
des femmes), 600,000 of this stamp was printed in sheets
of 100.
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TIEU, THU : g TIEU, THU
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DAN CHU CONG HOA DAN CHU CONG HOA

This is the first of three sets of stamps issued in 1958 for the Arts and Crafts Fair that was
held in Hanoi in .1958. This set was issued on May 30, 1958. Unlike the other two sets, these
“are official stamps inscribed “SU VU” above the denominations.

The stamps depict a lathe. They were designed by Bui Trang Chuoc and offset printed in
sheets of 100 at the Viet-Nam National Bank Printing Works. '

TIEU, THU
z CONG NGHIEP

DAN CHI CONG HOA

Black_ Shifted 3mm to the Left
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Thls cover dated February 15, 1958 was sold as a first day cover
but it is not genuine since the stamps were not 1ssued until
May 30, 1958.

14 o83~ %Y 39,




VIET-NAM

VIET NAM DA Ciil CONG m ) VIETNAM DA CHE CONG HOA

VIET NAM DA CHO CONG HO

2000

RuE N ’-AM TRIEN LAM TIEU E 1o
mo CONG Nc;mtp - THU CONG Ncm);p . : ‘um CONG NGHH,‘.P

rnntw LAM TIEU
THU CONG NGHIEP

This is the second of three sets -of stamps issued in 1958 for the Arts and Crafts Fair that was
heid in Hanoi in 1958. This set was issued on June 26, 1958.

The stamps depict lace, a rattan basket and a silver cup. They were designed by Nguyen Van
Khanh and offset printed in sheets of 100 at the Viet-Nam National Bank Printing Works. The
150d value was printed in a quantlty of 1,000,000 and the 2000d stamp in a quantity of
150,000.

The Michel Catalogue lists a variety With a lighter shade of violetr(lilac). The stamp on the right
is probably a color changeling.

The blue color was printed on the back of an otherwise normal 150d stamp.
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Unlisted Varieties
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These sheets were printed in sheets of 100 stamps (10 x 10). The stamps were designed by
Nguyen Van Khanh and his name, N V KHANH, appears in the bottom right corner of every
stamp except the one in position 98. This incredible error with the name of the designer
missing appears on sheets for both values.
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This official ("SU VU") stamp was issued on June 26,
1958 to commemorate the First World Congress of Young
Workers that was held in Prague. The design depicting
the symbol of the congress was done by Bui-Trang-
Chuoc.
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This set was issued on July 20, 1958 to promote the
re-unification of Viet-Nam, The stamps depict people
rebuilding the trans-Vietnam railway and a map showing
the railway running from Nam Quan (near the Chinese
border) to Ca=Mau (a peninsula on the southern tip of
Viet-Nam). The stamps were designed by Le-Pha,
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These two stamps were issued on August 19, 1958 for the
Handicrafts Exhibition. They depict a woman potter and

were designed by Nguyen Van Khanh.

7 Cvetr

VIET-NAM pAn cHl fzéﬁc HCA

These brown and green imperforate color proofs have notches
on the right sides. They are mounted on thin cardboard.
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This cover dated February 15, 1958 was sold as a first'day cover,
but it is not genuine since the stamps were not issued until
August 19, 1958.
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On August 19, 1958, a series of two stamps was issued for
the 13th anniversary of the revolution. The stamps show
episodes from the assault of the Freanch governor's palace
by the workers of Hanoi. They were designed by Bui-
Trang-Chuoc and printed by lithography.

On September 2, 1945, a Declaration of Independence was
announced, proclaiming to the world the birth of the first
free and independent state im Southeast Asia - The
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, This event was preceded
by an intense battle on the part of all Vietmamese forces,
under the direction of the Communist Party of Indochina.
The revolution began on August 19th in Hanoi and after ten
days had beemn victorious throughout the country. Since
then, August 19th is comsidered the date of the August
Revolution and is celebrated as a mational holiday in the
DRV, ; ‘
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This proof has manuscript comments - some dated July 23, 1958 -
and an impression of "500" which was used for the other value

in this set of two stamps.
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These three official stamps were issued on August 19, 1958 to
honor military service. '"'NGHIA VU QUAN SU" means military
service.

The design showing a soldier, factory and crops was done by
Le~Pha,
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Green Color Shifted 6mm Downward
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This set was issued on September 23, 1958 to commemorate
the thirteenth anniversary of "resistance" in South
Viet-Nam, On September 23, 1945 the French took control
of Saigon by having a bloodless coup d'etat in which they
reoccupied all public buildings during the early morning
darkness., Resistance to the French began immediately on
that day. The stamp depicts Vo-Thi-Sau, a crowd, and the
Viet Minh flag - the red banner with a yellow star. The
stamps were designed by Nguyen-Van-Khanh,
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SO’ XUAT NHAP KHAU SACH BAO ¢

mmj._.nm.a.mr.._uol et d'Import des livres et périodiques

—

s \a..n.;.\uwi \h\\\v\«\\u.\u\\.x
19, TRAN QUOC TOAN — HANOI — R. D. VIET-NAM

Ad. tel. XUNHASABA - HANOI

, v : 20- m
.,;;. nzmaHmmdmm . mmwdmadmwwondowmwmm

1/~ UAM BO KHANG CHIEN (Resistance of South Vidtnam)

After the victory of August Revolution, on September 23rd,
1945, the French army, supported by the British army, attacked
South Viétnam, There-upon Ghe people of South Viétnam arose

This stamp-commemorates the 13th mﬁbﬁqm%wuw
of the heroic resistance of South Vidtnam.
Date of Tirst issue: September 23rd, 1958.

2| Recess-—printed in 2 values, 150 d6ng, yellow
7 ochre, 50 dbng green emerald. .
The design, by artist Nguyén vén Khanh, shows
coconut trees, which represent Scuth Viétnam,
a yellew starred red flag being carried
aleft by the people going bo fight. In a eircular inset

is the portrait cf VO THI SAU, a 17 year old girl killed by
the French coelonialists on Poulo:n Condor,/representing the T
brave spirit of the people of South Viétnam. Dimension 2638

Rete 1 Was: b e THen Rebs 5P 100
. - Mint . - : 5,70 US &

/Island
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One of the most obscure designs North Viet-Nam has produced
was issued on October 2, 1958, This single stamp portrays
Tran Hung Dao (1253-1300), a 13th century matiomal hero.

He probably fought against the Mongols when they imvaded
Viet=-Nam in 1285. A street in Saigon is named after him.

No official explanation was given why this issue was necessary
to commemorate the six hundred and fifty-eighth anniversary

of his death., The stamp was designed by Ng V Khanh., The
above two stamps show different shades.
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This stamp depicting the Hanoi Mechanical Engineering
Plant was issued on November 7, 1958, The stamp was
designed by Bui-Trang-Chuoc.

This set was issued on November 7, 1958 to publicize
mutual aid teams. The design showing women harvesting
rice was done by Le-Fha.
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Proofs on Thick Cardboard
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Although this was sold as a first day cover, both the datestamp
and the red handstamp appear to be fake. All catalogs list the
date of issue as November 7, 1958 - not 1957.
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Fake First Day Cover
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The actual date of issue of this stamp was one year later - November 7, 1958.




SO’ XUAT NHAP KHAU SACH BAO ¢

Service d'Export et d’'Import des livres et périodiques
h.r\ﬁ\n lecr nl\\\\\\ lotee
19, TRAN QUOC TOAN — HANOIl — R. D. VIET-NAM

Ad. tel. XUNHASABA - HANOI .

: XNo 7
¢ 3 ) November 1958
. : - NEW ISSUES E

"No 167 - HANOT _ﬁaﬁﬁa? ENGINEERING PLANT

mwﬁmwm value Auo& or US £ 0,051 - Vandyke brown. Size
2645 x 353, WQHmondvou 1 1/2. Date of
isste : 7/11/1958 .= Designed by
Bui Trang Chuoc. .

The mﬁwsw shows the paronama of the factory
dsww¢ with the agsistance 6f the SSSR

No 168 = Amm . MUTUAL AID bQWﬂOqﬂadmbb TEAM o=

fa

Two values:=1504 (No Ammv or US £ 0.051
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These two stamps were issued on December 1, 1958, They
depict the Temple of Jade in Hanoi, They were designed
by Nguyen-Van-Khanh and were the first stamps of North
Viet-Nam to be printed by the photogravure method,
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These postage due stamps were issued on December 1, 1958.
They were designed by Bui=Trang-=Chuoc.




VIET-NAM

TiAa dbaip Wad Tasisd 1a Decenbar of 1S58 b6 pubTieize
Furniture Co-operatives, The design showing furniture
makers was done by Nguyen-Van-Khanh. The method of
printing was photogravure.
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VIET-NAM ™ 2 VIET-NAM
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VIET-NAM ()

DAN CHU CONG-HOA gz

These official ("SU VU") stamps were issued in December of
1958, They depict the olympic emblem and a footballer in
Hanoi Stadium and were designed by Nguyen-Van-Khanh.

VIET-NAM
DAN CHU CONG HOA
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VIET NAMDANCHEICONGHOA

Ha Long Bay is illustrated on two stamps issued im February
of 1959, They were designed by Le-Pha and printed by the
photogravure process at the State Printing Works in Budapest,
Hungary. The design features the unusual cliffs on the
islands and two Jjumks in the foreground.

Vinh Ha Long is located south of the Quang Yen province and
northeast of Haiphong. It is sometimes called A Long Bay
although it is not usually mentiored on most maps. The bay
itself is known for its oddly-shaped, greenish-grey limestone
cliffs.
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Interesting Marginal Inscriptions
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I MO THAN CAM PHA
it

This stamp depicting the Cam Pha coal mines was issued

in February of 1959, Coal mining in the Tonkin region
has been the only stable mining industry in Viet-Nam.
This is the last stamp issued in the "old" dong currency.
Stamps issued after this one have their value expressed
in xu, This stamp was designed by Bui-Trang-Chuoc and

was recess printed,
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Unissued Artist’s Essay

The “VIET NAM DAN CHU CONG HOA” is the inscription used on North Vietnamese stamps and
12 is the typical denomination used for North Viethamese stamps beginning with the new
currency on March 1, 1959. The inscription “BUU CHIN” indicates postal use so it can’t be a
‘label or fiscal item.

It appears the “12” was drawn after the basic essay was drawn. The perforations are drawn or
photographed - there are no holes.

The design includes the usual socialist symbols of grain and a gear and an unusual AK-47
symbol.

The back of this item bears an “R” expertising mark.
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TRUNG TRAC TRUNGNHI
NG, X VAN

Vertical Laid

These stamps were issued on March 14, 1959, which was Trung
Sisters Day. These are the first stamps with the value
expressed in xu instead of dong. These are also the first of
about nine Vietnamese sets to be printed on both horizontal
laid paper and vertical laid paper.

These stamps were designed by Nguyen-Van-Khanh. They depict
the Trung Sisters mounted on elephants leading 80,000 of
their Vietnamese countrymen against the Chinese Governor in a
revolt in A.D. 39.



VIET-NAM

WG VAN KHANH

Green Perforated Color Trial with Issued Stamp for Comparison
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VIET-NAM 1 2x il S

THE G101 %"
VIET-NAM X UM
i DANCHD CORGHOA
M BUU-CHINH

This stamp was issued on April 15, 1959 to commemorate
the tenth anniversary of the World Peace Movement., It
was designed by Le Pha,

2P 0000000800000

VIET-HAM
DBAN CHUCONGHOA
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This set was issued on May 1, 1959 to publicize the Bac-~
Hung=-Hai Irrigation Project. The design showing the Xuan-
Quan Dam was done by Bui=-Trang-Chuoc,

KY MiGny NEAY 1.5, 1950
HOANTHANK CONE XUAN RUAN

U tplh-p7 — 7
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VIET NAM J VIET-NAM
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These stamps were issued ia—Mayﬁef'1959 to publicize the
"Phu-Loi Massacre" tha@pccu;éd on December 1, 1958, During
1958, the Vietminh began an active program of violence
against the Diem government in South Viet-Nam., Diem
countered with a more violent campaign against the Vietminh.
In December 1958, the death of some 20 Vietcong detainees
in the Phu Loi concentration camp served to fan the flames
of anger of the guerrillas - and gave Hanoi an opportunity
for propaganda = and to bring them to the point where they
decided to answer force by force. The stamps depict
victims in the Phu Loi concentration camp and were designed
by Bui-Trang-=Chuoc.
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Unadopted Artist’s Essay Watercolor Drawings
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These 18 essays appear to have been prepared for stamps to be issued on Ho Chi
Minh's 69 birthday which occurred on May 19, 1959 - the date on the 18" stamp.
No stamps were issued on this date, but stamps with very different designs were

issued a year later for his 70" birthday.
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These stamps were issued in June of 1959 to publicize the
Me-Tri radio station., The design depicting a radio mast
was done by Bui-Trang-Chuoc.
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VIET NAM DAN CHU CONG HOA

This stamp was issued on July 20, 1959 for "Viet-Nam Day".
This date is the fifth anniversary of Viet-Nam being
divided into North and South Viet-Nam by the Geneva
Declaration of July 21, 1954. (Both North and South
Viet-Nam "celebrate' this anniversary on July 20th.) The
stamp depicts the Hien-Luong Bridge and a white dove of
peace carrying a letter. It was designed by Bui=-Trang-
Chuoc.
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First Day Cover from HAI-PHONG
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' VIETNAM DAN CHU CONG HOA

Swimming

VIET NAM DAN CHI CONG HOA

Wrestling

This set depicting various sports was issued on September
2, 1959, The stamps were designed by Le Pha (1 xu), Bui-
Trang-Chitoc (6 xu), and Nguyen-Van-Khanh (12 xu).
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VIET-NAM BVN-CHU CONG-HOA

This stamp was issued on October 1, 1959 to commemorate
the tenth anmniversary of the Chinese People's

Republic, North Viet-Nam's most important ally. The
ghigggg Communists captured Peking in January of 1949,
éﬂdmfﬁéy controlled all of China by the end of the year.
The "People's Republic of China" was proclaimed in
Peking on September 21, 1949, The stamp was designed
by T. Quoc Thu and N, The Vinh,
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< VIET:NAM DA GHU GOMG HC

Bananas Pineapple

This set éepicf}gg Vietnamese fruits was issued on
November 20, 18%3, The stampe were designed by Bui-
Trang-Chuoc (3 xu), Nguyen-Van-Khanh (12 xu) and Le
Pha (30 xu).
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VIET-NAM

The DRVN's first airmail stamp was issued on November 20,
1959, It was designed by Bui-Trang=-Chuoc and depicts a
Convair airliner.
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This stamp was issued on December 22, 1959 to commemorate
the 15th anniversary of the North Vietnamese People's
Army., After the Communist Viet Minh lost the support of
China in 1944, they turmed to the consolidation of
fragmented gurrilla units inside Viet-Nam., The Viet Minh
entrusted the tasks of military and organizational
preparation for the anticipated Japanese collapse to

Vo Nguyen Giap. Itiuwas only 2% months before the
Japanese coup de force that Vo Nguyen Giap launched the
first platoon of the '"People's Liberation Troops',

Formed on December 22, 1944, in a Tho settlement in Cao
Bang province, on the border of China, this "army"
consisted of 34 men equipped with 2 revolvers, 17 rifles,
14 flintlock rifles and 1 light machine gun.

The stamp was designed by Nguyen Van Khanh.
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