VIET-NAM

Central Annam Interzone 5

The Central Annam local issue depicting Ho Chi Minh that was first issued in 1950
was surcharged with new values in March of 1952. The 1950 issue consisted of 3
different denominations. A different die was produced for each denomination which

is important to determine if a stamp is genuine.
[

The above used genuine stamp was acquired from Lucian Lu in 2007.

It bears his

expertising handstamp on the back. The postmark is genuine, but it is unclear which
town it is. The original owner was Mr. Tran Nguyen, a former postmaster of North
Viet-Nam. After 1975, he was retired and brought his collection to Saigon and sold
his it to a Chinese collector. The Chinese collector immigrated to California in 1987
and sold the collection to Lucian in 2005. This collection included many rare genuine

items such as a margin block of 8 of Michel No 7.

Many forgeries such as those shown below exist for all of the Central Annam stamps.
The forgeries were produced in Hanoi by Mr. Chuong (who died in 1997) and his son-

in-law known as “Mr. Smith”.
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American Philatelic Society

Expert Committee Report

: Members of the American Philatelic Expertizing Service have
examined the item submitted and it is their opinion that it is:

PP R — S

Viet Nam (Central), Michel No. 7, unused, ungummed,

genuine.
APEX 149388
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The American Philatelic Expertizing Service
P.O. Box 8000, State College, PA 16803 USA
Phone: 814-237-3803 « Fax: 814-237-6128

Website: www.stamps.org
A Service of the APS Since 1903
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Central Annam Interzone 5

The so called “Family Left Behind” stamps were issued in 1953 (per Michel) although
fake first day covers exist with postmarks as early as 1950.. Six stamps were issued in
four denominations. There were two  different colors for the 0.300 K THOC
denomination and two different colors (grey-green and violet-blue) for the 0.600 K
THOC denomination. The denominations of the stamps are expressed in “K THOC”
which means “Kilos of Rice”. The plates were made by hand and each cliché differs
slightly.

The above stamp appears to be the grey green stamp. It was acquiréd from Frank
Duering in 2009. Frank obtained it as part of the Theo Klewitz collection he bought in
2008 from Theo’s family following his death.

Many forgeries such as those shown below exist for all the Central Annam stamps. All
three of the below forgeries are different. One of them does not even have the “K” in
the denomination.
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The First North Viet-Nam Stamp

The 1941 Indo China 25c blue rice planter (Scott 165A) was overprmted in red in 1946
by Ho Chi Minh’s government. That is about all that the six catalogs | consulted agree
upon for this stamp. According to the Stanley Gibbons and Michel catalogs, this was
North Viet-Nam’s first stamp. However, the Nu-Line Catalog lists it as North Viet-Nam's
sixth stamp. Two catalogs, Scott and the Vietnam Postage Stamp Catalogue (published
by Vietnam Stamp Company in 1997) list it as a Viet-Minh Issue. The Yvert et Tellier
catalog avoids this issue by combining the Viet-Minh and North Viet-Nam issues into a
single North Viet-Nam category making this stamp #59. The overprint “VIET-NAM DAN-
CHU CONG-HOA” means Democratic Republic of Vlet Nam Th|s wordlng was used on
both Viet-Minh and North Vietnamese stamps. :

Three of the catalogs I|st two separate varieties for this stamp. The difference is the
length of the top line of the overprint. The distance from the top of the large “V" to the
top of the large “N” is 18mm on exactly half of the stamps and 20mm on the other half.

The illustrations of the overprint in both Michel (1998) and Yvert (1989) are wrong.
They are both missing the large “V” and “N” in the top line (Who copied whom?). Such a
variety has been reported, but it is a rare error and not a constant variety.

The Indo-China rice planter stamps were printed in sheets of 100. There were two
different formats - 4 panes of 25 stamps or 2 panes of 50 stamps. Some (all?) of the
rice- planter stamps exist in both formats for the same denomination. All of the
overprints for this stamp that I'm aware of came from sheets consisting of 2 panes of 50
stamps.

An article by Theo Klewitz was published in ICP #75 that showed the distribution of the
types of overprints on a pane of 50. This is the same as Pane #1. This article raised
questions in ICP #84 and ICP #135 from collectors who had multiples of this stamp that
were not consistent with Pane #1. Both of these collectors’ stamps are consistent with
Pane #2 which | acquired in 2002 (Michael Rogers Auction #87). The sheets contained
two 50 stamp panes and the settings of the overprints were different for each pane.

Each pane has 25 stamps with the 18mm overprint (labeled “18") and 25 stamps with
the 20 mm overprint (labeled “20”). Each type should therefore be of the same value.
Each pane also has one stamp that has a constant plate flaw variety with the “Missing C”
of CONG-HOA (labeled 18c). This variety is always in position 24 on Pane #1 and
position 42 on Pane #2. It is not listed by any catalog.

This stamp is very rare in used condition.” The only known example on cover was
documented in 1973 by SICP Executive Director Joe Cartafalsa in the Journal of the
France & Colonies Philatelic Society (Volume 23, Number 1). This cover had a pair of
stamps and was postmarked in Son Duong on August 22, 1950. This appears to be the
same cover mentioned by Jacques Desrousseaux on page 19 of ICP #14.

18mm Overprint - - 20mm Overprint
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In this pane, the 20mm overprint appears on all of the stamps

in the third and fifth vertical columns and in positions 1,
11, 16, 21 and 31 of the first column.

The "C" from "CONG HOA" is missing on the stamp in position 42.
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Varieties

Double 20mm Overprint
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VIET-NAM

Brown Types I & II Light Brown Types I & II
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This is the first original design produced by the Viet-Minh.
These stamps were issued in 1948 and show a full face view of
Ho Chi Minh. Nguyen Sang was the designer. The stamps were
printed by typography from woodblocks engraved by Manh Quynh.
They were printed at the Ministry of Finance which must have
been located with the rebel government in the northern Tonkin
area. The paper is the very thin and porous native "gio"
paper.

Each value exists in two different shades - brown and red for
the early printings and light brown and vermillion for the
later printings. The early printings are more rare.

bt
There are two different types for each value. For thesl=dons
valuej Type I has the "0" of "DONG" above the center of the
"N" of "CHINH". Type II has the "0" above the left vertical
stroke of the "N". For the 5 dong value), Type I has a thin
"5", while Type IT has a thicker "5"./The 2 dong value
exists imperforate. A perforation variety for the 5 dong
is shown above. \/
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Additional Varieties

Type II Type I

The upper left stamp has a significant printer's paper accordian
fold causing noticeable design separation.

Double Vertical Perforations in Second and Third Rows
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These multiples include both Type I aind Type II stamps se-tenant

in the light brown and vermillion colors indicative of the later
printings.
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Additional Varieties

Type II1 Type 1
2nd Stamp is Wider

Red Vermilion
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Major Rarities

Two Authentic Covers -
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Forgeries
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Forgeries

The colors, especially on the 2 dong stamp, dé ﬁof mafch.
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It appears these stamps were first issued in 1951 or 1952 with
additional printings made as late as 1955. The usual, more

common variety of each stamp is on the left - the ones on the
right are rather rare. Gibbons claims the stamps on the right

were issued in 1955.

The stamps depict Ho Chi Minh and a map of Viet-Nam. They
were designed by Bui Trang Chuoc.
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Varieties

Imperf Pair with Left Side Perfed

Dark Green with Map Border
on Right Stamp Missing

Top Stamp Perfed

Imperf Horizontal
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Perforation Varieties
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Although both of these stamps comtaim the date 1952
in the lower right cermer, Gibboms claims that the
100 dong value was issued in Jume of 1953 and the 500
deng value in February of 1955./ The design showing a
blacksmith was done by Le-Pha., / Printing was by
lithography. Wortn Uiet—toan
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VIET-NAM

Although the date 1952 appears on each of these official
stamps, Gibbone has July of 1953 as the date of issue,
The stamps show a rice-harvester which symbelizes the
Preduction and Economy Campaign. The value of the stamps
is expressed im kilogrammes of rice, the basis of the
State's ecomomy. DBui-Trang-Chuoc designed the stamps,
and they were printed by lithoegraphy on thin, ungummed
paper.

Overprinted "HUY BO" which means "invalid"
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- Varieties

Yvert is the only catalogué to list the above 0 k. 200 value. They do not assign a value to it.

The prior owner, Bill Brooks, claimed that less than 100 were produced. He said the yellow
color made the stamp unreadable and that it never actually went into commercial production.
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- Fake First Day Covers - -

1-4-4656

NGAY-MUNG #O CHUTIGH
VAGHINH FU VETHU-BO
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These stamps were issued to commemorate the friendship
between Viet-Nam, Russia and China. The 100 dong red
stamp issued in early 1954. Gibbons says it was issued
on January 18, 1954 while Michel says February, 1954.
Both catalogs agree that the 50 dong stamp was issued in
October of 1954 and that the red and yellow 100 dong
stamp was issued in April of 1955.

The stamps depict Malenkov (Premier of Russia from 1953
to 1955), Ho Chi Minh and Mao Tse-Tung, with the flags
of their countries in the background, The picture of Ho
Chi Minh and the order of the words below the pictures
on the first stamp differ from the other two stamps.

All three stamps were designed by Tran Dinh Tho.

Michel lists a red ochre variety of the first 100 dong
stamp. This variety was issued in 1955. Shade
varieties of the other two stamps also exist.




VIET-NAM

Varieties
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The "IN HONG" (printing damage) handstamp was applied to these
stamps because of a pre-printing paper fold.

? €Normal
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Jack Dykhouse
rom: "Jack Dykhouse" <vpjack@tx.rr.com> ‘
o - <PBCorson@aol.com> : \
ent: Monday, October 20, 2008 12:40 PM

ubject: Re: NVN block of 6: P.S.
hanks, 'ir"ete._ That makes a lot of sense. Jack [ —

----- Original Message -
From: PBCorson@aol.com :
To: vpjack@tx.rr.com . : o o .
Sent: Monday, October 20, 2008 12:23 PM ' (7
Subject: Re: NVN block of 6: P.S. o e o 1 L v e T
Jack, ' + Get ARl e T

"Not an offset from red ink on another sheet but rather a run through the red press that had virtually no ink
at the time. | don't understand the phantom red traces, but they appear to be in the correct position - there
just isn't any significant ink from that run. What we see is different from never having gone near the red ink,
so my guess is that the sheet went through the press for the red run but the press was bone dry at the time.

Pete

Peter B. Corson, PhD, P.E.
1109 Gunnison Place
Raleigh, NC 27609

PBCorSOn@aoLcom
919-787-7611

My mechanic told me, "l couldn't repair your brakes,
so | made your horn louder.”

In a message dated 10/20/2008 11:34:55 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time, vpjack@tx.rr.com writes:

Hi Pete,

What do you mean by "dry ink impression"? [f it was a wet ink impression (wet ink set-off) it would
be a mirror image.

Best regards,
Jack

To: vpjack@tx.rr.com
Sent: Monday, October 13, 2008 12:59 PM

Subject: Re: NVN block of 6: P.S.

| forgot that one doesn't have any brown on it. Maybe it is a dry ink impression, since we can see
the very faint traces of red. He obviously thinks very higly of the stamp. We know that his reserve
was above $125. How much higher was it? Did he run it with an incredible reserve just to test the

waters?

Peter B. Corson, PhD, P.E.
1109 Gunnison Place
Raleigh, NC 27609

10/20/2008
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This cover was postmarked on July 22, 1954. It was advertised
as a first day cover by Nguyen Thi An / Tran Sami in 1992,
although this date does not agree with any of the dates given
for any of the three stamps by the catalogs.

The BUU DIEN, L. K. VIET-BAC datestamp is uncommon - it may
have been used in Cenrtal Annam. Buu Dien means postal service.
L. K. probably stands for Lien Khu which means administrative
district.
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This probably is not a first day cover, although Michel lists
a brown rose shade of this stamp (Michel #9b) that was issued
sometime in 1955. The above stamp seems to be the rose red
shade issued in early 1954.

The handstamp refers to the liberation of Hanoi and has no
direct relationship to the stamp.
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These two first day covers (?) with different colored stamps
were postmarked 6 days before the October 18th date stated by
Gibbons.
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BUUBIEN BUUBIEN
VIET NAM VIET NAM

ENTHANG BIEN

Red and Orange Yellow

_ - BUUBIEN
BUUBIEN : VIET NAM
VIET NAM .

HJNU

L 11N THANG BIEN BIEN 75//,54 [CHIEN THANG BIEN BIEN /7% /0 /,f
(CHIEN THANG BIEN BIEN g

Red and Lemon Yellow

The Michel catalog specifically lists the two colors of the

50 dong wvalues. The Gibbons catalog merely states that
different shades exist. The lemon yellow variety is more
scarce.
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Imperforate Block of 9
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| BUUBIEN
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BUUB[EN P o BUUBIEN
VIET NAM _ VIETNAM 8
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The different blue shades of the 150 dong value are not listed
in the major catalogs.

The imperforate stamps were issued in October of 1954. The
perforated stamps were issued in 1956.They were issued to
commemorate the victory at Dien-Bien-Phu. This was the decisive
battle in the war against the French. It fell on May 7, 1954,
following one of the most heroic stands in the annals of modern
warfare.

The stamps were designed by Bui Trang Chuoc. They depict a
soldier of the National Army of Viet-Nam standing at his post at
the demolished French shelter at Dien-Bien-Phu. In the
background is seen a field tent with the DRVN flag unfurling
above it. In this spot, General De Castries, Head Commandant

of the French Expeditionary Corps, and his staff were taken
prisoner.

These stamps were lithographed. Both the perforate and imperf
stamps have dotted lines between the stamps.
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Minor Unlisted Varieties
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The “IN DONG” (printing damage) handstamps were apphed to  the above stamps because of
perforation shifts. ,
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| BUUBIEN
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VIET NAM
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Color Shifted
No Flag on Tent

The two varieties of the 150 Dong stamp are listed by Gibbons. -
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Minor Unlisted Varieties
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Minor Unlisted Varieties

BUUBIEN cascommassees:
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Portion of Soldier's Head Missing
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Imperforate In Between
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This block was purchased on ebay in October of 2008 from Le Khanh Minh in Viet-
Nam. He described it as "error - missing perforation”

However, expert philatelist Peter Corson wrote that it was a fake. He thought it was
cut from an imperf sheet (there seem to be plenty of them) and then perfed with a
sewing machine. The back of the block shows the holes weren't made by a
perforation machine, with actual paper dots punched out. On this block the sewing
machine needle has gone through the paper without taking any paper away.
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BUUBIEN
VIET NAM

Imperforate

BUUBIEN

A BUUBIEN
VIET NAM

VIET NAM

Perf 6 Perf 11%

This is an official stamp for use by government agencies. The
design is the same as the three regular postage stamps, and
this stamp had the same issue dates. The only difference is
that, like the 1953 official stamps, the denomination is
stated in kilograms of rice.

The imperforate stamp was issued in October of 1954, and the
11% perforation stamp was issued in 1956. The 6 perforation
stamp was an experimental perforation made at Nam Dinh and
issued in December of 1954.
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"1951" instead of '"1954"

Although both the Gibbons and Michel catalogs list this
variety for the 150 dong stamp, they do not list it for
this stamp.
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Varieties

Front side Back side

This stamp is missing the ocher color due to a preprinting paper fold. A portion of
the design appears on the reverse (see photo). The stamp was handstamped "IN
HONG" which means damaged.
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This cover dated August 19, 1955 was sold as a first day cover.
However both Michel and Gibbons list the issue date of the
perforated stamps as '"1956".

The red cachet bears the date of May 7, 1954. This date is
not related to the date of issue of the stamps. It is the date
of victory at Dien-Bien-Phu which these stamps commemorate.

§ cov 1719, 0Y A ib~ig, VA0 DY 20,
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First Day Cover (?) Dated October 13, 1954
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Both Michel and Gibbons simply list the imperforate stamps as being issued in
October of 1954. The handstamp refers to the liberation of Hanoi and has no direct

relationship to the stamps.
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With a date of October 28, 1954, this might be a first day
cover. Both Michel and Gibbons simply list the imperforate
stamps as being issued in October of 1954.

The handstamp refers to the liberation of Hanoi and has no
direct relationship to the stamps.
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10dNH red overprint on green 100d stamp (Gibbons N19, Michel 16)
This stamp is also known with the overprint on the lower left
instead of the upper right. It exists both perforate and imperf.

10dNH

20dNH black overprint on red 200d stamp (Gibbons N21, Michel 17)

During October of 1954 a variety of overprints were applied to

the 1951 (and later) Ho Chi Minh issue. The 10dNH and 20dNH
overprints were applied to the above three stamps. The illustration
is enlarged to 2807 of actual.

The overprint "dNH" means Dong Ngan Hang which means Dong of the
National Bank. It was a clear demarcation against the former Bank
of Indochina with the exchange of the money at this period.
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HA-NOI - January 24, 1955

AN

72194

Although this was probably a favor cancellation, it is likely the stamps are genuine.
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The 10dNH red surcharge is missing from the upper right corner on the fourth stamp
of this block.
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This variety has a brown 10dNH overprint instead of the
normal red overprint.

This variety has a blue 10dNH overprint instead of the normal
red overprint. The stamp was printed on brownish paper.
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With a date of October 11, 1954, the auction house (Alevizos)
claimed this appears to be a first day cover. The handstamp
refers to the liberation of Hanoi and has no direct
relationship to the stamps.
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Type I Type II
10d red overprint on green 100d stamp (Gibbons N22, Michel 19c)

Type I Double Overprint Tye= T

10d black overprint on green 100d stamp (Gibbons N23, Michel 19b)

Type I
10d blue overprint on green 100d stamp (Gibbons N24, Michel 19a)

The above stamps have the 1951 green 100 dong stamp overprinted
with a "10d" overprint in the lower right corner. They were

issued in October of 1954.

Type T (shown above enlarged to 2807 of actual) has a serif on
the "10" while Type I does not.
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For both blocks, it appears the upper left stamp has a Type I
overprint, while the other three stamps have a Type IT
overprint.
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Blue Surcharge Misplaced at Upper Right instead of at Bottom Right
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10d black overprint on brown 100d stamp (Gibbons N26, Michel 18b)

10d blue overprint

Overprint
Inverted
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20d black surcharge on red 200d stamp (Gibbons N28, Michel 21Aa, 21B)

The above item was sold as an imperforate pair (Michel 21B),
however, it mgy simply | . a perforation error.

These stamps
of a variety
stamps.

Michel 1lists
numeral '"'20"

are part of the October, 1954 issue which consisted
of 10d and 20d surcharges on the Ho Chi Minh

two types of surcharges. The typestyle of the
is Gothic on Type I and Roman on Type II.
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Type I Pair
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This is not a first day cover.
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20d blue surcharge on carmine 200d stamp (Michel 21B)
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Michel describes 21B as a Type II (Roman typestyle) 20d surcharge
on the 200d carmine imperforate stamp (6bB). However, it

appears that this overprint was applied to the 200d carmine
perforate stamp (6bA) since Michel does not even list 6bB, and,
while many examples such as the above stamp have been seen,

the stamp described by Michel has met been seen.
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10d blue surcharge error on red 200d stamp (Gibbons N29a, Michel 20)

This stamp was sold in the March, 1986 Alevizos auction as Gibbons
N29b, but it appears to be Gibbons N29a.

20d additional blue surcharge on above stamp (Gibbons N29b, Michel 22)

This stamp was sold by Nguyen Thi An in 1990 as Gibbons N29, but it
appears to be Gibbons N29b.
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Unlisted Variety with Red Overprint
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The stamps on this 1981 cover appear to be Michel 19b Type I
and Michel 18b,.
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These covers were postmarked on July 20, 1979. Although
these stamps were no longer valid for postage, a postman
was bribed to accept them.
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These stamps were issued on January 1, 1955 to commemorate
the proclamation of Hanoi as the capital of North Viet=-
Nam on October 10, 1954, The design shows a Vietnamese
soldier smiling at two young children in the foreground,
set against a scene from Hanoi which depicts the Tower

of the Tortoise in the middle of the little Lake of

Hanoi. (Gibbons calls the bmilding the "Pagoda of the
Lost Sword" in Hanoi). A dove flies overhead symbolising
peace.,
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"Clouds in the Water'" Variety

This variety is mentioned in the Michel catalog.
once on each sheet for each wvalue.
was used for each wvalue.

It occured
The same printing plate
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The "HONG" (damaged) handstamp was probably applied to these
stamps because of a color shift on the left stamp and the green
color being too light on the right stamp.

P
oSy 110,58

The red "HONG" handstamp was applied to these stamps because
of the extra row of perforations.
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Perforation Varieties
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Wet Ink Set-Offs
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This cover dated October 11, 1954 was sold as a first day cover.
However, it may not be genuine. Gibbons lists the date of |
issue as November 4, 1954 and Michel has January 1, 1955. ' |

é
|
i The cachet commemorates the day Hanoi was liberated. Although
[ this handstamp has the day as October 9, 1954, it was changed
| to October 10, 1954 shortly thereafter.
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First Day Cancellations-

1-1-1955
NGAY MUNG HO CHU TICH
VA CHINH FU VE THU-DO
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Large K

Small K

The two stamps depicting Ho Chi Minh that were issued in
1948 were surcharged as official stamps in 1955. The
values on these stamps, and other Vietnamese official
stamps issued in 1952, 1953 and 1954, are expressed in
¥ilograms of rice, the basis of the State's economy.
Being the basic agricultural product of the country and
the staple food crop, rice was used as money during this
period by many Government departments. The rate of
exchange was fixed at 0.6 kilo (of rice) = 80 dong.
"THOC" means kilograms of rice.

Although issued at the General Post Office in Hanoi,
these stamps were only in use in the provinces of Ha Nam,
Hadong and Hoa Binh.

Both types of surcharges are mentioned in the catalogs.
The different types exist se-tenant. The brown stamp
exists with a double surcharge.
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Inverted Surcharge

Triple Surcharge

The stamp on the left has a double surcharge. This variety
is listed by both Michel and Gibbons. The stamp on the left
has a small K and the stamp on the right has a large K.
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North Viet-Nam Official Stamp - 1955

ichel Diensimarken #9 variely

Left Stamp Normal, Right Stamp Double Ovpt
overprints applied by hand - Unlisted Variety

Slanted "THOC" Variety

e
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Fake (probably) Surcharges

Double Overprint

Diagonal Overprints
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Fake Overprints on Genuine Stamps
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1952 - 1954 Postage Due Overprints
Gibbons ND11 - ND14; Michel 1 - 4

Four previously issued stamps were overprinted with TT (for
Timbre Taxe or Thieu Tem) inside a rhomboid. These same four
previously issued stamps were also overprinted in other years
with similar overprints in different colors and with different
sizes and shapes of both the TT letters and the rhombold.

Gibbons states that the Ho Chi Minh stamps
were overprinted in 1952, and that the

Blacksmith stamp was overprinted in 1954.
Michel simply states issue dates of 1952 thru
1954. The picture of the overprint is from

Gibbons Catalog and appears to be hand drawn
1 in the actual size.
Gibbons lists the Blacksmith stamp and the two 100d Ho Chi Minh
stamps as existing with brown to red overprints for these stamps.
Michel only lists brown overprints for them. Both catalogs list
the 200d stamp with both red and black overprints with the red
overprint being more wvaluable.

Michel has a note which appears to be based on the August, 1955
booklet by Theo Klewitz. The booklet states "The stamps were
pasted onto the chargeable sendings, next to the manuscript or
handstamped postage due indication. In most cases, the postage
due stamps were not cancelled with a date stamp." Michel adds
that such covers are very rare.




VIET-NAM

1952 - 1954 Postage Due Overprints
Gibbons ND11 - ND14; Michel 1 = 4
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1954 Local Postage Due Overprints
Gibbons NAD 18 - NAD 19; Michel 5 - 6

In 1954, the green and brown 100d Ho Chi Minh imperforate
stamps were again overprinted. The overprint on these stamps
consists of a single line frame and the TT letters are
smaller than the earlier overprints.

Although both Gibbons and Michel state that these two stamps
were for use only in the town of Ha Tinh in the Number 4
Administrative District, Gibbons includes them with the Central
Annam issues while Michel includes them with the regular
Vietnamese postage due stamps.

These two stamps were not listed in the 1970 Gibboms, but they
were included by 1975.
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There were two postage due stamps issued for use in Central
Annam. According to Gibbons, they were issued in 1954 and
"were in use in No. 4 Administrative District in the town
of Ha Tinh". Ha Tinh is a fairly large town located in
northern Annam, a few miles south of Vinh.

The overprint is similar to the one used by North Viet-Nam
in 1952 except that these have a single lined frame and

smaller letters. The “IT" stands for Timbre Taxe or Thieu
Tem (postage due).

<>
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April, 1955 Postage Due Overprints
Gibbons ND33 - ND36; Michel 7 - 10

- The same four stamps were again overprinted in red in April of
1955. This red overprint consists of a double line frame
which is 21mm long (wide). Lilvet 14 Lo §u

Michel lists a variety of the 100d green stamp with an inverted
overprint. These four stamps were not listed in the 1970
Gibbons catalog, but they were included by 1975.
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April, 1955 Postage Due Overprints
Gibbons ND33 - ND36; Michel 7 - 10
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‘Fake First Day Covers
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April - August, 1955 Postage Due Overprints
Gibbons ND37 - ND39; Michel 11 - 13

The three Ho Chi Minh stamps were again overprinted during
April and August of 1955. According to Gibbons, the overprint
consists of a double line frame which is 19 mm long (wide).
The inner frame line is usually broken.

The color of the overprint ranges from brown red (listed by
Michel as "a" varieties) to red (listed by Michel as "b"
varieties). Both catalogs also list a violet/lilac overprint
on the 200d red Ho Chi Minh stamp.

The overprint normally occurs in the bottom right corner of
the stamp (Michel type I) or across two stamps so that each
stamp has only half an overprint (Michel type II).

These stamps were not listed in the 1970 Gibbons catalog, but
they were included by 1975.

A regular postage due stamp was issued by Viet-Nam in July of
1955.
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April - August, 1955 Postage Due Overprints
Gibbons ND37 - ND39; Michel 11 - 13

These stamps were sold as ND37 and ND38. Although the
overprint is 19mm, the color of the overprint is violet
instead of red or red-brown. e vl b & v ey
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Single Line Diamond Overprints

This overprint does not appear to be listed by Gibbons or Michel.
The below illustration is from a 1991 North Vietnamese catalog
(TEM THU VIET NAM, VNDCCH 1945 - 1975).

Each side of the diamond is about 13mm. It is
19mm wide and about 16mm high. This is much
higher than the rhomboid used for the Ha Tinh
overprints. Unlike the single line Ha Tinh
postage due overprints, there are no periods
after either "T" in this overprint.

It appears all of the below stamps were sold
with the wrong catalog number.

9 VAR. 100 GREEN

T 1955 POSTAGE DUE

~ANNSTAMP OVERPRINT.

0 BELIEVED T0O-EXIST.
et 9]

.

VIETNAM-NORTH MI{#f9 VAR. 100 VIOLE'iLW/
VIOLET -1955 POSTAGE DUE PROVISION
HANDSTAMP OVERPRINT. UNLISTED.

S ot O AN GN

VIETNAM-NORTH MI#11 VAR. 100 BROWN IM-
PERF SINGLE W/ VIOLET 1955 POSTAGE DUE
PROVISIONAL HANDSTAMP OVERPRINT. UN-
LISTED. ONLY 100 BELEIVED TO EXIST.
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This stamp was sold by Tran Sami (6/92) as ND39, but ND39 is
not listed with a black overprint. It is very unlikely that
one of these postage due stamps would be cancelled with a
HA-NOTI datestamp since these postage due stamps were not
cancelled after they were pasted on an envelope.

Only the perforated variety of this stamp is listed as being
overprinted for postage due use. It was sold by Tran Sami as
an unlisted variety-in June of 1992.

The 100d Blacksmith stamp is not listed with a black overprint.
The stamp on the left was purchased from an unknown source
prior to 1992 ND35. The two TT letters are not level on the
stamp on the right. This stamp was purchased from Tran Sami

as an unlisted variety in Jumne of 1992.
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Unlisted Postage Due Stamps

During the 1952 - 1955 period, various TT overprinte were
applied to four Vietnamese stamps issued in 1951 and 1952.
No catalog mentions any TT overprints being applied to the

below stamps which were not among the four stamps that are
listed. These may not be genuine.
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Unlisted Postage Due Stamps
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Forgeries

The four basic stamps on the above cover are crude forgeries.

The paper is different than the original stamps. The above

"stamps" have two thick white horizontal lines on each side
of "BUU DIEN" - the real stamps have one thin line and one
thick line.

Since the basic stamps are forgeries, the red overprlnts are
also probably forgeries.

-, |
5 6 & |



@B

Prlce 7.\

Do B IIRIDMIN Y/ 54 BARE
C177- Dectic 25 YNUSTED I MICHEL 200 l40

RARE . 8?5@5&@ X 2.CAT= 200N % 210-a8
" PORTOMARYEN) (uuuerD INMICHEL ) rARE MEM price

s

& Hom No. 6K-1028K



VIET-NAM

THIEU cYdc 3502

This postage due stamp depicting a letter scale was issued in July of 1955. It was printed in
panes of 50 by the Viet-Nam National Bank Printing Works.
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Wet Ink Set-Offs
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The DRVN issued five regular postage stamps two officials
(inscribed "SU VU") to publicize land reform. The 100 dong
value was issued in December of 1955, the 20 and 50 dong values
in February of 1956, and the two low values in June of 1956,

The two officials were issued sometime during this period. This
land reform program was begun in 1956 and proved to be a total
disaster., On the advice of Chinese experts, the Vietnamese
Party incited the poor peasants to arrest, try, and sentence the
"landlords'. The result was an anarchic campaign of terror in
which some 50,000 people of all economic stations were killed.
After a rebellion in his own native Nghe An province, Ho Chi
Minh stepped in to halt the campaign, demoting or firing the

officials involved and declaring the program an "error" that
required rectification. The stamps depict a distribution of
title deeds, and they were designed by Bui-Trang-Chuoc. The=two
of ficial—stamps—exist—oh~bobth—thin greyand-on—white—-paper.
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Thick Paper

These two official stamps are of the same design as the land
reform issue except for the "SU VU" inscription above the
denomination.

Both Gibbons and Michel list varieties of both thin and thick
paper. Gibbons says that the thin paper is greyish and the
thick paper is white. Michel says that the 40 dong value's
blue color is darker on the thick paper variety. Both
catalogs assign the same value to each paper variety.

The 4@=domg thin paper variety‘wésﬁissued in December of 1955.
The other: thwee were issued in 1956.
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Imperforate Printer's Proofs
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Fake Proofs
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Maximum Card with Fantasy Lien Khu Handstamp

The above 50 dong stamp was not issued until February of 1956.
values of this set were issued in December of 1955, but not this one.

Some other

iy
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These stamps were, according to Gibbons, issued on March
1, 1956 to commemorate the day on which the government
resumed operations from the capital after the war. The
design, done by Bui-Trang-Chuoc, depicts various people's
organisations parading with banners and flags before the
presidential tribune in the Ba Dinh park in Hanoi on
January 1, 1955,
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Imperforate Printer's Proofs

VIET NAM DAN CHU CONG HOA el NAM ?},N hc\tmrléugﬁmﬁ‘[m%‘q
o —

MUNG ZHINH PHU VETHI BO

J Cl (_\\\L_; HO \\

VIET \\\r\ D\\Cll




VIET NAM

VIET NAM DAN CHU CONG HOA
. MUNG THINH PRU IUHI}PO
—

VIET NAM DAN CHU CONG HOA
N MUNG CHINH PHU VETHD-D0

VIET \.»\“l)\\ LIH' T CONG HOA

@3‘* |
AN

A, BUU DIEN]




VIET-NAM




VIET-NAM

BOUDIEN ,;,(_c‘ﬁuvtg.xgug‘sggugﬁg TS TS CHUYEN XE LIATPAUTIEN
Rt2 g i s 2o 3§ S
300 -MUC : AN IUC HAM QUAN

BSNG

These stamps were issued on March 1, 1956 (according to
Gibbons), to commemorate the departure of the first
train to leave Hanoi for Muc Nam Quan after the end of
hostilities, About 100 miles of this line from Hanoi
to the Viet-Nam - China border was destroyed in the
fighting, but it was reconstructed in six months after
peace had been declared and the re-opening took place on
March 2, 1955, The stamps were designed by Bui -Trang-
Chuoc., The design shows an enthusiastic crowd waving
banners and cheering at the departure of a train, whose
locomotive is decorated with portraits and flags.
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10d black surcharge on 100d green stamp (Gibbons N46, Michel 40a)

10d black surcharge on 100d brown stamp (Gibbons N48, Michel 39)
Michel lists both brown and lilac brown varieties of the 100d
stamp.

AL W)
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Overprint on the right corner (Michel Type II)

Inverted Surcharge
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Examples of the poor centering for which this issue is
notorious are shown above.

20d black surcharge on 200d red stamp (Gibbons N49, Michel 41)
Michel lists both brick red (4la) and carmine (41b) varieties
of the 200d stamp.

The Ho Chi Minh stamps of 1951 and 1955 were surcharged in May
of 1956. The surcharge normally appears in the bottom left

corner, but it also exists in the bottom right corner for both
the 10d and 20d values.
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The overprint on the right is listed by Michel as Type II,
however only the black overprint is listed. The red overprint
is not mentioned.

Type I and Type II with black overprints

This unlisted variety has the 20d surcharge in a frame on top of
the 10d surcharge on the green 100d stamp.
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Unlisted Varieties

20d Surcharge on 100d Stamps
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lilac rose / dark lilac
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rose / dark lilac

rose orange / brown red
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VIET NAM

light rose

orange / light brown red
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These seven official stamps were issued to honor Cu Chinh Lan
(1930 - 1952). He was known as the "tank destroyer".

The inscription "SU VU" identifies these as official stamps.
The first four values were issued in June of 1956 and the last
three in July of 1957. They were designed by Bui Trang Chuoc
and were lithographed.

Michel lists four color varieties of the 80 dong value with

the last two varieties issued in April and May ,respectively,

of 1957. Gibbons only lists the primary "maroon and rose"
variety issued in June of 1956 and a "brown-red and rose-orange"
variety issued in April of 1957. Neither catalog mentions the
20 dong and 100 dong varieties.

Offset on Reverse

VIET NAM
DA CHUCONG 1104

VIET-NAM
DAN CHUCONG WA
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These stamps were issued in July of 1956 to commemorate
the first anniversary of the death of Tran~-Danf-Ninh
(1910 - 1955), a Vietnamese patriot. They were designed
bt Bui=-Trang-Chuoc.



Varieties

Broken "O0" in "1910"

Missing Leg of "9" in "1910"

Spot on Nose

Dark Shade
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This set was issued on November 3, 1956. The design shows a
portrait of Mac Thi Buoi against a background of flames with
a border of holly leaves. ©She was a simple country girl who
joined the guerillas and became the heart of the Resistance
movement in her district. She carried out many exploits and
was the terror of her enemies until she was captured and
martyred. She was posthumously given the title of Heroine
of the Popular Army. These stamps were issued on the fifth
anniversary of her death that occured in 1951.

These stamps were designed by Bui-Trang-Chuoc. They were
printed in sheets of 90,
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Although these were sold as simply "imperforate", they
appear to be some type of proof since the colors and the
paper are slightly different than the stamps.
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BAL-THUGNG

These stamps were first issued on December 15, 1956 to
commemorate the reconstruction of the Bai-Thuong Dam. The
stamps issued in 1956 were perforated 11, as shown above.
All three values were reissued in 1958 perforated 12%, as
shown below.

They were designed by Bui-Trang-Chuoc.
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Unllsted Variety
Green Color Printed” Twice
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Perforation Varieties
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Type I

Type II

The 1948 or 1949 design depicting Ho Chi Minh was overprinted
in December of 1956. There are two types of overprints. The
Type I overprint has a straight or upright line for the top
part of the "5". The Type II overprint has a curved or sloping
line for the top part of the "5". Both overprints exist on
both types of the basic stamp. The two types of overprints
exist se-tenant. They are listed by Michel as being equally
rare.

A number of "fly speck'" varieties exist. The above block shows
a number of minor design flaws.
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The first stamp has a Type II sﬁfcharge, and the second stamp
has a double Type I suécharge. The double surcharge variety
is only listed by Michel (53 I DD).
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Uncatalogued Small Surcharge

Type I

Type I and Type II
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- Varieties

Inverted Surcharge
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"Small Surcharge" on sheet of 50 with five stamps missing surcharge
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Type I Sheet of 50
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Type II Sheet of 50
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Both the stamp and the postmark are forgeries.
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Type | and Type Il on March 28, 1957 Cover
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Brief von Hanoi, 28.3.1957; Provisorium '5>0 auf 5 Dong" rot, |
(rechter Bogenrand, Type I und 1)




