STELLALAND

The Boer republic of Stellaland was proclaimed towards the end of 1882. A postal
service was organised from the capital, Vryburg, and stamps were ordered from a
firm in Cape Town. These were only valid within the republic. Until June 1885 mail
to other parts of South Africa was sent through Chistiana, in the Transvaal and was

franked with both and Transvaal stamps.

In 1884, the British Government, following appeals from local chiefs for
protection, decided to annex both Goshen and Stellaland. A force under Sir Charles
Warren from the Cape reached Vryburg on 2nd February 1885 and continued to
Mafeking, the principal town of Goshen. On 30th September 1885 Stellaland and
other territory to the South of the Molopo River was constituted the Crown Colony
of British Bechuanaland . A protectorate was also proclaimed over a vast tract of
- land to the north of the Molopo.

Stellaland stamps continued to be used until 2nd December 1885 with external mail,
franked with Stellaland and Cape of Good Hope stamps, postmarked at Barkly
2 — West and Kimberly in Griqualand West.
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Bechuanaland meant the country of the Tswana and for administrative purposes was divided into |
two political entities. The northern part was administered as the Bechuanaland Protectorate and
the southern part was administered'as the crown colony of British Bechuanaland. British.

Bechuanaland was |11c01pmated mto the Cape Colon); in-1895 and now forms part of South-Af-
rica.|
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REGISTERED LETTER COVER SENT FROM MOCHUDI TO SYDNEY (NSW) IN
JUNE 1900. BACKSTAMPED WITH REGISTERED LETTER CANCEL OF CAPE
TownN (15TH JUNE 1900) AND SYDNEY RECEIVING CANCELS DATED 12TH
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